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The results of war and drought

SUDAN

Famine

After 250,000 people died
of war-induced famine in
southern Sudan in 1988, the
western regions of Kordofan
Darfur

threatened with starvation,

and are now also

JOris coming In from

the two regions say famine

Is threatening at least six
million people. Rainfall has
been sparse in northern

Kordofan and northern
Darfur. In the southern parts
of the two regions, the rains
not

distributed,

that have fallen have
|

been evenly
leadding to a drastic reduc-
land. In

the

tion in cultivatable

some areas, a third of
land is now useless
oswarms of grasshoppers
continue to plague the area.
There arealso security prob-
the south of the

two regions and- many peo-

lems in

ple have abandoned their

farms in search of safety.

GHANA

Baby Show

Mothers and their babies
are on parade in hospitals
and clinics in the West Afri-
can nation of Ghana. A pan-
el selects the healthiest
babies, whose mothers win
awards,

This is one novel method
devised by Ghana’s Ministry
of Health to promote pri-
mary health care and irnmu-
nization. Toddlers between
the of nine and 11
months are eligible.

“We hold these baby
shows to find out the health
conditions of children,”
plained Sister Janet Ahen-

ages

Bx-

korang, a nurse in Accra.

“We also want to find out if
the children have been im-
against the
child-killer diseases - diph-

munized SiX

theria, polio, measles,.
whooping cough, tuberculo-
sis and tetanus. This will

help us reach our target of
immunizing at least 80 percent
of children in the country.”
Panelists — health profes-
sionals, educators, child psy-
chologists and local social
engineers - examine the gen-
eral appearance of the chil-
and take vital
statistics, also

dren their

health They

consider factors like whether
the child was delivered by
qualified health
the child

trained and
personnel and if
has been immunized against
the child-killer diseases
at the appropriate times.

In Ghana, child welfare

the

Six

clinics teach mothers
fundamentals of child care.
And the Baby Shows are al-
so a final exam of sorts.
Mothers answer questions
on subjects like the prepara-
tion of oral rehydration salt,
the importance of breastfeed-

ing, the right weaning pe-
riod, as well as basic hygiene
and family planning. Test
results are factored into the
judges’ results,

Community leaders such
as chiefs, politicians and
women leaders are included
on the panels to win local
support,

The baby lunch boxes,
cups, spoons, towels, pow-
der, oral rehydration salts
and family planning contra-
ceptives awarded to the
winners may appear to offer
little But the
mothers of winning babies
reap social benefits, and
most enter the competition

incentive.

well-prepared.

Daniel Mensah Brande,

ROMANIA

Last but
Not Least

Romania the last
Eastern European country to
follow in the footsteps of the
Soviet perestroika. Support-
ers of the now deposed and
executed Nicolae Ceausescu
boasted that Romania had
remained aloof from reform
because of the regime's wide-
support. Critics

was

spread

pointed instead to the gov-
ernment's particular ver-
sion of authoritarianism,
which stifled popular pro-
test. The latter were proven
correct.

The violence unleased by
Ceausescu’s police in the re-
gime’s waning dayswas rem-
iniscent of the waorst Stalin-
ist outbursts.

The reforms in Eastern
Europe are not the work of
reactionaries or the U.S.
Central Intelligence Agency
- though such folks are sure-
ely near the scene. Rather
they reflect the desire of the
people to guarantee that
certain actions are not taken
in the name of socialism -

suppression of liberty,
the wviolation of human
rights, nepotism, corruption,
etc. - things that have noth-
ing to do with socialism.

The Romanian govern-
ment practiced these vices
- as did others of the region.

tanks could not keep

the

And
Ceausescu in power forever.

The authoritarian socialist
model has been condemned
to death, falling along with
Its most persistant adherent.
revolution touched off
by Soviet leader Mikhail
Gorbachev is not a capitalist
one, but an effort to strengthen
socialism by adding an im-
portant component —democ-
racy. An element essential to
social justice.

The

Neiva Moreira

Sweeping away the Ceausescu regime
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Ecological kiss in Brazil

ENVIRONMENT

Earth Day

In Ghana, children are
preparing to plant trees. In
India, a mass kickoff rally
attracted 50,000, and the
country is in a flurry of activ-
ity. In Taiwan, professional
environmental engineers are
mobilizing. Costa Rica's Pres-
ident Oscar has
joined the board of direc-
The Colombian Na-
Coffee Federation is
IS

Arias

tors.
tional
spreading the word to
15,000 members.

Why all the ruckus? It is
part of the global recogni-
tion of the world’'s environ-
mental plight. It is Earth Day
1990, scheduled for April 22.

Through January, over
1,000 organizations in more
had
and

than 115 countries
pledged their support
participation. Many are local
groups that sSponsor
lsemmars or

tree-planting outings. At the
same time, they are coordi-
nating theiractionsinnation-
al and international umbrella
groups that in many
cases, have a life after Earth

small-scale

will,

Day.

Information on
in your area can be obtained
from: Earth Day 1990, P.O.
Box AA, Stanford Univer-
sity, California 94309, U.S.A.

activities

ISRAEL/CHINA

Censoring the

Facsimile (better known
as fax] machines were first
conceived for the rapid and
accurate transmission of fi-
nancial and business docu-
ments. But, as always, lib-
eration have
found a way to adapt tech-

movements

nology designed to serve the

powerful to fit their own
particular needs., And, of
course, those ever-vigilant

representatives of the pow-

erful - repressive govern-

ments - are doing all they
can to quell this high-tech
turn to information dem-

ocracy.

Israel made the first move.

Muzzling the Palestinian
people is all in a day's work
for the Israeli military, so

was surprisea

too

nobody

Baloons butno FAX
when it banned the use of
fax machines on the Gaza
Strip. It seems that a grow-
ing network of Palestinian
news correspondent

using them to get out the

were

facts on the intifada.

Then China, where lead-
ers are still digging trenches
to prevent a resurgence of

move-
declared

pro-democracy
blatantly

any
ment,

FAX

nationwide censorship of
messages sent by fax. Chi-
nese leaders are still working
‘Big Brother”
nology that wiil permit them
to capture all of the coun-

on the tech-

try's fax messages for re-
view. In the meantime, they

have banned faxes and are
requiring registration of al-

ready existing machines.

LATIN AMERICA

Common
Cinema

Eleven countries
the Latin American

have
formed
Cinematographic ,Common
Market. The signatories of
the accord hope to increase
the showing of Latin Ameri-
can films in the region. Co-
productions and the creation
of a financing body are also
planned.

The participants are: Ar-

gentina, Brazil, Colombia,
Cuba, Ecuador, Mexico, Ni-
caragua, Panama, Peru, the
Dominican Republic and Ven-
will

country

ezuela. E

have the right to exhibit four

films a year in each of the
other participant countries
that will beexemptirom leg-

islation covering imported

movies.

Latin America’s common marlet

Penang: radioactive beauty

MALAYSIA

Rad Stadium

A huge tin slag dump
near the maternity clinic in
the town of Butterworth and
the Penang City Stadium
built on top of 20,000 tons of
tin slag at Penang have been
silently leaking radiation for

The
amounts of

years. slag contains

small thorium
and
Ra-

diation levels are eight times

and traces of uranium

radioactive potassium.

above the safe level laid
down by the Atomic Energy
Licensing Board.

Tantalum, a rare metal
found in small quantities in
tin slags, hit the headlines in
1979 when it suddenly was
In great demand In F‘l,‘lh‘]:'n_']
Island. Tantalum is a heat
resisting metal used in aer-
ospace and electronic In-
dustries. The slags are bur-
ied in various parts of the
island by a local tin smelting
Province

IS-

company. Over in

Wellesley, opposite the
land, a Butterworth smelting
company dumped huge
quantities of tin slags near
Its premises.

Tin contains

ag also

small amounts of thorium

and traces of uranium and

+ . o o A
potassium. Ac-

radioactive

r I ~
cording to Dr, Chong Chon
Sing,

of the

physicist and lecturer

University of Scie
in Penang, rays emitted by

thorium and radon, which

are gases from elements as-
sociated with tantalum, can
body ts-

damage internal

APPEN Fealures
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Invading the streets of Lima: street vendors
and dealers in black market dollars

ritical Condition

The stage for Peru's April elections is set with an economic crisis and guerrilla violence

By Claudia Pires

been in-
Not by the guerrillas of

the Sendero Luminoso (Shining
Path), but by a multitude of street ven-
dors and young men in the ocona busi-
ness, the black market dollar trade. Red

owntown Lima has

vaded,

lights mean “go” for the dozen or so
children who lie in waiting at various
street corners for the drivers who be-
come captive customers for their odds
and ends - from chewing gum to hand-
made toys. The only sector of the for-
mal economy that has kept pace with the
informal is that of private security
agents,

The statistics are just as shocking.
Sixty-five percent of the Peruvian work
force is un.iarnplnyud or underemployed.
Between 30 and 40 percent of the urban
population and 20 and 25 percent of the
rural population survives thanks to the
informal economy, which pays no taxes;
according to economist Javier lguiniz of

1990 - February - No.24

the United Left (IU) coalition, the infor-
mal sector represents between seven
and 15 percent of the country's gross
national product. Inflation for 1989 top-
ped 2,600 percent.

In short, Peru leads the critical list of
ailing Latin American economies.

And, of course, there is the Sendero.
Even if the guerrillas have not invaded
the capital, they have made enough in-
cursions into cities to create an ambi-
ance of anxiety. The Sendero Luminoso
began its armed struggle in 1980 in the
Andean provinces. Between January
and October of last year, 2,638 Peru-
vians died from political violence, while
another 1,060 fell victim to murders, ar-
son and traffic accidents.

Coupled with the spiraling inflation
that is rapidly eroding real wages, the
Sendero’s actions have brought Peru to
the brink of social explosion. This com-
bination is exacerbated by a flourishing
drug business from which some 300,000
Peruvians earn their keep. Politicians
fear an imminent military coup. “The
country has short-circuited,” says Sen-

ator Henrique Bernales, who chairs the
Senate's Committee on Violence and
Pacification. “We are in the midst of a
deep depression, we no longer know
where we are headed, our institutions
are in a crisis. Two-thirds of the country
is in a state of emergency.”

Not exactly anideal setting for peace-
ful presidential elections, yet balloting
is scheduled for April. On the right, can-
didate author Mario Vargas Llosa pre-
scribes orthodox liberalism as the shock
the country needs to get back on its feet;
on the left, former Lima Mayor Alfonso
Barrantes proposes a broad social pact
as the only road to national salvation.

The Sendero — And then, once again,
there is the Sendero Luminoso. Origi-
nally a Maoist-inspired movement,
formed in 1970, it broke with all interna-
tional Marxist trends as early as 1976,
when the Chinese Cultural Revolution
disintegrated. The group is virtually
hermetically sealed: no one knows what
its leaders look like - except for Abimael
Guzmaén, a former university teacher

third world - 7
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who went underground in 1979 and is
referred to as Presidente Gonzalo by his
followers. His whereabouts is the sub-
ject of daily speculations in the press.

Since their first actions in the Andean
district of Ayacucho, the guerrillas have
maintained a series of terrorist opera-
tions: sabotaging banks and public build-
dings, murdering police and army sol-
diers, and executing local authorities
and politicians, especially those of the
United Left. Branded as revisionist, the
legal, traditional left is seen by the
group as its main obstacle to grabbing
power.

“The goal of Sendero terrorism is to
undermine the morale of our institu-
tions”, says archaeologist Manuel Jesus
Granados, who graduated from the
same University of Huamanga, in Aya-
cucho, where Abimael Guzmaén taught
in the 1970s. "There is a kind of wide-
spread paranoia in the country. Nobody
feels safe. This uncertainty works as a
psychological weapon in favor of the
Sendero. It destroys the emotional sta-
bility of the members of the armed-
forces, making them apt to commit ex-
cesses during confrontations with the
population.”

Understandably, private security per-
sonnel are constantly evident, heavily
armed with rifles and machine guns - in
front of hotels, political
party headquarters, and even at study
centers where economists and social
scientists meet to discuss the country's
problems. In Lima's Plaza de Armas,
where the presidential palace is located,
troops and tanks maintain permanent
vigilance. Pedestrians are kept at a safe
distance from the palace gates.

The Sendero’s tactics are part of a
logical strategy aimed at destroying the
current order. They also sow confusion
and wreak havoc among the armed
forces and the police. Since few Sen-
dero militants and sympathizers have
access to the inner circles of the move-
ment, repression is often indiscriminate
and tends to breed hatred among the
population at large.

“Right now”, says Granados, “rural
peasants and the people living outside
Lima fear the police and armed forces
more than they fear the Senderistas.
The opposite is true of Lima’s middle

businesses,

8 - third world

\¥ hites vs. cholos: a continuous clash

and upper classes.” This dichotomy
stresses an old trait of Peruvian society,
which is the prejudices and economic
gap separating the indigenous popula-
tion and cholos (mestizos)

Spanish (whites).

from the

“Ever since the Sendero went into
action”, adds Granados, “the urban pop-
pulation has identified as subversives
anyone who looks like a cholo, a poorly
dressed mountain peasant. Yet
stereotype is not exactly accurate. Since
it began, the Sendero has slowly and in-

recruited members

this

creasingly among

L "y ¥ o

Sendero’s dirty work: assassinating a leftist mayor

students in private universities.”

Although rejected by many as totali-
tarian, akin to the Khmer Rouge {(which,
under Pol Pot, killed thousands in Cam-
bodia in the 1970s), the Sendero contin-
ues to grow. Ilts membership is now
estimated at 5,000.

Raul Gonzédlez, a journalist and re-
searcher at the Center of Studies for the
Promotion of Development (DESCO),
considered Peru's number one Sende-
rologist, argues that the absence of state
action is the characteristic shared by the
areas and populations where Sen-
dero is strongest. “The Sendero is most
active in the peasants
have the lowest per capita income in
Peru; in the Upper Huallaga, where coca

Andes, where

leaf growers and coca paste producers
have the highest income in the country;
and among the youth whose major con-
cern is finding a job when they leave
school. All of these groups see the gov-
ernment as either prejudicial, inopera-
tive or repressive.”

At least one Colombian-style, para-
military group has already emerged to
launch a vigilante battle against the
guerrillas: the Rodrigo Franco Com-
mando, whose aim is to kill subversives
or suspected subversives throughout
the country. Yet, the
failed to frighten the Senderistas, whose
motto is: “The worse things get, the
better they are.” Gonzalez warns, “The

Senderistas believe
and
radicaliza-

commando has

that the social
political

tion resulting from

a violent military
coup would help
them solve their

problem of consoli-

support,
large
Peruvian

dating
since seq-
ments of
society would have
no choice but to

join them."”

Garcia and the so-
cial crisis - Since
Peru's return to
democracy in 1980,
no government has
managed to solve a

social crisis whose
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Liberalism

“I'write because I'm not happy. | write because it is my
way 'of struggling against misfortune.”

Ihis outburst from Peruvian writerand right-wing pres-
sidential candidate Mario Vargas Llosa is contained in a
book/interview by Brazilian journalist Ricardo A. Setti,
which is being published in France.

Vargas Llosa talks about his life, his friends, fame, sex,
family, drugs, money - and especially politics. He recalls
his journalistic career, citing its importance in his develop-
ment, and maintains that his fame has been inconvenient.

The writer/candidate also notes that occasionally he de-
sires to return to his alma mater, Lima’'s San Marcos Uni-
versity, but he has decided that this would be impossible,
that he would run the risk of being lynched by students
who, he says, are convinced that he is an agent of the U.S.
Central Intelligence Agency or a Nazi. The writer maintains
that this lack of popularity has its roots in a systematic
campaign carried out by some sectors of the press.

Literature and politics are Vargas Llosa's favorite topics.

ropeans, principally Flaubert, and 20th century North
American authors, especially William Faulkner, as his fa-
varites. In Vargas Llosa’s opinion, the two greatest Latin
American writers of all time are still Argentina’s Jorge Luis
Borges and Chile's Pablo Neruda.

In the book-interview, the Peruvian writer-politician
briefly discusses Gabriel Garcia Marquez, the Nobel Prize-
winning Colombian author. While recognizing the talent of
the author of 100 Years of Solitude, Vargas Llosa put off for
another day an explanation of the break between the two
erstwhile friends, in Mexico.

He adds that it was the French writer and philosopher
Jean Paul Sartre who helped steer him away from com-
munism, given that Vargas Llosa always valued the aes-
thetics of literary creation and intellectual independence.

Two other books by Vargas Llosa are also being pub-
lished in France: Against the Wind and the Sea, and The Man
Who Speaks. The former is a selection of articles, speeches
and essays on politics and culture. The two works are con-
sidered veritable handbooks on Latin American Liberalism.

'l Regarding the former, he cites 19th century romantic Eu-

major symptoms dare a seriously unbal-
anced income distribution - the poorest
60 percent receive but 23 percent of the
national income - and uncontrolled ur-
ban growth, a result of rural unem-
ployment, which is helped along by the
drop in international commodity prices
for main crops like copper and cotton.
The Alan Garcia administration, taking
the

Belatnde

reins from conservative Fernando
Terry's government in 1985,
ruled over an especially traumatic pe-
riod. Following the initial euphoria, the
country became submerged in the worst
crisis of its history,

Many explanations have been pro-
posed for Garcia's failure. Few see it as
a result of the moratorium on a US$16-
billion foreign debt, one of Garcia's first
measures after his inauguration. Right-
wingers, now united behind Vargas Llo-

1990 - February - No.24

sa, argue that the president should have
reduced the size of the state apparatus,
rather than increase the number of pub-
lic servants by 21.3 percent and stead-
ily intervening in the economy. In turn,
the left says that Garcia talked like a left-
tist and a nationalist but acted like a
rightist and authoritarian leader.

Economist Félix Giménez, of the so-
cial-democratic-leaning Center for Stud-
ies on Participation and Development
(CEDEP), says that Garcia tried to use
the foreign reserves made available by
the moratorium to expand the domestic
market by increasing production. Since
Peru does not produce such industrial
goods as electric saws and ovens, the
government heavily subsidized imports
and thus generated a balance of pay-
ments deficit.

“Garcia’s mistake was to indiscrimi-

nately grant low-interest credit and tax
exemptions to large, medium and small
businesses,” says Giménez. “Peruvian
businessmen traditionally lack initiative,
as they are accostumed to living at the
expense of the state. When the time
came to reinvest the profits they made
thanks to government incentives, thus
creating new jobs and new enterprises,
most of them preferred to invest in dol-
lars or to send their money abroad.”
When, in 1987, Garcia attempted to
check capital flight by nationalizing the
banks, it was too late.

The failure of the economic policy
introduced by Garcia's party, the Peo-
ple's Revolutionary Alliance (APRA), did
serious damage to the Peruvian left.
The economic crisis and Sendero ac-
tions eventually helped produce a
schism among the United Left (IU),

third world -9
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which until 1985 was the country's second In a recent mesting with business

argas Llosa proclaim-

largest electoral force. The social-dem- leaders in Lima, V
-

ocratic faction led by presidential can- e

he collectivist utopia

didate Barrantes has split from the IU, dying. It is already dead and

decayed

accusing some leftist sectors of banking We watched it die, and it made us

on political radicalization. "The United increasingly confident in contemporary

Left had its chance to take power, and democ

we believed that all participating groups The measures proposed by Vargas

should give up their ideas of armed Llosa are controversial, but his constit-

His sup

struggle,” says Barrantes. uency

the interna

Senator Rolando Ames, who remain- porte are convinc

f the famous writer wi Garcia: administering disaster

ed in the IU, claims that Barrantes has tional prestige

embarked on “a personalistic project,” attract foreign investment. “I'll vote for

but he admits that “There a Mario driver Miquel Reales that simple. During recent trips 1o Japan
inside the IU who have more ithing t cand w his first name and Europe argas Llosa was lold by
popular struggle than in ele They because, with businessmen potential investors that money will flow
believe that it will be difficult for the left who sent their money abroad will bring only it he manages to elimminate the
take power withot o1 1 b and for My s will again sendero threat. And the candidate
and that a process e 51 i Actually, 1t e not  asked his advisers 10 prepare a pilan i
10 just that
That p act ( T i the adog
the £ ) ' {
favorite in He Is il among thing
hopes 1o 3 majority in the first ndicate a person’'s employment status,
44 e f nolit 5 . o
M } eapons £ £ efenst
g2 { i (8] I (Blal
e I 1 I
¥ Peru ¥ ) y a2 <tati
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Long lines for simple demands: “All we want is food and jobs.”
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Shadowy
Path

Nobody seems sure about the
program of the Sendero Luminoso
guerrillas, but the social
conditions are ripe for revolt

By Beatriz Bissio

ts full name: "By the Shining Path
of Joseé Carlos Mariatequi.” Its aim:
to topple the Peruvian government.
One of its
strateqgy of the country's legal left,
The
Path) guerrillas have little in common
that
emerged in the valleys and cities of Peru

effects: complicating the

Sendero Luminoso (Shining

with the guerrilla movements

in the 1960s. Nor do they resemble
other armed groups active today, like El
Salvador's Farabundo Marti National

Liberation Front. Yet, it is wrong to

lismiss the Senderistas as a mere band
of thugs or a terrorist aroup, |l|‘§;_:u1l- the
nature of its violent actions.

The Sendero’'s political orientation

Peruvian

though

nains a mystery -
observers often compare it to that of the
associated with China's

The

famous men -

Gang of Four,

lution. Senderis

15 of three

and Mao who represent
To that t
irth. their leader Abi

putation for political militancy prior to
wergence of the Sendero, T gl
ut the administration of General Juan
lasco Alvarado (1967-1975)
uietly taught his courses, patiently and
lan tinely recruiting participants 1ol
1991 February - No.24

PERU

the military-political apparatus he was
constructing.

The Sendero began its operations in
three of the country’s 24 districts - spe-
cifically those areas still plagued by ga
monalismo a quasi-feudal system, and
semislavery. Authorities now admit that
they have cells throughout the country -
penetrating urban areas and even the
capital, Lima.

The three original districts inthe An-
des - Ayacucho, Huancavelica and Apu-
rimac - are among Feru's poorest. The
largely indigenous population has a per
capita income of under USS30 a year.
Most people remain outside the market
economy, relying on subsistence agri-
culture and shepherding. They speak
Quéchua and Bunasimi, own a few lla-
mas and goats, and fight hunger and
cold by chewing coca leaves. Their iso-
lated communities have no access to
electricity or sanitation facilities. Some
of their communities may be reached by
horse, some only by foot. Their links to
the central government are tenuous, if
they exist at all.

Life in such communities is ruled by
and law. Justice is

ancestral custom

meted out by a mayor, usually elected
from among the village elders. Sen-
tences are often carried out by commu-
nity members themselves.

Decades ago, José Carlos Mariategui,

the Peruvian Marxist thinker referred to

Sendero’s full name, wrote that

udalism have survived

‘Two forms of fe

Y

in Peru:unfair land distribution and slav-
ery. It is impossible to put an end to

the form of slavery that has beenim-
posed on indigenous people without
correcting land distribution. Our brand
of socialism would not be Peruvian - in
fact, it would not even be socialism - if it
did not, first of all, address indigenous
claims.”

When Alvarado declared Quéchua as
official language, along with
Spanish, he said that peasants deserved
to defend

Peru's

themselves in court using
their own language. Until then, the judi-
cial system used only Spanish, and in-
digenous' peoplé were often unjustly
convicted of crimes, sometimes without
even understanding the charges against
them.

In the more fertile and more easily
accessible valleys, indigenous commu-
nities have greater ties to the coastal so-
ciety and economy. But just like their

mountain-dwelling counterparts, they
have been gradually robbed of their

land since the Spanish conquest.
Social injustice in the Andean region
inspired students to organize a series of
guerrilla movements in the 1960s. One
by one, they were defeated, but some of
the military officers who participated in
these campaigns finally recognized the
need for social change. This shift was at
the roots of the move to install Alvarado
in power in October 1968.
1965, Colonel Gallegos
Venero, an intelligence officer assigned
to the Urubamba
River valley

As early as

in the
department of Cuz-
co, was calling at-
tention: to the ap-
palling conditions in
the region. In his
The Peru
Neiva

book

A '
mMogel,

reira quotes a Gal-

0s report:

D0 a year;
infant mortality for
under: the
age of one is 70 per
1,000 and below the

children
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are tuberculosis and parasitic diseases.
Seventy-eight percent of the population
shows signs of malnutrition and ane-
mia.Eighty-five percent of all houses are
unventilated thatched huts where entire
families are squeezed into one or two
rooms.” Gallegos also denounced what he
called “medieval working conditions.’
Alvarado introduced a reform
program in June 1969, Four years later,

land

over one million peasants had benefited

and over 1,000 cooperatives were In

operation.

he land reform program addressed
some of the needs of the indigenous
population, but those efforts are now at
a standstill and in some cases the proc-
Former land-

is being reversed.

themselves to

owners, who organiz

putting on

retrieve their properties, are
the pressure, and the majority-rule “So-

cial Property” sector of the e«

remains weak and is becoming incre

But even a comprehensive, fully im-

reform program would

fall

peasants.

i terrain

vy limiting

i. Other sup

sary.
In terms of the Sendero can

reform

¢
4

cho

and neighboring

those with land titles are likely t in-
different to the Sendero’s propos but

where the land reform program was left
hanging, the guerrillas make greater
headway.

When we visited those areas in the
1970s, we found that the more isolated
communities were reluctant to join the
land reform process. Alvarado had ex-
pected such a reaction, and his response
was to promote educational programs
that he hoped would revolutionize Pe-

But in the end, little

ruvian culture. |
changed.

It is difficult to judge the extent of the
Sendero’s real support, yet it is evident
that movement has its strongest
outposts of support in those isolated

the

areas where even Alvarado’s pro-peas-

ant programs had little effect. L
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The Comrades

Following the lead of their mentor
Mao, the Shining Path guerrillas
are mounting armed struggle
among the disenfranchised

poor. Two anthropologists take

a rare first-hand look at

this insular organization

Guarne ana Keefe Borden”

By Kim Ma

arly in September, more than
two dozen Dbodies minus
he {ie hande 3 { toot fle e |
heads, hands ana Teetl floated

slowly |

ast a new U.S.-financed police

nd which s has
tehed 1 in the U.S. and

31 the A may soon b

vith the reb

known to the

ublicity a

unning

press interv

directly with the av
eled to a high-security prison in the
slums outside of Lima where over 200

interned.

Inside a separate prison wing we find

performing mil-

itary maneuvers and undergoing politi-
cal instruction. The cell locks have long
been broken and the prison guards
rarely enter. Red flags emblazoned with

ammers and sickles line the large

white
patio with high brick walls. A huge mu-
ral

Marx, Lenin and Mao.

painted in red portrays the heads of

* a young woman shouts

“Comrades,
addressing the troops, “'today commun-
ists together all over

alobe. The Communis

the

are united

arty of Peru is

like a torch in the world!" she cries. “We

Guzmdn: first among comrades

3

are fighting to serve the international

war and we are not alone!”

The Estin

querrillas clap.

have between 2,000 and 5,000 armed

troops in anation of 21 million, the Shin

ing Path has traditionally relied on the
Indian peasants of Peru's Andes for
support. Exploited sir the Spanish

Conquest, Peru’s Quechua-sj ng

peasants have spent the last five centu-

ries scratching out a meager ex
on tiny plots of land. The average life
expectancy in many g of the Andes

1 49 vears
IS & VEdrs.

Nt runmr

1 care are

Trailblazing among the poor — It was

into this environment that the Shini
moved in the early 1970s, offering

he solution of armed conflict and an

orthodox Marxism-Leninism-Maoism

the often ignored and disenfran

Path

Shining leaders

Peru sort of prerevolutionary Chi-
na ) colonized, smifeudal country
whose Indian peasants have long been
forced to produce wealth for the coun-

try's notoriously non-Indian el

Le

by Abimael Guzman - a b6-year-

1 philosophy professor who

old

visited N China before founding
the movement in 1970 the Shining
Path began its patient, 10-year attgmpt

The

pronged: to create a strong party and to

at proselitization. plan was two-
organize peasant support bases in rural
AN 18

olution’s second stage following Mao's

Guzman launched the rev-

arec
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successful strategy in China: armed
struggle, the takeover of the country-
side, and the eventual encirclement and
invasion of the cities,

As the guerrillas shout “viva” to the
“Ja-
a 30-year-old former economics
The Path

classes in prison and Javier is one of

revolution, we are introduced to
vier,"
conducts

student. Shining

their teachers. Javier mentions the Paris

Commune, the Bolshevik and Chinese

revolutions. We ask
any

the world the Shining Path wishes to

him if there are

currently communist countries in
emulate,

“For us there are no communist
states,” Javier says, “There was one in

the US

China and in 1, but there is

none any longer.”" After the coup d'etat

which ousted Mao, he says, China re

turned to being a capitalist (“'revisionist

is his term) country. “We are totally

against commumst revisionism,  he

d, the Shining

states emphatical

Path

v. Ind

has the unusual distinction of hav-

g bombed not only the U bassy
mpassi

dabout pe

1 Shining Fatl bitterly cor
ndean f the Peruvian army
I [ O d Inanist et au
i I been 10 10 wipt
out entuy Iaaq in other t has { 1
£ int ivi 1eTe ro

becoms

andc must

ealt with accordingly.”

In the Andean village of Lucanamar

‘dealt with accordingly’ meant that

the Shining Path hacked 67 men, wom-

cdeath, FPeasant

ne built largely on f

loes the Shining Fath aid drug

e ask? Asthe
leaf

material of cocaine - Feru has

@rs in the jungle, w

5 largest coca

producer of
the raw
1990

No.24
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seen an unusual alliance between com-

munist revolutionaries and capitalist
drug procurers which recently forced
the U.S. and Peru to suspend their joint
coca-plant eradication project.

“The narcotics traffickers are wretch-
ed people,’” Javier says. “They enrich

themselves based on the destruction of

human beings."” The ones who use

these drugs, however, he says, are the

nast

e United States.

elite countries suc

“Our aim,” he adds, “is to crush North

American imperialism."

Polite and fanatic — We with a

Speat

num of querrijllas,

invariably clean, neat :

troubling is their cc f doubt,

their

truth.

1. the

fanatic sense of possessir

Theirs

leader, Abimael Guzmdn, frowning
sternly and wearing a brown suit. In his
right hand Guzman holds a red flag with

a white hammer and sickle and in the

is written “De-
ar Serving the

left a book across whi

velop the Popular V
World Revolution.”
Javier points to the three hills, each
spiked with a communist flag, rising be-
hind the masses. Each hill an the mural

represen the revolution that

the Shining Path has already achieved

1€ initiation

shake hands.

“Mao said it 000

to install communism worldwide,

vier ob “In Peru it will t:

question of

ntinent.

miles

A police casualty: the Senderistas expect to be in power in two years

third world -
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A Country Divided

The new president represents the status quo, but the progressive opposition emerges bolstered
and begins to set its sights on the 1990 congressional and gubernatorial races

razil's first presidential election ec rocess, 11 ARt
in 30 years was won by a pre ‘ or | St TV igna
little-known politicia i da Silvz y fo oWt
} I abor |l 0

named Fernando Collor de Mello, the

former governor of the small

ern state of Alagoas. The

ident

tional Reconstruction

Collor: modern right-wing populist

----- tary rule, facilitated growth among

nposition. Right-wing forces

Lula: unity on the left nearly overcame
Collor's conservative power base




writy, His PRI

seals in the House of

without [1(||IT]I.‘E'I| COMpromises

Longressional hat Collor's temperamental behavior,

October 1990,

Collor's bigges

g crises during h

Brazilians want this without reces

unemployment, Collor mundo Maniz of Correlo da

ebt problem, Institute. Moniz, al

A Janio clone? -

LBRAZII

the staple diet of news and culture for

over 50 million viewers a day in a coun-

trv of 14

\ million.

Despi iily serving of free aclvert-

ing or each canchdate, which varied

OVEercomeé LO 5 early and

consistent support from TV Globo, Con-

sequently, oouza

cracy and the Globo network are in-

sive forces would he

toral

the free television time.

Moral victory — Souza goes as far as to

tl ould cons

themselves victarious, given that Lula's

This had ney

a r happened
efore d the progressi

I as a social and poli
for

and the

ment, the progressive (

Brazilian Communist

‘s candidate in the first round, "The

NaS Very

important.

¥

mpression is that neither the PDT nor

T will be the same fri

due to this relationship. This

lober elecuons, when

cided and new governors elected. Viost

Nty and momentum
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Lebanonization

Permanent, seemingly endless conflict may be El Salvador’'s
fate if peace talks are not resumed in good faith

EL SALVADOR

One of the 2,000 guerrillas who converged
on the capital San Salvador

al the oliensive
In essence, those who ocoupied the
around between the death

and the guerrillas are being

i out. One of the most important

ot such figures, Father lgnacio Ellacuria,

the rector of the Catholic University,
Was assassinated, along with five others,
by a death squad in Octaber

This polarization has already had re-
nercussions in Cristiani's actions. Al
houah a member of the ultra-rightist
National Republican Alliance (ARt NA)

iani was elected on a |
orm acdvocating negotiations with tne
| that ex-Presi-
dent Napoleon Duarte, of the Christian
Democratic party did not seriously ad
iress the question of peace, Cristian)
campaigned as a modern politician, at

iting to minimize his party’s trucu

er im symbolized by ex-Major
taberto D'Aubuisson, the alleged mas
termind of the 1980 assassination of
A1 nshop ar Romero. Now, how
ver, Cristam has abandoned s cam:-

favoring talks, saying he

te only if the FMLN first lays

FMLN had agreed to transform itse

February of

1ed down

eration FENASTRAS,
dividuals = among them Febe Elizabeth,

one of the country’s most popular labor



EL SALVADOR

Right-wing death squads eliminate moderates: priests (left) and Ellacurfa

leaders. At that point, the FMLN resolved
that it was wasting time in worthless
negotiations while the death squads
eliminated its supporters.

That is what prompted the offensive.

The attack itself took army intelli-
by suprise. The movement of
thousands of guerrillas went undetect-
ed. Some FMLN combatants arrived
disguised as members of a circus. There

gence

was also a wedding reception where the
bride, the priest and the
guests were all rebels. Waiters carried

groom, the

arms inside food containers.

The most impressive element of the
offensive was the guerrilla's ability to
coordinate its military activities. First,
important poor neighborhoods of the
capital, like Mejicanos, were occupied.
The government responded ruthlessly,
as helicopters and airplanes mercilessly
bombed the communities,

The bombing had little military ef-
fect. Witnesses told how the guerrillas
only left their strongholds when they
were prepared to and took with them a
slew of new recruits - generally
sympathizers fearful of death squad re-
taliation. Days later, rich neighborhoods
had their turn. The focal point became
FPaseo Escaldn, with its tree-lined ave-
nues and spacious mansions. Many of
the neighborhood's homes have been
armed
“final

and
failed

fortified with

guards since the

high walls

FMLN's

1990 - February - No.24

offensive’ in 1980.

The army did not hesitate. It imme-
diately began bombing Paseo Escalon.
This decision sparked protests from the
Salvadoran economic elites, many of
whom Escalén and support
ARENA. Ironically, many executives and
their families suprised by the

live in

were

guerrillas’ polite demeanor. "l thought
they would line up everybody against
the wall," said one woman, who had
expected the worst.

The high point of the offensive was
the occupation of the luxurious Shera-
ton Hotel, where the guerrillas held doz-

e

Cristiani: rhetoric blown to pieces

ens of guests captive for a day. Among
them was Jodo Baena Soares, the Bra-
zilian secretary-general of the Organi-
zation of American States, and a half
dozen U.S. military advisers. Using so-
phisticated military tactics, the rebels re-
ceived their orders by telephone from
Commander Facundo Guardado,a high-
ranking guerrilla leader. Though
surrounded by hundreds of government
soldiers, the guerrillasleft the hotel with-
out incident, while the flustered North
American soldiers scampered down the
stairs shouting, in search of guerrillas.

Crisis = The FMLN attack came during
a period ofcrisis inthe Salvadoran econ-
omy, which remains above water only
due to the USS5 billion that the White
House has funneled in since 1980, U.S.
aid now tops the national budget.
Nearly a third of public monies are ear-
marked for military expenditures, com-
pared to 7.5 percent for health care.
Over the past few years, guerrilla ac-
tions against economic infrastructure
targets (electric power systems, roads,
etc.) have destroyed the country's ex-
port economy based on coffee and sug-
ar. More importantly, social inequality
continues. Reform efforts, especially a
land redistribution program, were block-
ed by the oligarchy during the Duarte
administration’s term in office.

The rising level of fear in El Salvador
is also helping to undermine the already
weakened Esquipulas |l peace process,
which encompasses all of Central Amer-
ica. But international developments are
increasing external and internal pres-
sures on Cristiani to negotiate.

Domestically, former President
Duarte appealed to Cristiani to accept
“real peace negotiations.”” And the
Archbishop Arturo Rivera y Damas of
San Salvador, leader of the conservative
wing of the Catholic Church, has con-
tinually complained about the sluggish-
ness of investigations into crimes linked
to the death squads.

Still, Cristiani continues to refuse to
negotiate, arguing that the guerrillas
“are being defeated."” But during the
news conference in the capital at which
he reaffirmed this position, the presi-
dent was interrupted by an explosion
that shook the rafters. °
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EL SALVADOR

UNGO: ‘““They’re Hunting the Opposition®’

Guillermo Ungo, a leader of the legal opposition, outlines the state of post-offensive El Salvador

he government of El
Salvador
planted a fascist-style
military dictatorship and is
carrying out a
persecution campaign - lit-

“has im-

large-scale

down hu-

mans — against all of those

erally hunting

on the other side, in the op-

pasition.” Those are the
words of Guillermo Ungo,
principal leader and

ormer presidential di-

Yemocratic Con-

legal politica

coalition which works direct-

Iy with the Farabundo Ma

il
Liberation Front

N
(FMLN), the guerrilla organ-

ization. Ungo spoke to third

woriad ere ne

in Santiago v

of the International

was part

jton

ogbserving the

ctions.

f transition is taking place trom

to aemaocr

cy, than in my

violence 1s wide-

How do you e
tion in your country

sive?

evalt

emotionally. But

ernment of Alfredo Cristiani is carrying

persecution

npaign

osition move-

ponsible and vile atti-
part of

the governn

to tribute the crime 10 1
indice the yrotection

yuthorization that Cristiani

sponsored terraorism.,

What was the role of the FMLN offen-
sive in contibuting to the current slate ol
affairs?
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Kened

of prolonging

guerri

rong militarily and that there is no

the army is allowing the guerrillas more
space in rural areas.
But, unfortunately, this new balance

of strength on the military plane is not

cal plane, with

over to the polit
real negotiations between the

carrying

two sides,
which would allow:us to attain peace.

B

iout neqo-

efore, we had dialogue

on. Now we have neither dialogue

tions. soon

» dialogue with real peace ne-

gotiations. As long as this
doesn’'t happen, the oli-
garchy and the armed forces
are growing increasingly
afraid of the guerrillas, And
so they lash out left and right,
in all directions, The legal
social and political opposi-
the

this in-

tion oOrganizations

first to suffer

are
from

crease in violence.

FMLN

onvergence prior

Did the consull the

Democratic
o emba 7 on the offensive?

And how are the rel

ons oe-
tween the two groups after the
attack?

nave points in com-
mon, but the military aspect
is never discussed between

the aquerrillas and us. It is

emembering, however, that this
an announced offensive.

vad been feeling for some time

that something was about 10 happen,

Colonel (René Emilio) Ponce himself,

head of the Army Chiefs of Staff,

even announced a few weeks

prior to
the action that the FMLN was organiz-

ing a pre-insurrectional offensive.

As far as v e legal opposition -

are concerned, my party, the Nationalist
Revolutionary Movement (MNR), criti-

cized s methodology of the offensive

from beginning. We thought that

there was still room to insist during the

negotiations.

Do you think that the political polariza-
tion in El Salvador has become perma-
nent?

It is true that now there i1s no room (o
negotiate. But | think this is temporary.

r activists

Labor and hum rights are

suffering under the government's re

pression, but soon it will again be time
to reopen the negotiations. L

/me Brener
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CHILE

Part Way There

A civilian president is ready to assume office,
but uncertainties loom for the new administration,
shackled with restrictions inherited from Pinochet

By Roger Rodriguez*

ith the support of industry and
the misgivings of left-wing par-
ties that supported him, Chris-
tian Democrat Patricio Aylwin will be
president of Chile in
March, ending 16 years of dictatorship.

Inaugurated as

But lurking in the background are a se-
ries of constraints imposed by the out-
going military government.

Aylwin collected 55.2 percent of the
vote on December 14, thus averting a
February runoff against Hernan Buchi,
former fi-
finished

General Augusto Pinochet's

nance minister, who second.

Francisco Javier Errazuriz (known by his
nickname, Fra-Fra) came in third, Within

hours of the victory, the Chilean stock

exchange gained five points while the

dollar plummeted 18 - indicating confi-

dence among the business community

that the country's economic stability

would continue despite the opposition

victory.

At the same time, however, in the
capital of Santiago, protestors from left-
wing parties and human rights organi-
zations, demanding freedom for politi-
cal prisoners and an inquiry into human
rights violations by the military, were
repressed by police using
cannons, tear gas and clubs.

water

Pressure from Chile's leading busi-
ness and banking sectors to stay the
economic course, and from popular and
left-wing
and
abuses,

forces for investigations of
prosecution for human rights

are two visible threads of a knot
tied n_qht!v )y General Augusto Pino-
chet to bind Chile’s first freely-elected
government since that of Socialist Pres-
ident

Salvador Allende

thrown in 1973

was over-

In 1978, the military regime amnes-
tied itself for any "“excesses’’ the armed
forces committed in their operations to
exterminate “"Marxists"” in 1980, Pi-
nochet legally became interim president

and,

after a plebiscite, denounced internation-

Patricio Aylwin: putting an end to the Pinochet era with a broad-based popular coalition

1990 - February — No.24

ally as fraudulent, approved a new
constitution. In October 1988, however,
the dictatorship suffered its first defeat,
losing a new plebiscite seeking to legit-
imize Pinochet as candidate for the
“free” elections he had scheduled for
1989.

After the victory of the “‘No!” cam-
paign, which launched an opposition al-
liance of 17 parties ranging from right of
center to far left, the Pinochet military
government began to spin a web
around the future government, with the
final touches emerging from the con-
stitutional reform approved jointly by

the government and opposition in
mid-1989.
While, in the streets of Santiago,

thousands celebrated the victory of El
Pato (“The duck,” Aylwin’s nickname),
two parties - the Democracy Party
(PPD) and the Socialist Left Alliance
Party (PAIS) - both sanctuaries for left-
wing groups outlawed by the military
regime, and both instrumental in the
opposition, became the first victims of
this spider's web. The unprecedented
Electoral Law governing the ballot was
rigged in such a way that some candi-
dates won even though they received
fewer votes than others.

The most notorious case was that of
the president of the PPD, socialist Ri-

cardo Lagos, who, despite receiving

399,408 votes, lost a Senate race to the
leader of the Independent Democratic
Union

{UDI), Jaime Guzman, favored
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LATIN AMERICA

URUGUAY

Change Without Change

The century-old predominance of the Colorado Party
appears over, but the new president won't shake
things up. Meanwhile, the left advances

he results of last November's
elections in Uruguay revealed a
clear desire for change. The pres-
ident-elect is Luis Alberto Lacalle of
the opposition National Party (the Blan-
cos), while the leftist Frente Amplio
(Broad Front) won the mayor's race in
Montevideo, the capital and largest city.
The double whammy struck a serious
blow to President Julio Maria Sangui-
netti and his Colorado Party. While
many voters were expressing their
frustration with the lack of effective re-
democratizaton during Sanguinetti's
five-year term, the long-term effects
appear to be more significant, The out-
come heralds a new era in Uruguayan
politics, ending the century-long pre-
dominance of the Colorado Party, which
generally held forth within a virtual two-
party system that included the National
Party.
the
outcomes in

The
parroted
countries emerging from military dic-
tatorships. The Colorados “paid a high

rejection of
electoral

ruling party

other

price for (their role in) the transition
process and adjustments that were nec-
essary to overcome the legacy of 12-
years of authoritarian rule,”” noted Uru-
guayan sociologist Juan Rial. He com-
pared the Uruguayan results with those
in Argentina, where former President
Raul Alfonsin’s Radical Party was de-
feated, and Brazil,

identified

where the parties

most with the government
fared poorly.

But Rial pointed out one important
Uruguayan peculiarity: polls show that
the Colorado Party electorate is aging,
while the National Party and the Frente
Amplio appeal more to younger voters
who are more open to change.

In terms of economic policy, how-
ever, Lacalle will remind a lot of people
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of his predecessor. The grandson of
former Blanco strongman Luis Alberto
de Herrera, the president-elect is ex-
pected to make cosmetic rather than
real changes. That elicits little surprise,
as both parties encompass broad and
similar ideological spectrums: their dif-
ferences stem from a 19th century ri-
valry in which the Blancos represented
traditional agrarian sectors and the Co-
lorados the urban commercialand man-
ufacturing interests. During the mili-
tary regime, the previously more con-
servative Blancos were radicalized, and
they rejected the 1984 accord with the
military that reinstituted civilian rule -
charging the Colorados with “continual-
ism."”

Lacalle’'s campaign platform varied
little from that of his Colorado rival Jor-
ge Battle. Both promised to encourage
foreign investment, maintain the coun-
try's floating exchange rate, continue to
allow deposits in foreign currencies, en-
sure the free flow of capital in and out of
the country, and to maintain Uruguay as
a financial center. The only substantial
difference is that Lacalle promised to
regulate the constitutionally-guaranteed
right to strike.

But the Blancos will have a tough
row to hoethroughthe country's bicam-
eral legislature. party will
control less than 40 percent of the seats,
meaning that the Lacalle administration

ine ruling

must forge alliances.

Thus, Lacalle's obvious first move as
president-elect was a series of talks with
political opponents. lronically, these be-
gan with leading figures within his own
party - partly due to Uruguay's unusual
electoral system under which each party
can nominate an unlimited number of
candidates. The winner is the top vote-
the candidates of the

getter amang

y

Lacalle: new
president
with old
policies

party receiving the highest number of
votes overall.

There were three Blanco nominees:
Lacalle, the most conservative; Alberto
Zumaréan, a centrist who represents a line
associated with the late Wilson Fer-
reira Adunate; and Carlos Julio Pereira,
the most progressive of the three, and
the only National Party candidate who
backed an unsuccessful referendum that
would have overturned an amnesty de-
cree that bars prosecution of those ac-
cused of human rights abuses during
the 1973-1984 military dictatorship. If he
achieves internal unity, Lacalle's next
task will be to try to build a coalition or
at least attract additional supporters.
Failing this, he will be forced to follow
on a path blazed by Sanguinetti - the
extensive use of the presidential veto
power.

The National Party also won 16 of
the country’s 19 mayoral races, but this
impressive performance can hardly be
considered a sweep as the Nationals lost
in Montevideo, the nation’s capital and
sole large urban center. Montevideo is
home to some 47 percent of the coun-
try’'s population, which barely tops three
million; no other city can boast over
100,000 inhabitants. And in the capital,
the leftist coalition Frente Amplio
emerged victorious. The Frente consists
of Communist Party, the Socialist Party
and several smaller groups.

The mayor-elect is Tabaé Vasquez, a
medical doctor who derives much of his
popularity from a stint as president of
the football team Progreso, a perennial
loser that broke a decades-long string of
poor performances last year. In many
Latin American countries, football clubs
play a social as well as an athletic role,
and Vasquez went even further than
usual. Progreso became involved in a
number of community activities, most
importantly in the construction of a
child care center and health clinic in a
poor neighborhood on the outskirts of
town, Vasquez intends to use this expe-
rience as a pilot project for municipal
programs. g
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AFRICA

NAMIBIA

The pawns in a reactionary counterattack

ebate in

Namibia, especially

within the South We

People’s Organ
is fOLithing on the country's new con-
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possible.
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Leading t aught is the moderator
“whites only” Dutc

Reverend Cobus ¢

of the h Reformed
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Klerk. De Klerk h

German and Afri

a group of

s churches whi

are trying to ensure the continuation of
independence.

formed a private

has

The group
company, the Interdenominational As-
sociation for Christian Education, that
will run 16 schools using the German
and Afrikaans languages to teach a cur-
riculum modeled on a neo-Nazi system
throughout South
white-only state schools. The
wants to lease school facilities from

South Africa’s Colonial Administrator

employec Africa’s

group

2 state.

the

General Louis Pienaar ga

go-

rk says law-

ahead to the project. De Kle

yers have assured the company that the

would [ binding on any
g

contract

post-indepenc government.
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A SWAPO spokesperson stated that
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but they must build their own
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schools,
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Under apartheid colonialism, primary
State

schools for black children were few,

education was downgraded.

noorly serviced and staffed by teachers

th little or no training.
The only alternatives for black chil-

Reading, Writing... and Reaction

The three R's will become four if reactionaries are able to establish virtually
white-only private schools with public assistance

dren were church-run schools and a few

cooperative institutions sponsored by

development agencies like Oxfam. Sec

ondary and university education was
essentially closed to blacks.

SWAPQO has called for a completely
new educational system, based on a
new nine-year primary school program,
which would be compulsory and free.
The aims would be to provide basic lit-
eracy and mathematics, introduce
practical education to counter years of
colonialism, and offer some profession-
al training. Primary education could be
conducted in a “home language” - in-

cluding Afrikaans and native African
languages.

Secondary school education will be
in English, with optional classes taught
in “home languages.” Unlike the current
South African white-only system aimed
at preparing students to continue onto

ducation will strive

college, secondary
to provide what SWAPO says will be
occupational

“general education and

ence within the context of a na-

COMpPE
tional development framework.,"”

The
college will be encouraged to fill techni-

ect few who continue onto
cal and professional niches important to

the nation: medicine, engineering,
fisheries, mining, etc.

In opposition to this post-independ-
ence vision, De Klerk and his company
offer “Christian-based mother-tongue
education.” He maintains that the initia-
tive is “'definitely not an attempt by Afri-
kaans speakers to perpetuate a system
of apartheid.”

But local observers see the move as
the first in a series of tactics by reaction-
the end of

aries unwilling to accept

colonialism. “By their move they are

implying that in the future there will be

an intolerance for Christianity by an in-
dependent government and that English
will be the official language to the exclu-
sion of all others,” said one observer, @
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ZAMBIA

Back with the IMF

A new economic program has the IMF seal of approval, but
before any new loans begin to flow, the country must resume
payments on its debts to that body and the World Banlk

President Kaunda: toeing the IMF line in search of new loans

By John Mukela®

ambia, the International Mone-

tary Fund (IMF) and the World

Bank appear to be approaching a
reconciliation. Two-and-a-half vyears
ago, a disagreement over economic re-
form policies led to an end of IMF bal-
ance-of-payments support for Zambia.
The country also suffered a loss of aid
for development programs.

Now, however, the government has
drawn up a policy framework paper
(PFP) which has received a nod of ap-
proval from the IMF and the World
Bank, establishing the basis for renewed
cooperation. According to Finance Min-
ister Gibson Chigaga after talks in Wash-
with the IMF and the World
Bank, the two institutions reviewed the
PEP and found it acceptable.

The program tackles issues such as
exchange rates, liberalized import reg-
ulations, reductions in money supply
and budget deficits, the decontrol of
consumer prices and a lifting of sub-

ington

To reduce dependence on the
exports,

sidies,
country's reliance on copper
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the government plans to increase
growth in non-metal sectors from this
year's 1.9 percent to 5.5 percent in 1993,

and to reduce inflation from this year's
95 percent to 15 percent in 1993.
President Kenneth Kaunda's main

preoccupation at present is to woo more
loans from donors and to bail out an
economy close to collapse.

His latest strategy has included far-
reaching measures, chief among which
are a 47 percent devaluation of the kwa-
cha, the issuing of new currency and
moves towards ending government
subsidies on almost all commodities.
The last time the government tried to
reduce subsidies on maize meal - the
staple food - rioting broke out.

Showing renewed confidence, West-
ern donor governments have begun
dangling aid carrots, promising more
assistance if Zambia demonstrates the
will to press ahead with its reforms.

As part of the PFP, a program of in-
vestment in the public sector is also un-
der way. Projects have been carefully
selected with an emphasis on complet-
ing those already underway and those
aimed at badly needed rehabilitation.
Plant, machinery, roads and general in-

frastructure are given top priority. New
projects will no 'doubt be undertaken but
must have a high economic rate of return.
Some of the changes are aiready
yielding results,
has brought

The currency reform
excess money down to
manageable proportions and traders
now bank most of their money for fear
of further government action. In'the last
change, many were caught unawares,
and those who had hoarded money in
their houses wound up having to pay a
50 percent withholding tax.

Discrepancies, however, still remain.
For instance, while a quarter of the gov-
ernment’s total budget is swallowed up
by military expenditures, spending on
health services and education has drop-
ped alarmingly. Twenty-five years after
independence, the government has turn-
ed away from electoral promises based
on Kaunda’s humanistic society of “free
health and education and an egg a day
for everyone.”

The government recognizes, how-
ever, that it will have to retain some pro-
tective measures for the most vulnera-
ble groups of people. At present it in-
tends to retain coupons for maize meal
for the benefit of the lowest income
groups, provisionally retain the fertilizer
subsidy for small-scale farmers, and
provide financial incentives to encour-
age the resettlement of urban dwellers
in rural areas.

Other potential social projects are
under consideration, but Zambia needs
to borrow more to finance these efforts.
Although the rift with the IMF appears
to be resolved, new monies from that
body and the World Bank will only be-
gin to come in when Zambia begins to
once again repay its debts to the two
institutions. Zambia currently owes
USS$300 million to the IMF and USS$150
million to the World Bank. Zambia also
needs IMF backing to reach an agree-
ment on new terms of repayment on its
USS7 billion foreign debt.

It is clear that even with the best of
intentions, Zambia cannot fully service
its debt on a regular basis without a
serious impact on the economy which
could result in renewed unrest. ®

* Panos. The author is a development journalist in Lusa-
ka, Zambia.
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ETHIOPIA

Crumbling Country

A decades-old struggle between the Ethiopian government
and several insurgent forces is rapidly coming
to a climax. What is left of Ethiopian unity depends
on its army, which has been suffering major military reverses

By A. M. Babu*

thiopia could soon become the
first modern African country to
disintegrate.

Reports indicate government
forces -are retreating in disarray in the
face of a large-scale offensive by the
Ethiopian insurgents. Their advance
forces are said to be approaching the
capital, Addis Ababa.

This dramatic turn of events came

that

soon after the government received the
largest shipment of
equipment ever
Union to its African ally.

The strategic aim of the guerrilla of-

single military

provided by the Soviet

fensive is to cut Addis Ababa from the
port city of Assab on the Red Sea. The
road to Assab is the last remaining link
between the capital and the northern
part of the country where the govern-

f
ment for 28 years has been waging a

against Eritrean secession-
Although the Ethiopian army in Eri-
trea is reported to be digging in, its po-
sition is now highly vulnerable. Troop
morale is already low following the crush-
ing defeats the army suffered in 1988
guerrillas
province.

at the hands of both Eritrean

and  insurgents from Tigre
These defeats led in turn to an attempt-

ed military coup last year which Ethio-

pian strongman Haile Miryam Mengistu
crushed by executing nearly 115 gener-
als and senior officers. Some 500 sol-
diers were also imprisoned.

The current offensive by anti-Men-
gistu Ethiopian forces - the new Ethio-
pian People’s Revolutionary Democratic
Movement (EPRDM) which includes the
Tigre People’s Liberation Army (TPLA)
- has already cost the government army
an estimated 20,000 men. Western ob-
servers report large-scale desertions to
the guerrillas.

The EPRDM has

support throughout Ethiopia. That fact,

popular

gained

nt impressive victories, is

plus their re

ulation here on the pos-

sgration of the Ethiopian

In fact, it 1s only the government ar-

Nairobi talks: Al-Marin of the EPLF, Ethiopia’s Ashagre Yiglety and Carter

my that is keeping Ethiopia intact, If
riding on the successes of the Ethiopian
insurgents the Eritrean rebels now man-
age to destroy the backbone of govern-
the Eritrean front,
Ethiopia could degenerate into war-

ment forces on

lordism.
Unlike the Eritreans, the Tigreans are
not fighting for secession. But their

goals do not extend beyond Tigre prov-
ince. Despite their alliance with other
Ethiopian opposition forces, notably the
Ethiopian People's Democratic Move-
ment, they would never be able to gov-
ern Ethiopia as a whole.

The potential breakup of Ethiopia is
viewed with alarm throughout Africa
because its consequences would spill
over throughout the region. Observers
believe this is why President Daniel
Arap Moi of Kenya has agreed to me-
diate between Ethiopia and Eritrea.

But with Mengistu still in power, the
chances of settling the Eritrean question
in Nairobi are remote. Despite his will-
ingness to talk to the Eritreans, Men-
gistu is still reportedly under the illusion
he can win the war in Eritrea, especially
with the recent infusion of supplies from
the Soviet Union.

Even the Eritreans worry about the
prospect of Ethiopia's disintegration,

While they want independence, they
don't want to live next door to'a country
that is unravelling. That is why they are
making every effort to cooperate with
the mediation efforts of former U.S.
President Jimmy Carter.

The Soviet motives on the Horn of
Africa remain unclear., While Cuba has
already withdrawn its military personnel
Ethiopia,

3,000 military operatives in the country.

from the Soviets still have
Yet Moscow has paired its massive new
supplies to the Ethiopian army with calls
for a peaceful solution and even the ap-
pointment of a special to the
EPLF.

The one certainty on the Horn is that
Y

envoy

the decades-long struggle between

Ethiopia's central government and a

variety of insurgent forces is coming 1o
look as if the

climax and it doesn’t

government can hold. L]
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Wearing Down

The destabilization war
continues to take its toll

By Jane Springer*®

the
brought little reason to rejoice in
Mozambique, a country suffer-
ing from a war of destabilization which

he arrival of new year

has ravaged its people and economy for
10 years,

Extrapolating from 1988 U.N. esti-
mates, over one million people - half of

them children - have died due to the

effects of the war since 1980, when the

country’'s population stood at 12.1 mil-

lion, And that figure excludes soldiers

killed in combat.

Most killing and starvation takes

place in the countryside, but no Mo

zambican is untouched by the war

Everyone has at least one relative,

friend or workmate among the victims.

Many urbanites have taken in their rural
¥

s who left the land, fleeing from

relatis
attacks carried out by the National Re-
(MNR),

bandits.”

sistance Movement popularly

and officially known as

War-ending strategies were the main
item the

leading up to the Fifth Congress of the

Front

on agenda of all discussions

Mozambique Liberation
last

quim Chissano announced a

ruling

(FRELIMO) July. President Joa-

week prior

o the congress that his government had

ed Mozambican

robi, Kenya. Chissano a

conditions for direct

neqotia

§

Hing o eupnoria

anticipation of

intry in

but the party congress camt

and we

people overlo ] the facts that
he FRELIMO party left Ma n-Lenin

ism out of its statutes and program and

reformed its party membership pol

Icy permitting applications from pre-
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(ids are hard hit by destabilization

viously banned like rel

people, polygamists, and business peo-

groups gious
ple.

Talks between the MNR and Mozam-

and
President

bican church leaders between the
MNR Daniel

Arap Moi of Kenya and President Rob-
Y

and mediators
ert: Mugabe of Zimbabwe were held in

great secrecy during August.

VINR's own 16-point doc-
impossible
tempt to set itself up as a legitimate

Then the

ument appeared, an at-

political party.
Although news of the discouraging

results of the talks and the MNR's policy

re not published in lo-

that the t:

document we

cal press, people knew

were getting nowhere.
The army,

troops, scored a number of military suc-
' L

aided by Zimbabwean

st, the most

cesses in July and Aug
portant being the overrunning of the
MNR he 2, in So-

fala province. Moz ernment

dqu

troops also managed t
eral small towns

But attacks near the

notably against power lines linkir

@
w

puto to South African energy sourc

They e sabotaged seven times be-

en July and November, forcing

riodic rationing that had a devastating

oy

effect on industry, essential service

aily life.

In spite of the desperate state of

1N, Most

much of the country's popule

people continue to support the govern-

stand on peace talks. They want

ment's
the government to talk but do not ac-

th

"How

someone who destroys s

hospitals be a minister?”” a woman in

Mianica province asked the president at

a rally in November.

MOZAMBIQUE

The second issue on the tongues of
Mozambicans is the government’s Eco-
nomic Recovery Program (PRE) and its
negative effects, especially on the poor.
Now entering its fourth year, the struc-
tural adjustment program put in place
with the support of the World Bank and
the International Monetary Fund had
devalued the Mozambican currency, the
metical, by 2,025 percent by the end of
1989.

Foreigners may be struck by how

o0

much wealthier the country is - there
are goods in the stores and food in the
long dormant cafés and restaurants. Yet
the wealth belongs to a privileged few.
The minimum industrial wage buys only
half of a six-person family’s nutritional
requirements, not to mention other needs.
But these workers are doing well com-
pared to the impoverished majority.
Few were encouraged by Prime Min-
ister Mario Machungo's November
announcement that the World Bank and
international donors had agreed to fund
a new program to aid the urban poor -
offering school lunches in the cities, job
programs and aid to the elderly and dis-
probably take months

then imagine the

will

abled. "It
before it starts, and
lines!” commented a woman who sells
peanuts and gum on the street. People
earning more than the minimum wage
will not benefit from the program.
Mozambique's emergency program
(in large part supplying food aid to dis-
placed countryside),
generously supported by the international
community in its first two years, was
critically underfunded in 1989. The will-
ingness to fund the economic recovery
program rather than the emergency
program appears to signal an increasing

people in the

amount of foreign influence over an

r Mozambican government

ever We

infrastructure.

Altho e con-

h some see hope in tf
tinuing pressure on South Africa’s Pres-

V. de Klerk to reform the apart-

Mozambicans

heid system, most be-

lieve that only with the end of apartheid

will there be a genuine opportunity 1o

minate the MNR and begin the mon-

umental task of national reconstruc-

tion. L

third world - 25




AFRICA SENEGAL/GAMBIA

The Unmaking of a Nation

After nearly a decade, the Senegambia confederation appears to have disintegrated
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AFRICA

SENEGAL/GAMBIA

separatist movement that is fighting for
the creation of a sovereign state in the
Casamance Province of Senegal; and
the signing of a military pact between
Nigeria and Gambia.

Under the Senegambian treaty, ag-
gression against either of the two coun-
tries is considered as an attack on both.
But during the Senegal-Mauritania cri-
sis in early 1989, Gambia refused to
stand behind Senegal and
Mauritania. Instead the Gambian ad-
ministration tried to play role of
mediator between the two states.

In contrast to Dakar's action in 1981,
when 3,000 Senegalese troops helped

s

condemn

the

put down the coup attempt in Gambia,
Banjul ignored its confederate partner's
request to send a token force to patrol
the Bissau

disputed Senegal-Guinea

border last year, The dispute between

Dakar and Bissau is over the rights to
offshore oil that Senegal
along the countries’ maritime border.

discovered

Diouf: “No prospects for progress”

Senegal’'s President Diouf interpreted
this refusal as a violation of the Sene-
gambian treaty and accused his Gam-
bian counterpart of siding with Guinea
Bissau. Diouf is also worried that Gam-
bia and Guinea Bissau will provide
bases for separatist dissidents from the
southern Senegalese province of Casa-
mance. Both Guinea Bissau and Gambia
share borders with Casamance.

Early last year, Gambia signed a de-
fense pact with Africa’s most populous
nation, Nigeria. Gambia had found a
new godfather and could be assured of
security assistance independent of Se-
negal.

Around the same time, President
Jawara proposed an amendment to the
Senegambian constitution that would
allow him to assume the presidency of
the confederation. Poorly received in
Dakar, this move combined with the
other developments to put Senegambia
on its death bed. ®

Lend a Hand to Third World Education

Many Third World social studies
teachers would like to use third world in
the classroom, but tight budgets often
prevent them from purchasing the
magazine.

In response to this need, we are
calling upon our readers to contribute
to Third World education by donating
subscriptions to schools in the South for
the reduced price of US$7 a year.

If you like, you may earmark the
subscription for a specific country or
educational institution.

ADOPT A SCHOOL

O

Please send__subscriptions at US$7 each to schools in the following Third World country or countries:

]
O

* If you want to donate the subscription to a specific Third World educational institution, please include its name and address on

Please send___ subscriptions at US$7 each to refugee schools run by the United Nations.
Please send___ subscriptions at US$7 each to schools where they are most needed.
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MIDDLE EAST

Relentlessly Occupied

A visit to the West Bank by an Israeli solidarity delegation
unveils the realities of occupation: restriction of
movement, imprisonment and persistent harassment
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For some members of the Israell sol-

iation, the visit is their first

ned occupation

that a

enlights

Some find it hard to believe

sweep ol a8 military caommander's pen

an rob a of the rnight to work or

T

ew minutes away, The

ent of the military commanders’ pow-
er over the lives of residents of the oc-
territories is illustrated in the

room in which t} visit takes pl I
spite 1S« precarious the

house has not been repaired because

occupation authorities have denied the

ymiy builch permit
he wvisitor y Fatma with ques
tions. How have her ind ac-

iuaintances reacted to her town arrest?
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ipportive of my tivity became closer
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Agricultural Resistance

Israeli occupation has disturbed agriculture in the West Bank and Gaza Strip,
but as in other spheres, the Palestinians are organizing themselves to fight back

By Ahamad Ashkar”

al, near Nablus

3.500), is considered by the Is-

({population

raeli security forces to be one of
the West Bank's quieter villages. But in
August 1988
at military vehicles entering the village

to take down Palestinian flags and re-

a local youth threw stones

move graffiti. As a result, the army cut
off the residents from the outside world,
laying siege for 35 days.

Like most villages in the West Bank
and Gaza Strip, Tal is agricultural, and
people there raise cattle and plant trees,
s. One villager, a uni-
versity student, stated that during the

110]

especially fig tree

siege, the village lost over USS87.0(
from fig sales and that cattle raisers lost
2,000

38 In T

I 150 guava and cit-

In September 1¢ iikarm, Israeli

bulldozers uprootec

: 28, charging that they provided
cover for those throwing petrol bombs
i authori-

at the army. In Hebron, Isr

ties bulldozed some land and inthe proc-
ess uprooted mare than 30 grape vines

belonging to a local farmer.

In the Gaza Strip, Israelishovels dam-

aged over 100 citrus trees, and demol

ed a guard’s four-room hut v

lived with his large family. Again, the

as a shelter for those throwing petrol
bombs.

These exampl draw attention to

agricultural losses wrought by lIs-

i occupation of the West Bank and
za Strip.

In the 1940s, near the end of the Brit-

ish Mandate, Palestine's agricultural

output amounted to 90 percent of total
national production, distributed among

all branches of agriculture, including

cattle farming and fishing. By 1949, fol-

lowing the Rhodes Armistice Agree-

990 - February - No.24.

ment, Israel took over 73 percent of Pal-
estine, all but for 500,000 dunums (equal
to 2.2 acres or 0.9 hectares) which are
owned by Palestinians inside the green
line,

During over two de
tion,

ades of occupa-
has taken owver 3.4 million
dunums of W

Israel

3st Bank land, most of

which was registered as state land in the

name of the Hashe

Kingdom of
Jordan. Because of the

conditions in

topographic
Bank

of ti
- the land is mountainous and stony -

much e West
and the political situation under occu-
pation, farmers depend largely on rain

water rather than irrigation.

Olive and almond trees
predominate, though grain
fields are also in evidence.

t Bank

make their livings from agri-

Most We residents

culture, although ac

statistics are not avai

One-third of the land in
the Gaza Strip-1

has be

2n- confiscated

ums -
from its owners and trans-
ferred to Israeli settlers, To-
with

gether population

growth, this has caused tl

ruin of the

agricultural sec-
tor where, nowadays, it is mostly com-
posed of citrus trees

Israeli authorities have

Since

confiscated land, restricted water sup-

plies, prevented the establishment of

independent national industries, and
filled local markets with Israeli produce.
Palestinians continue to cultivate their
land while doing double duty in the Is-

raeli labor market.

Since the start of the intifaga (upris-

100,000

ing), the approximately who
work inside the green line have suffered
losses in income. And the army has re-
sorted to economic attacks in additian to
physical repression. This began ina hap-
but has become in-

hazard manner,

creasingly more organized:

e Villages are placed under long pe-
riods of siege and curfew, during which
crops are neglected. For example, when
villagers in Tal tried harvest their figs
while under curfew, their donkeys were
confiscated - and some shot = by the
army.

® Locally grown vegetables cannot
be sold inside the green line. Violators
have their produce confiscated or des-
troyed.

® Trees along main roads are up-

rooted. For instance last year in the Je-
nin area army bulldozers uprooted hun-
dreds of olive trees belonging to the

Occupied harvest: watermelons for sale

village of Silat al-Harthiya.

® Garden trees shrubs are
allegedly because
hide behind

and
petrol-

them.

uprooted,
throwers
Among the places this has occurred are

bomb

Qalgiliya, Tulkarm and Gaza.

e Farmers are arrested and prevent-
ed from harvesting their crops.

e Agricultural produce is damaged
during raids on villages. For example,

on fire in Ya'bad, near Je-
%
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Two specific Israeli actions in 1988
particularly harmed Palestinian farmers.
First, the Roman Catholic monastery in
Jerusalem, following Israeli require-
ments, stopped buying large quantities
of grapes from Hebron for wine pro-
duction. And, secondly, the government
facilitated the import of chick-peas from
Turkey, flooding the market at

e time
of the local harvest. The price fell by one
third.

Farmers say that they can tolerate
army actions but not the export prohi-
bition, The Palestinians of the West
Bank and Gaza Strip used to export
their produce via Jordan to the rest of
the Arab world, especially rich Guif states.
This changed when King Hussein of
Jordan announced the separation of the
Vest Banks. Jordan now

and

East

claims that it is no longer legally re-

sponsible for finding markets for such
produce. Locals consider it just another
of Jordan's maneuvers to

put economic

pressure on the inhabitants of the West

Bank and Gaza Strip.

Things would have deteri

anyway, maintained Abu al-Sadiq

of the Jenin municipal agricultural and

marketing department.
the

The Gulf war,
fall in oil revenues and the devel-
opment of Jordanian agriculture, espe-
cially inthe GhurValley, have all contrib-
uted to the decrease in the quantity of
our goods which can be marketed in
Jordan and the Gulf,” he said.

For instance, here it costs 140 di

(USS400) to grow one dunum of citrus

trees, whereas in Jordan the cost is only

50 dinars (US$145)," he noted. "Here a

kilo of olive oil sells for 1.25 dinars; in

Jordan it costs only 40 fils (0.4 dinar).

These fiqures reveal the extent of the
competition. In the Gaza Strip farmers
are able to export only citrus fruits.

fter the European Economic Com-

decided to import produce di-

rectly from the occupiea territones

sraell intermediaries,

nnistration at
} tons of citrus
for

But in France

ties of 0 2X[
cannot compete with European p
in Paris a kilo of onions costs

(0,05 dinar); in Jenin it costs 15 fils.
However, Palestinian farmers benefit

from climatic differences that result in a

harvest that comes

citrus fruit lwo or

three months earlier than Europe's.
Prices for all crops are higher in Europe
during this period.

During the rest of the year, Palestin-
ians would like Arab states to pick up
the import slack as a gesture of solidar-
ity with the independence struggle. But
no such move has been fmlhvmmru:,

The leadership of the intifada, sure of
the capacity of the people to continue to
make sacrifices, supervises and coordi-
nates agricultural committees which or-

The

only do planning and extension work,

ganize production. commuittees not

they also help farmers in cultivation and
harvesting.

When Qabativa was under curfew for
almost months, the

two agricultural

committee gathered in the onion crop

and put it in bags ready for sale - to cite
just one example. This is proving to be
the Palestinians' most effective way of
challenging the authorities, bringing an
end to occupation and planning their

own future. .
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Military Caldron

President Aquino survived the latest coup attempt, but the real victor is the military itself
which continues to extract ever higher concessions as the price for its loyalty

Snuggling up with an ever influential army: Aquino reviews troops (left) and warmly greets Defense Secretary Ramos

By Walden Bello*

he latest coup attempt in Manila
failed. Aside from what one aide
to President Corazon Aquino
described as “the psychological demor-
created forces

alization” among rebel

by the intervention of U.S. phantom
jets, a key reason for Aquino's survival

was the marked absence of popular
support for the mutineers. Despite the
spread ofcorruption and continuing pov-
erty,

prefer to live under Aquino’s bumbling

most Filipinos apparently still
democracy than under another author-
itarian order, at least for now,

But Aguino’s resort to North Ameri-
can intervention during the latest mu-
- IS an ad

tiny - the sixth in four years

mission that her formula for survival

may no longer work. This strategy has

1990 - February - No.24

been to cultivate the loyalty of the bulk
of the Philippines Armed Forces (AFP)
to fend off the ambitious minority that
wants to impose direct military rule.
Aquino's dilemma is, to a great ex-
tent, her own making. In her struggle
against dictator Ferdinand Marcos, it
was the taking to the streets of hun-
dreds of thousands of people that neu-
tralized and eventually split the AFP,
But her threat early in the current crisis
to once more call on
was hollow, since she had demobilized

“people power”

her popular following shortly after she
Aquino chose
instead to rely on Defense Secretary Fi-

began her presidency.
del Ramos to keep the army loyal.

This strategy worked for a time, but it
exacted a higher and higher price with
every new mutiny. Early on, Aquino
shelved plans to try officers for human
rights committed

abuses during the

Marcos regime. And after the August

1987 coup attempt, she removed practi-
cally all civilian checks on the military’s
campaign leftist insurgents,
which had come under heavy criticism
for widespread human rights abuses,
including the extrajudicial execution of
suspected communists.

against

The latest coup attempt is likely to
reinforce this pattern. Many observers
agree that the military as an institution
is the only real victor. This uneasy and
unstable coexistence of fragile parlia-
nentary institutions and an increasingly
dominant military has lent a schizo-
phrenic Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde cast to
the Aquino government, according to
Philippines expert John Cavanaugh of
Washington's Institute for Policy Stu-

. PNS analyst
nent Debacle: The
along-ime human rights
{ the Instit

1S a resear
glopmant Policy
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February 1986: the installation of the
military as the country’s directing elite,
RAM's ideology combines authoritar
ian and populist elements, Strong anti
communism is accompanied by disdain
tor the |"|l‘,||‘!|llll.'?'\ of civilian |m||lu'|.n|};,

who are

1 as weakx,corr l!i‘.{, \':I'!I.l serv-
ing the interests of the oligarchy. One
former RAM officer, Rodolfo Aguinaldo,
who now serves as governor of a northern
province, recently offered an interesting
variant of RAM ideology. “For 15
years,'" he told one reporter, | was after

the wrong enemy (the Communist Party

of the Philippines), but | came to learn
that the real enemy are the corrupt poli-
ticians.'

With the Aquino administration

wracked by financial scandals involving

the president’'s own relatives, 1t 1s not

surprising that RAM's appeals resonate

widely within the military rank-and-file,

fdies recent developn Honasar s, in fact, abel to convince at

; nt develo 2 2
that “Mr. Hyde is now going to take ot ’ ¥ ’_; two companies of Philippines Ma
- *8 rines, supposedly the AFP's most pro-

over completely.’ " s ; o=t :
Like Aquino, the U.S. faces the same . %\ f - fessional soldiers, to lead the current
military. ' . l"“ mutiny. It was the Marines who put
down Honasan's August 1987 coup
atter

But even if a coup should succeed in

dilemma with the Philippine

The image of F-4 jets buzzing muting

armed with weapons from the

million-a-year U.S. military

" » " ¥ A& S i il i'r vy - T
gram sums up this dilemma. . It will be difficult to maintain

e military or military-domin

ile, and not only be

ething caldron of

generals now In top

distrust RAM,

pporiers among

er junior officers with

commands. Moreover, most of

key members are PMA gradi

ite

nown to- constit

s who entered

the ranks via the reserve officers’ train-

Ine orps and other means to form
r fraterr to effe ey M
y command positions

Undivided lovalty from the AFF to a
RAM dominated military junta is
doubtful in the event of a successful

up. More hkely, a r |

itary takec

open the door to more

posing factions of what the British

oupsas ap-

magazine Economist has «

- ““the

world's worst army’’ act out their inter-

erred conclusion

alries on the political stage L
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Based on a Special
Relationship

The controversy over the U.S. bases in the Philippines
continues apace as Presidents Bush and Aquino stress
the “special relationship” between their countries

bsent from the formal agenda of Vv to for s than ideal ns
late vea t it 15 offe 2 Philippines’ Armed

Leorge Bush and Corazon A -

Farces joint use of the facilities

no the is 2 that now occupies some are
1er staq in y.~Philippines rela ng to turr tc
tions - the future of Clark Air Force Base The one thing the Washinaton ni: 1al

and Subic Naval Base, two of the largest  security is determined
:

installations over

. not 1

nany Pentagon served as a s

as the U.5

gard e and Clark ‘s most val intervention in t

important foreign bases, to a rapidly ing the “Tanker War”

Filipino nationalist movement Washi

eminent

onstitution p

Claro BRecto once de- vides for a national referendum on the

| as dagger pointed at the bases if the government feels thisis nec-
throat of Pt mipping sovereignt e Acs Stepher wrth, for
S0 long as the bases remain, these U Ambassador to Man it, “If

influential Filipinos argue, Washington the Filipinos decide by a referendum, as

undue ir

provided for in their const

IS ren In | \ T (=]
United States justified its 14-vear 10 guarantee

port far former strongman Ferdi In fact, despite the

nd T on the grour that anti-b

hev's offer to

ym Camranh Bay, 1,

withdraw

ymeters away in Vietnam, if the In preparation for a possible vote,
( Vashir s deploying a battery of

argument has economic weapons 10 insure voter ap-

ced J of the Philippines proval. Glossy U.S, Embassy-produced
1 ntly, 15 out of 23 members booklets 1tel r th the
for the withdrawal of the bases bases million

vhen their le seplember annually into the domestic economy.

apparently ex-

ritv I1n the Sen 5a

. i &
QODOds ana se

at reauirec to ratit Ny new treaty tended procuremen

ices beyond the areas surrounding the

bases to other regions of the archipela-

\'Ol'f'i[]{"'l"lﬁil'li(?ll 2ment, -are

anded to most of the country’s 7

maost effective lev-
appears to be the Multilateral
i {(MAI1}, a U.S.-led effort to

billion in economic as-

a five-year period. Many

the so-called “mini

i to the mainte-

conne

the

 plan is already in high gear.

.o, g

They point to a recent resolution passed

more lower hou
of the Philippine Congress, calling for a

referendum on the bases. De-

ition of "keeping my

ent

1e bases, Pre

Aquino is p

aying

ton's design, according to critics.

d for

Shartly before eparted

House of Repre

referendum, ®

-~
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Take the Money and Run

Tax evasion, smuggling, dollar salting, illegal exploitation
of natural resources and corruption. Annual losses from
these practices are greater than the public budget

EIIB s the country IrOss
‘-‘. hiar / < rrruantn | . r 1 1 1 10
By Juan V., Sarmiento Jr. roauct I PO y gro witions has prompted many unions to
Huo A SIX [ I nt
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Losing a Sure Thing

Although Soviet troops have pulled out, the Afghan rebels aren’t winning.
U.S. and Pakistani interference has played a major role in their failures

By Eqbal Ahmad*

he United States and Pakistan
have managed to snatch defeat
from the jaws of victory in Af-
ghanistan. Victory had se certain
for the U.,S.-backed rebels early in 1988
when Moscow agreed to withdraw from

amed

Afghanistan - on a tight schedule and
under U.N. supervision. Unfortunately,
Washington raised the ante,

The Geneva Accord of April 1988 stip-
ulated that the U.S. and Pakistan would
end their military support of the muja-
hideen when the Soviet withdrawal be-
gan. When Washington continued arm-
ing the rebels, the U.N. and the USSR
acquiesced. All parties expected a quick
mujahideen military victory, By year's
end the rebels’ capture of Kabul appear-
ed so imminent that for safety's sake,
Washington withdrew its diplomatic
staff from Afghanistan’s capital.

But Kabul held out. This spring, so
did besieged Jalalabad, which the mu-
jahideen had hoped to turn into their

interim capital.

=ince the Jalalabad debacle, mujahi-
deen failures have become ever more
evident:
® They have not captured one Afghan

or gavernment stronghold since

the last Soviet soldier left Afghanistan

® Rebel groups which had participated
in the resistance coalition are increas-
ingly making peace with Kabul.;

he number of mujahideen volunteers

nfighting among rel
become bloo Her,

ith ethnic and tribal divisions tl
the ctre of civil war between the reb-
el groups themse
® Far from providing he ret
L internnim government nd F @xists only
on paper, concedes its foreign minister

February No.24

® Intellectuals are deserting in growing
numbers, signalling the loss of legiti-
macy and the moral of the
mujahideen;

isolation

® The Jihad (Holy War) has now lost its
meaning, says Hassan Kakar, a promi-
nent Afghan scholar who spent years in
Kabul's prisons.

These failures underscore one ines-
capable fact that was lost on Washing-
ton and Islamabad: popular support for
the resistance arose out of nationalism,
not out of the Islamic ideology of muija-
hideen organizations, When the Soviets
withdrew, the resistance logt its nation-
alist rallying point and its Islamic fervor
was unable to fill the void.

Moreover, after the Soviet withdraw-
al, Afghans everywhere wanted an end
to the bloodiest war in their history and
a return to almost any kind of peace.
Instead, the mujahideen pushed for to-

.and Pa-

tal victory. Prodded by the U
kistan, the quarrelling rebels launched

their disastrous siege of Jalalabad.
While the resistance remained ideologi-
cally frozen, Kabul gained support by
moderating its posture.

The appearance of

indepe
from foreign control is as crudal to mod-
ern resistance movements as it is to gov-
ernments. While the Kabul government
lost its legitimacy 10 years ago with the

Soviet occupsz 2 mujahideen

who now appear increasingly to be the

tools of Washington and Islamab

Just after the Soviet withdrawal, two

events dramatized U.S, and Pakistani
control of Is.
n -‘.---I'.‘I'\r,‘."\, £ =

presented rebel assembly met in
abad and,

u.s.

under obvious tutelage by

and Pakistani officials, elected the

Interim Islamic Government of Afghan-
istan - “Afghan government, made in
a s one merchani’'s quip.

o r

Pakistani Prime Minister

=

Rebels: Washington and Islamabad'’s tools?

U.S. ambassador to Pakistan, decided at
a high level meeting to launch the as-
sault on Jalalabad that month. No Af-
ghan leader was present. According to
reports, anger filled the refugee camps,
which are short on everything except
pride.

From a grassroots perspective, the
rebels also have neglected certain basic
tasks. A rebel movement can only win
when it out-administers the govern-
ment. Yet aside from religious shibbo-
leths, the mujahideen have offered no
positive position. Their “Islamic policy”
has not materialized in the country’s lib-
erated areas. Rather, their behavior has
become positively un-lslamic. In the
provinces captured by the mujahideen
one hears shocking stories of corrup-
tion, indiscipline and excesses.

A more recent shift in Washington's
preferences has further undermined the
mujahideen. Last spring, the U.S. un-
dercut Pakistan's Inter-Services Intelli-
gence which had until then managed
the Afghan covert operation and guided
it towards:-its own “lIslamic agenda” for
liberated Afghanistan. The North Amer-
ican intervention confused and demor-
alized the mujahideen without creating
a moderate alternative.

The mujahideen’s problems are now
fundamental. They cannot be overcome
by streamlining the operation run by the
U.S. Central Intelligence Agency, cir-

ng Pakistani intelligence, or by

supplying more and better weapons —
as is being recommended by U.S. Con-
gressional hawks,

Afghans want peace. With missile

warfare replacing guerrilla warfare, the
bloodlet has worsened. The imme-

is for all the signatories
Accord to honor their
cease supplying arms to
h sides, and seek a paolitical solu-
tion. ®

Geneva

commitment,
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scores of injured children’s limbs.
Hanifa, 10 years old and a stunningly
ROCkets Red Glare beautiful girl, has already lost one leq,
and will probably loose the other. She is
severely traumatized by seeing four of

latives killed by rockets,

injured children, some lying two

The Afghan war has degenerated into a high-technology missile
battle between the Soviet-supplied regime and the U.S.-supplied
mujahideen in which the primary victims are inevitably children

despair,

» geene 15 similar to h

ere children of the mu

er they have

ailr

However, Kabul's children face a new

nightmare after the first winter snow fell

W freeze to death this winter because

there is no fuel to heat their homes,”

nredicts Dr. Azizullah Saidah, vice presi-

ient of the hospital.
In the malnutrition ward at the Indira

dhi Hospital even comparatively
1 ibuli Mo Al bared their

( | tchsti imbs and collaj
i g or n esh milk in the

Soviet-made, government-fired rockets retumn the favor to the ref
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Sparkplug

Venezuelan artist Gladys Meneses
does double duty: besides her own
worl¢, she passes her knowledge
and experience onto children

By Bill Hinchberger

razilian Sao
Paulo Bienal, one of the world's

journalists at the

three top art shows, behaved like

a bunch of

10-year-old girls outside
Menudo’s dressing room. During the
event, held in Brazil's largest city from
October to December 1989, they went
bonkers for North American and Euro-
pean “superstars” like Frank Stella.

But when the Venezuelan Consulate
held a press conference and reception
for its representative at the Bienal,
s, only third world showed

Gladys Menese
up. The would-be pres

s conference be-
came a one-on-one interview.

Meneses is a short, unassuming, 51-
year-old mother of two - in sum, a
first, her

etchings at the Bienal seemed the an-

quintessential sparkplug. At
tithesis of her personality: large, dark,

imposing, But on closer examination,

one could spy a river-like ebb and flow.

Her works proved as full of spunk as she is.

ud

Her exposition also a neo

d

flavor, belying the

oriental three years

she spent studying in Japan, where she

says she learned discipline as w as
technique,

But Meneses is not so disciplined as
1o ignore the world around her. Con-
cerned with poverty and education, she

organizes art workshops and baseball

15 for Venezuelan children and

urges her fellow artists to give a hand to

youngsters as well. “If this generation

has to attac /thing by itself, it will

+ The catalogue for your exhibition calls

promoter”and a socialactiv-

with '.T.'lu‘n'llx.'."::-', f{:'.'?l"”u'?_l',‘ art,

February

and have even organized baseball teams.
And you were a candidate for political of-
fice. Can you elaborate on these activities ?

t it ol North
American, European, or even Japanese,
| would only be an artist. That's what
really attacts me. But when you live in a

| always say tha were

€

country like mine - well, I'can’t close my
eyes and Isolate myself. There's nothing
left to do except participate — even if it

Maruska F. Rameck

interferes with my artistic production.

I lived in Japan - where | dedicated
16 hours a day to my artistic work - for
three vyears. When | returned, |
struck by the severe contrasts, the social
conditions, How could | think about en-

was

graving?

Almost all ofthe childrenin my neigh-
borhood had virtually nothing to do. In
Venezuela, school lasts only half a day -

the other halt they have no orien-
tation. Since where | live the most pop-
ular sport is baseball, we invited quali-
fled people to organize teams for the

kids.

VENEZUELA

¥IRUWIEY o BNSIUERN

| took the opportunity to work with
these children on cultural projects, To-
gether with my own children, | organ-
ized a workshop - two afternoons a week
for children who paid tuition and two
afternoons for children unable to pay.
| tried mixing them up, but it didn’t
work. It's hard to believe, but there was
a feeling of superiority on the part of the
poor neighborhood kids.

Today, we work with 700 children a
year in three parts of Venezuela. We're
doing the best we can to stimulate - and
this is fundamental - children aged four
and five. We divide the work into four
areas: color, lines, form and space. The
teachers, or “facilitators,” try to help the
children, but they are not taught cor*
cepts - they are merely encouraged.

We also have a musical program
along the same lines.

| also wanted to work with local tra-
ditions. | live in an area that has lots of
tourism. People come in and invest, and
the locals stop doing things the way

they always have. They admire the way
outsiders do things.

So we have started waorking with an
old tradition, an agricultural feast, called
La Cruz de Mayo (The May Cross). Vene-
zuela is not as big as Brazil, but there
are many regional differences among
crafts, painting and folklore. For La Cruz
ae .-?a_vo. we bring together the tradi-
tions of the West, the coast, the center,
the Andes...

In terms of direct political activity,
some people in my region work with the
Communitst Party, and they asked me if
| wanted to do something. And it ap-

.}
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peared that | might be able to. But as a
politician, you can't’ do very much,
There was a period when | played
role, but the work | do now is also politi-
cal — and it addresses what is within my
reach.

Doees this activism affect your art?

Conceptually, | can’t say that it im-
proves it or makes it worse. | don't think
these things are absorbed into my work
or are direct
nourish me as a human being. -‘lm. that
cannot be from
the person you become when you work,

ly evident. But | believe they
separated completely

although | am increasingly conscious of

the fact that nothing disturbs me from
the moment | take up my work. You be-
come one with your work, its

evolution.

In the catalogue for your
exhibition, curator Graciela
Pantin says that “There is no
these artistic

expressions. They are merely

melancholy in

a reference to a shadowy re-

gion in her childhood." What's

e ~ that?
chon to that

your re

| can't really
because |'d become a critic
of my own work. But the fact
is that | return periodically to
sites to be reunited with
certain apparitions that are
very dear to me. | spend pe-
riods of time near the river - a month or

two - because |
mony. But | can't
| don't know if its has anything to do

with the idea of melancholy, but yo
heavy, dark colors.

My training was in ethching
me within etching w

what attracted
a technigque that uses nitric acid,
traditionally produces works in
and white. It seems false to me to kill
one thing to impose another, because
you superimpose things on the etching
to create colors. The benefits are so lim-
ited that it's unnecessary. Not that |
have anything against it — or because
| think black is better — but it's my lan-
guage.

which

black

Why the attraction to etching?
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cause | need

| was in school, in the third
shop.

When
year, we came to the etching work
| was in love. Maybe

| ‘:hougru

d to discipline mys
/ unorganized.

use I'm

want to do a lot of th

time - take the order out of t

have

in etching, you no other options.

You have only one color to work with:

either it comes out well or not. | liked
this because it gave me discipline. And |
liked it at first because it was a process
of self-analysis - like into a

mirror.

looking

You lived in Japan from 1970 to 1973,
Why did you go there? How was that expe-

rience?

| was married to a sculptor at the
time, and | accompanied him.

though, | was going to stay behind be-

At first,

cause it was for a short period of time.
In terms of ethching, | had a profes-
sor in ltaly who deeply admired - and
taught me to
system and technique.

admire - the Japanese

But when |

rived in Japan, | enrolled in a course at

the university. | only took one semester

of wood etching, which is the traditional

Japanese technique, because of the wide

body of knowledge they have about

metal. It was so important that | had to

probe deeper, and | stayed for three years.

One thing | especially liked about the
country 1Is the transmit

way they

knowledge. There is no egoism, The
professor is there to pass along what he
And it is done with

Knows. deep

sensitivity.
Tell me about

emerging artists in Ve-

something

young

-':p.‘.'uef’a_
Some countries are
known for their music or

their dance, and | think Ve-

is a center for the

IcC arts
education is funda-
and that's what's
missing. Before, when some-
body demonstrated poten-
tial, he or she could study

the country. Today,

s prohibitively expen

iezuelan university

major in the plastit

arts. And this cannot be. There is a pro-

gram, but it is for critics and promoters.

So when they say th

at they are
y building

going

build a8 mus 1, who are the
but what are
n? If you don't pro-

it for? There are galleries,

you going to put in ther

duce anything, what are you going to

put on the market? @f course, you bring

things in from outside and create false

values to maintain sales.

How can artists in Venezuela address
this problem?

All Latin American artists = not just
Venezuelans - have a double responsi-
bility: their own work and education, We
can't close ourselves off with our expe-
rience and knowledge because we have
a continent that must
We have to work with
1erations. L]

before ourselves
look within itself.
the coming ge
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CULTURE

African Pop

Cultural imperialism is not what it seems after the African people are through with its products

By Hermano Vianna

hird World advocates have never
looked kindly on the culture in-
dustry. Instead, they have de-
nounced the media as agents of evil, as
perverse instruments bent on destro-
ying anything authentic
that's still left on the face of
earth. These critics believe
that the world is headed to-
ward a dangerous and re-
grettable “homogenization,"”
where cultural differences
will disappear. And now,
with things like fax ma-
chines, electronic mail, par-
abolic and the
like, that reality seems to be
ever closing in on us.
A lamentable trend? Not

Metavideo

antennas

exactly. This critique of the
culture industry oversimpli-
fies a phenomenon that has
long been What
matters 1s not that the entire
world drinks Coca-Cola, lis-
tens to Madonna or attends
the Batman movie. Those
things do happen, but that's
only part of the story. Be-
hind the mask of apparent
new
emerging.

with wus.

global homogeneity,
differences are
A less prejudiced, bolder ob-
server can easily identify
these changes.

One thing is obvious: lis-
and

tening to Madonna

drinking Coca-Cola in Bang-

kok does not mean exactly
the same thing as listening
drinking

to Madonna and

Coca-Cola in Los Angeles.
The differences may seem
too subtle, too insignificant,
but they aren't, Imported \

February - No.24

cultural products are usurped by an-
other lifestyle, immediately acquiring
new meanings and uses. In some cases,
a hasty foreigner will not notice the
shift. Sometimes, however, the new

meanings are so blatant, so “scandal-
ous’ that even the most naive Western
tourist, unconcerned with such prob-
recognize that it's not his

lems, will

Madonna or his Coca-Cola.

Urban Africa provides a stark exam-
ple of this cultural appropriation and the
different uses of the culture industry. In
large cities like Lagos and Kinshasa, this
academic debate is, consciously or not,
a part of daily life for millions of people.
There, strategies to preserve old tradi-
tions (if this can still be seen as a desira-

Rather than
decaying into
global
homogenization,
Africa is creating
a unique modern
culture by
appropriatipg
Western
influences on its
own terms
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MALI - The land of the Griots, a
Mandingo caste of musicians and
storytellers, with a tradition that
goes back thousands of years,
Instruments such as the kora (a
21-chord harp) and the balafon
compete with alectronic
synthesizers and guitars. Saiit
Kaita, & nobleman and follower

ALGERIA - Rai: The first
electronic music in the Arab
world. Syntheslzers, electronic
drums, disco music and reggae,
all with a "Middle-Eastern®
touch, Profane lyrics address
topics that are proscribed under
tha Koran such as drunkenness,
sax and automoblle races. Main

r: Chad Khaled. Other stars
Mami, Cheba Fadela and
wb Kader (Cheb means

of the Griot tradition, is
considered by maost critics as the
owner of Africa’s most beautiful
volce. Mory "Kanté, a Ghinean
Griot, has led the top European
charts with his Mandingo pop. /

SUDAN - Nile River pop that's
almost otally Arab, but still
ck, Blg bands
gun to adopt electronic
instrumants, Reggae influence is
apparent, Groates ar: Abdel

Aziz El Mubarak,
SENEGAL - Each ethnic group i ~
has several rhythms. The MBalax o ETHIOPIA — Black Afrlca meets
wolof of Yossou N'Dour, the Peul i ab world and the cultures
yela ol Baaba Maal, and the e Indlan Ocean region. The
semi-Mandingo mixtures of the Roha Band adds all these
group Touré Kunds and singer Influences 10 jazz and rock, with
Ismael Lo are some examples. Q some age-old Ethioplan
There are also Griot song, traditional stuff thrown in.
reggae, funk, local rhythms, Mahmoud Ahmed Is the biggest
Tama drums (similar to the 5 idol of electronic music in Add
Nigerian talking drums, but Ababa, Newey Debebe Is
smaller), Cuban influences, and 3 considared his successor,
plenty of synthesizers.
THE IVORY COAST - Ak | ZAIRE - - ba: Protuse
Blondy's reggae. Influen I use ol gultars, accompanied by
zouk, a new rhythm from electric bass and drums. The
Martinique, which has produced 7 ™ masi popular m style in all
a number of totally electronic ol Atrica. Major stars: Tabu Ley,
local bands. Stars: Myanka Bell, Franco, Papa Wemba, Emeneya.
Daouda, Jane Agnimal. "‘\‘
T A ZIMBABWE - Jit, Harare's main
GHANA — The land of Highilfe, ol g ol pop style, seems to be a mixture
the first electronic sounds o i ~. ) of Zairean rumba ant South
emerge from Africa. Influenced e - _\_\, \ African mbaganga. Main band
by the calypso of Trinqu and Bhundu Boys. Thers is also
Tobago and the Paim Wine ..I Thomas Maplumo, in addition to
music. Major stars: Alrican i a more politicized reggas.
Brothers International Band, -
A.B. Crentsil, CAMEROON - Makossa: Soul, SOUTH AFRICA - The
jazz and local rhythms. Manu g mbaganga, I hythm
Dibango's seeds are slill bearing (] from towns! welo, the
NIGERIA - Juju: Yoruban fruit. Ha Is the author of Soul soul of of C and, Paul
Christian music. G Mskossa, African pop music’s Simon's popular rd. It Is an
synthesizers and first Intercontinental hit single. excaplion on the African pop
Stars: King Sunny Adé, Other stars: Francis Baebey, Moni scane as it Is not po
Bile, Lapiro de MBanga.
Fuji: Yoruban Islamic music, A
semk-Arab chant with parcussion,
eventually a synthesizer, Stars:
Alhadji Ba indastructible Beat of £
Kollington. . collection on British Earthworks

Zaire's Papa Wernba Zaire's Franco

Mali's Salif Keita
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ble cultural policy) must be reformu-
lated,

Television, rock music and Western
clothing are ever present. But the way
Nigerian or Zairean ethnic groups use
these products shows that the world is
far from culturally homogenized - and
that it may never be. In what follows, |
will try to give a few examples of these
“new differences.” The reader should
brace himself for a surprising safari
through African modernity,

Elegance and rumba: the new rites of
the Zairean youth — Early 1950s. The
cultural industry in the United States is
still infatuated with Cuban rhythms and
has made them fashionable worldwide.
Mambo, rumba, calypso, cha-cha-cha:
the dance fevers surge one after the
other, marketed in records, over short-
wave broadcasts and even Hollywood
films. African
fascinated with the style of their Cuban

musicians soon become

colleagues and begin to copy the new

arrangements. To be a success in

Kinshasa, Lagos or Dakar, many of them
sing in Spanish,

This is how African pop music was
born - and nothing is more hybrid than

African pop music. The new sound is

the result of a series of cultural

en-

counters, of several trips across the

Atlantic and back. Africans of different
ethnic origins, with their varied musical
arrived in America as

rhytms, first

slaves, brought forcefully across the

ocean. In Cuba, the United States, Brazil
and many other countries, black musi-
cality intermingled with European musi-
cality,

which formed the pop music of the era -

giving rise to the major styles

such as blues, merengue and samba.

When they arrived back in Africa, these
musical styles were mixed with other
African styles, and so on. This story, the
coming and going of cultural influences
and mixtures, has no end.

Zairean musicians, when their coun-
try was still known as the Belgian Con-

1 ihe

way in the appropriation

of Cuban rhythms, transforming them

into a local, immensely successful pop
product. Tabu Ley and Franco invented
1 musical style known today as the Zai-
rean rumba. They were also largely re-

sponsible for popularizing the Kinshasa

1990 - February - No.24

rumba, undoubtedly the most listen-
ed-to rhythm on the African continent.
Kinshasa is known locally as Kinkiese
and Kin-a-bela, a place where “life is
beautiful.” One might wonder: how can
life be beautiful amid the chronic pov-
erty of a country suffering for two dec-
ades under the rule of dictator Mobuto
Sese Seko? To find out, | suggest that
unbelievers spend a night in the Maton-

ge, Kin’s bohemian neighborhood.

There is nothing comparable, nor more
joyous.
There are some 500 bars and night-

Most Zairean rumba musicians are
sapeurs, that is, they are part of the
SAPE elite. And so is much of their au-
dience. Becoming a member of SAPE is
no easy feat. For that, one must be ex-
tremely elegant. Sapeurs are up on all
the latest, most prestigious trends in the
world of haute codfure. Sapeurs only
wear clothes designed by people like
Yohji Yamamoto, Jean-Paul Gaultier
and Comme des Gargons - in other
words, the world’s most famous fashion
designers.

Sapeurs worship a famous label on a

-

7

Forehead cash: barriers between the stage and the audience are few

with house
irly morning.

clubs in the Matonge, most

bands that play into the

"

The sound of several guitars soloing at
once, a typical element of Zairean rum-
ba, permeates the air. Here you can hear
Emeneya in one bar, two doors down
see the Empire Babuka show, and catch
the

Langa Langa Stars at the corner

club. All are revered throughout Africa.
The Matonge's
straight from a French expression, oft
l'ambience.’"
bar hopping,

motio emerges

used by Zaireans: “faire
This

catching

basically means
the best music, drinking the
stupendous Kinshasa beer, engaging in
ephemerous love affairs - and doing so
in elegant style. Elegance is an obses-
sion in the Matonge, whose bohemian
elite has awarded itself with a nickname
SAPE, i.e., the Society of Ambianceurs
(“those who make ambiance”) and Ele-

gant People.

garment. In certain SAPE contests in
the Matonge, each contestant parades
about, displaying the designer labels on
his or her clothes. It's like this: “My suit
is by Yamamoto, my shoes are by To-
kyo Kumagai.” The spectators root for
their favorites as if at an athletic event.
Everyone knows the “best” labels.
When somebody announces that he is
wearing a Comme des Garcons shirt,
the public bursts out as if the home
team had just scored a goal.

A Comme des Gargons shirt means
something different in Kin-a-bela than it
does in Paris. It is a prestigious symbol
in both places, of course, but the pres-
tige has a different guality. It is not a
mere copy, not sheer cultural imperial-
ism, The Comme des Garcons shirt may
only in appear-
ance. And appearances can be mis-

be the same, but

leading.
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The New Pop Boutique stands side by side with traditional garb in a stylized intertribal rhubarh

Juju music: Nigerian pop and the Yo-
rubas — You can't

without addressing

discuss African pop

music ethnic con-

flicts and cultural confrontations. | do
not refer to conflicts between Africa and
the West -
gious, musical and linguistic
among Africans themse

in Nigeria,
enormous. The

into over 250 ethnic groups with often

rather to the political, reli-

differences

these differences are

population is divided

incongruous habits. The largest groups
are the Haussas, Ibos and Yorubas, and
they compete for the top political posi-
tions and cultural hegemony. Nigerian
pop
from this power

music could never be i

insulated

me 1 apparently

the Yorubas are winning. The juju, fuji

Nigeria's three most

popular musical styles, are all Yoruba

and Afro-beat,
creations.

Juju is the oldest Nigerian
rhytm. The introduction
instruments, as in Zairean rumba,

pop

of electronic

10Ok

Os. Since then, ji

- from

place in the 1¢

permeatead everything

funk to musicians mix

synthesizers, drum machines, electric

reggae. Juju

guitars and Hawaiian h Yoru-

ban percussion instruments,
p

talking drums,

These innovations, while used by the

guitars

biggest stars (including King Adé, Ebe-
nezer Obey and Dele Abiodun), do not
overshadow juju’s role in traditional
Yoruba ceremonies. It is common to
hear juju synthesizers at wedding re-
ceptions and christening parties, al cer-
naming of

emonies that accompany t
a new chief, and even at funerals.
host is rich, one of the best

If the
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known juju bands must be hired for the

party. Yet the musiciar

no matter how

ay 8 secondary role in the
The party's host is the center

ntion. The musicians are there to

e  Darners belween

ar and public,

stage ana

naw

and traditional music do not hold as

Audiences are

they do in the
adep! at invading the stage to dance or
throw money atthe musicians. The pub
lic consists of people of all ages, prov-
ing that electric guitars themselves do

not drive away older dancers, For the

nic and reli-

Yorubas

orub maintaining

gious unity (Christians

A

Vioslems go for fuji) overrides any gen

erational confl

can dif-

Senegalese wrestling - How

ferent (and often conflicting) ethnic

groups live together in the same politi-

How

space, in the same city? can

differences be allowed to surf

right dosage, that is, without
social violence or being violently re-

Each

found its own precarious way of dealing

[;.rl:,\_;g..__-f:-‘ African country has

al problems. And the

with these cr

answers do not always come from the

top. Often the ethnic groups themselves
invent new rituals to "harmoniously”
play out their conflicts.

In the 1980s, Senegal developed a
curious approach to the issue: Senega-
1 about

lese wrestling. Here we are talking
a complete spectacle, held in a large
stadium. All elements of modern Sene-

se saciety are present. The wrestlers

are accompanied by entourages replete

1 witch doctors, trainers, dancers and

musicians. They are sponsored by cor-
porations like the New Pop Boutique or
Camel cigarettes. The events are broad-

cast on nationwide television

Each wrestler represents a different

ethnic group or a different neighbor-

car. The public is divided in

same manner. Those who root for
Manga |l do so not because he is the
current champ but because they, like he,

ethnic

ire from

group, for
example. The wrestlers theatrically act
still

never be

out (violently, of course, but it's
theater) that

illowed to manifest itself on the streets.

a conflict could
The match itself may last only a few
But
cially those involving magic and music =
Witch

participant has several -

minutes. preparations - espe-

may take hours. doctors - each
prepare herb
baths, burn incense and perform magic
rituals. Symbolic markings of black mag-

spells come to cover the wrestler's

-naked bodies. Musicians highlight

stage of the show with changing

rhythms. Spectators in the grandstands

shout endlessly until the moment In

which, after several blows, one of the

lers brings the other to the ground

Wre:s

- marking the end of the contest
Until the 19708s,
wrestling was generally restricted to the

late Senegalese
poorer neighborhoods of greater Dakar.
Now it 1s a national craze.

It is also a testimony to the creativity

of the people. To solve their problems

and produce new entertainment, any-

thing goes: from Camel cigarettes to

raft to tele-

from witch

ethnic conflict

Vision, L
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Hordes of
Frustrated
Job-

Seekers

The employment picture
is a depressing one
for African youths

n Ghana, youths loot graves in

search of ornaments. In Nigeria,

they carry out armed roberies. In
the Ivory Coast, a ministry was formed
to deal with youth-related drug prob-
And in capitals,

young women are turning to prostitu-

lems. many African
tion. Street begging is no longer a pre-
serve of the disabled in Africa. Able-bod-
ied young men and women are grad-
ually entering this vocation.

These are all symptoms of the same
disease: youth unemployment.

The lack of jobs for young Africans
was the theme of a recent four-day in-
ternational workshop organized in Ac-
cra, the capital of the West African state
of Ghana by the African Center for Ap-
plied Research and Training in Social
Development.

Workshop participants included re-
presentatives from each of the 16 mem-
ber nations of the Economic Commu-
nity of West African States (ECOWAS).
They examined the youth employment
environment in Sub-Saharan Africa and
agreed that the lack of job openings is
frustrating the current crop of young
Africans = opening the doors to drugs,
sex, robbery and other activites.

“Our future is very bleak,” complain-

ed a 23-year-old Ghanaian who grad-
uated from college three years ago and
has yet to find work. “Most of us see
ourselves as mere passengers in a sink-
ing ship. So far as getting work is con-
there is no

cerned, future for us,” he

lamented.
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No future?: these students will face bleak job prospects upon graduation

There are 90 million young men and
women between the ages of 15 and 24
in Sub-Saharan Africa - 19 percent of
the region’s population. However, ac-
cording to International Labor Organi-
zation (ILO) estimates, 36 million youths
are roaming the African labor market
looking for nonexistent jobs.

The number of youths in the region
is growing at an annual rate of 3.3 per-
cent - twice the estimated rates in Asia
and Latin America. The youth popula-
tion of the industrial world is decreasing
by one percent every year. All told, the

youth population in Sub-Saharan Africa
is expanding 2.7 times faster than in the
rest of the world.

The problem of youth unemploy-
ment is exacerbated by the fact that the
urban population of Sub-Saharan Africa
IS growing at the rate of six percent a
yvear, In 1988 alone, about three million
the
centers of the region, thus putting more
pressures on an already saturated labor
market.

rural youths migrated to urban

An unemployed majority - A paper
presented at the workshop by Kodwo
Ewusi of the University of Ghana iden-
tified features of youth

unemployment in Africa. First, a major-

three main

ity of the African unemployed are be-
tween 15 and 24 years of age. In Zam-
bia, 73 percent of the unemployed fall
into this category; in urban Nigeria, the
figure is 70 percent; in Kenyan cities, 69
percent. The statistics are similar every-
where: 62 percent in Mauritania, 61 per-
cent in the Seychelles, 60 percent in Ad-
dis Ababa, 58 percent in Botswana and
52 percentin Togo. Adolescents between
the ages of 15 and 19 years are the most
vulnerable, that is, the least employable.
In Kenya, the unemployment rate for
adolescents stands 24 percent above
that for young adults between 20 and
24, The trend is similar in other coun-
tries: 26 percent in Ethiopia, 36 percent
in Botswana, 69 percent in Nigeria, 80
percent in Zambia, and 107 percent in
Ghana.

The second feature of youth unem-
ployment, according to Ewusi, is that
young women fare worse than young
men. On the average, female youth
unemployment rates in the urban areas
of Botswana, Ethiopia, Kenya and Zam-
bia seem to be a third higher than those
for their male counterparts.

The third feature is mass unemploy-
ment among the educated. In Nigeria,
1986 statistics show that only 58 percent
of university and polytechnic graduates

third world - 43



YOUTH

AFRICA

had full-time jobs 18 months after com-
pleting their compulsory one year in the
National Youth Service Corps. In Benin,
where the policy of guaranteed em-
ployment for university graduates was
discontinued in 1984 due to financial
pressures, the population of unemploy-
ed graduates has been growing at the
rate of 30 percent every year. University
graduates in Cameroon, Guinea, Ghana,
Lesoto, Mali, Somalia, the Sudan, Zaire
and Zambia face job shortages as well.
Experts have pinpointed several rea-
sons for the high rates of youth unem-
ployment: a hostile world commaodity
market, high population growth, geo-
graphic mobility, rapid educational ex-
pansion, the nontechnical character of
education "on the continent, and the
harassment of the informal sector.

Informal solution — Many of the experts
at the workshop agreed that broad-bas-
ed policy reforms in favor of the rural
and informal economies would lead to
the creation of more jobs in Africa.

percent in Burkina Faso, 65 percent in
Niger and Ghana, 55 percent in Congo
and 50 percent in Zambia, Togo and Ni-
geria. Moreover, the capital investment
for the creation of a single job in this
sector is very low. The ILO study says
US$25.50 can create a job in Nairobi,
USS42.30 in Freetown, US$355.20 in
Yaounde US$477.80 in Djibouti,
The informal sector, however, needs fi-

and

nancial and legal support from govern-
ments to expand.

Incentives are also needed to reverse
the rural-urban migration trend. “We
want to see the urban youth going to
the rural areas to work,” says Ewusi,
TT\:.’
reforms in Africa that would place more

workshop called for educational

emphasis on technical and vocational

Peasants file into the cities education. It also asked African govern-

ments 1o encourage youth participa-

The informal sector plays an impor-
tant role in the African labor market. Ac-

cording to an ILO study, it accounts for

tion in developing and implementing
youth employment programs. °
Daniel Mensah Brande *

most urban employment in many Afri-

can countries: 95 percent in Benin, 73 * The autho: is a journalisi from Accra, Ghana
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Privatized Wave

African leaders espouse privatization of state companies
in return for more foreign loans. But Africa's basic
economic problems will remain unsolved

By Guy Arnold”®
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DEBT

DEBT-FOR-NATURE SWAPS

A Godsend or a Pact with the Devil?

Trading a portion of the foreign debt for a promise to protect threatened rainforest:
ecologists are tantalized by the idea, but critics call such moves shortsighted

By Louise Crosby”

ebt-for-nature swaps are the

newest li'!|r1g| in forest conserva-

tion, a creative way of reducing

foreign debt and protecting vulnerable
rainforest at the same time.

But critics say they don't address the

bigger picture and that they legitimize

the inequitable economic and social

yrder that leads to rainforest destruction

in the first place.

als that involve the exchange of
small portions of foreign debt for prom-
tracts of
land are becoming increasingly popular

ises to protect endangered
with conservation groups. While wiping
out only a tiny fraction of the total Third
debt, they

available to protect thousands of hec-

World are making funds
tares of irreplaceable rainforest that might
otherwise be exploited or destroyed.

At least eight debt swaps have been
completed since the first exchange took
place in 1987. Among the agreements:
US$9 million to buy and manage park-
land in Ecuador, US$3 million for con-
servation projects at nine sites in Costa
US$250,000 to
)0-hectare forest reserve in Boliv-
ia. The Philippines
into the act. Additional agreements have

Rica, and protect  a

have also gotten

been finalized with Madagascar and
Zambia, and negotiations are underway
with Peru, Mexico and Tanzania.
Debt-for-nature swaps were endorsed
by leaders of the Group of Seven most
industrialized countries at their Paris,

France, summit in July,

Parks at a discount -
work? Using its own funds, a nonprofit

How do they

organization purchases, at a discount
rate from a commercial bank, a portion
L]

of a country's foreign debt, Instead of

1990 - February - N¥ 24

Trade-offs: Deforestation (left) and Brazilian debt negotiations (right)

paying the discounted debt to the con-
servation organization, the developing
country agrees to set aside an equiv-
alent amount in local currency for forest
management, or to create new pro-
tected parkland.

Banks are not big losers in debt-swap
deals. They get

some repayment on

what were considered bad debts, plus

commissions and tax rebates on what
are viewed as charitable contributions.

The debt swap idea was proposed in
1984 by Thomas E. Lovejoy of the
Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWE]. The
first agreement was conciuded in 1987
between the Bolivian government and
Conservation International (Cl), a non-
profit organization based in Washing-
ton, D.C.

Cl purchased US$650,000 of Bolivia's
foreign debt from an affiliate of Citibank
at the discounted price of USS$100,000.
In exchange for Cl's agreement to ex-
tinguish the debt, Bolivia agreed to set
aside a fund worth US$250,000 in local
currency to manage and protect the
135,000 -hectare Beni Biosphere Reserve
in northeastern Bolivia. The govern-
ment also promised to create a 600,000-

hectare buffer zone around the reserve.

A more recent deal, in April 1989, in-
volved the WWF, the Nature Conser-
vancy and the Missouri Botanical Gar-
den. USS9 million was purchased from
the American Express Bank and the
Morgan Guaranty Trust Company at the
discounted price of US$1.1 million. The
amount will be converted by Fundacion
Natura, Ecuador's
mental organization, into US$3 million
of local currency bonds that will gen-
erateinterest and principal over eight years.

The money will be used to purchase
parkiand and finance park management
at sites in the Andes, the Amazon, and
the Galapagos Islands. It will also fi-
nance the training of local forestry
workers and the setting up of an infor-
mation database on Ecuador’s biologi-
cal diversity. The database will allow for
more scientific conservation and devel-
opment planning.

leading environ-

in another deal, finalized in January
1989, the Nature Conservancy in the
United States purchased US$5.6 million
of discounted Costa Rican debt for

of

third world — 47




DEBT-FOR-NATURE SWAPS
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THE WORKERS OF THE WORLD
1: BOTSWANA

THE WORKERS OF THE WORLD
2: BOLIVIA

THE WORKERS OF THE WORLD
3: BRAZIL

THE WORKERS OF THE WORLD
4: SOLIDARITY OF LABOR

THE WORKERS OF THE WORLD
5. MOZAMBIQUE - A LUTA
CONTINUA!

THE WORKERS OF THE WORLD
6: TANZANIA - THE STRUGGLE
FOR UJAMAA

THE WORKERS OF THE WORLD
7: KENYA - UHURU: WHOSE
FREEDOM

International Labour Research and
Information Group
Box 213

Salt River 7925

South Africa

Since 1 1, the

Information

International Labour

Research and Group has

been publishing this series of primers
international labor

aimed at boosting

solidarity by informing rank-and-file
activists - especially in South Africa -
about movements in other parts of the

world, A primary concern o 2 Series is

building links betw 1 the South Afri-

can labor moven t and other trade

union organizations as well as helping

South African unionists cull lessons

from the experiences of other labor ac-
tivists

Ranging from 40 to 110 pages, the
booklets summarize the political reality
of a given country and outline the his-
tory of labor organizing within that
context. The style is straightforward and
simple, and the booklets are amply il-
lustrated. Foreign or complicated con-
cepts are clearly spelled out, and many
of the booklets contain suggestions for

additional reading.

AND A THREEFOLD CORD

By Alex La Guma
Kliptown Books, 1988
Canon Collins House

64 Essex Rd.

London N1 8LR, England
112 pages

The re-release of this short novel,
first published in 1964, brings back to
life the stark reality of Cape Town's Dis-
trict Six in South Africa. While District
Six no longer exists, “its winding, crowd -
ed streets, its jostling humanity, its
smells, its poverty and wretchedness, its
and “'the

life (that) beat strongly in its
as Brian Bunting notes in the

vivacity and infinite variety,”
pulse of
veins"
preface) all flash before us. Bunting calls
the work “a series of graphic prose-
etchings.”
While white South African writers
have long held the literary center stage
(even in antiapartheid circles), La Guma
was a black who was born in Cape Town
in 1925 and suffered house arrest and
later exile for his activism. He continued
with the African National Con-

gress until his death in 1985.

10 WOrK

THE ECONOMICS OF DRYLAND
MANAGEMENT

by John A. Dixon, David E. James
and Paul B. Sherman
Earthscan Publications Lida.,
3 Endsle Street

London WC1H 0DD

United Kingdom

302 pages

1989

As might be expected from the title,
this book is a thorough academic analy-
sis of the use of land resources where
lack of moisture is a chronic problem.
Over 20 percent of the world's popula-
tion currently lives in such areas, and
there is a trend toward the expansion of
dryland areas. Thus, the authors' ideas
contribute to the debate over a serious

and growing problem.

FAMINE EARLY WARNING
SYSTEMS: VICTIMS AND
DESTITUTION

By Peter Walker
Earthscan FPublications Ltda., 1989

third world - 49
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IS DOOKS

This is the latest in a series of qguides

on regions and subject matters put out
by the people who publish the period-
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» with tions, books, periodicals, pamphlets and
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KOREA REPORT Newsmagazine of Korean Affairs

Turn to KOREA REPORT for insightful analyses and
reliable information on pressing issues facing Korea:

[0 Alternative Perspectives on the Korean Division

O Views of the Korean People and Updates on Movements for Change
[0 Suggestions for New Directions and International Support

[J Peace, Self-Determination, and Reunification of Korea

Published sixtimes ayear by KOREA INFORMATION &
RESOURCE CENTER, anindependent, non-profit, edu-
cational organization. K.I.LR.C. also gathers, prepares
and distributes educational resources and audio-visual
materials concerning Korea issues.

1-Year Subscription: $12, $18 for airmail

New Subscribers receive back issues free.

(Mention this ad.)

Make check payable to *K.LR.C.*

Or, ask for a free trial copy today and subscribe later.

1314 14th St. NW #5, Washington D.C. 20005, U.S.A.

Tel.: (202) 387-2551 FAX.: (202) 387-2984




ESSAY

THE “WAR ON DRUGS"

Washington’s Lost Cause

U.S. military might is being pitted against an economic
revolution that is transforming entire countries. Just as
in Vietnam, military might will be unable to defeat revolution

The
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AFRICA

EDUCATION

Reading Under Wraps

Basic literacy is but one of
the challenges faced by
the poor, especially women,
in their quest to read

By Micere Githae Mugo*
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EDUCATION

AFRICA

these peasants, and the rest

mainly from the urban working class.

are are
This picture of Africa is, by the way,
ironic, considering the fact that writing
as an art was invented by Africans of the
Nile Valley Europe
knew that it was possible for human

centuries before
beings to communicate in this manner.
The problem of illiteracy aside, work-
ing-class and peasant women lead lives
that strongly militate against their entry
into the world of books. UNICEF's News
of Africa cites the normal daily routine of
a typical rural peasant woman as stretch-
ing from 4:45 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. | would
argue that many rural village mothers
do not in fact retire before 11 p.m. Be-
tween these hours, she is engaged in
such physically and emotionally drain-
ing activities as taking care of infants
and preschool children, cooking, wash-
ing and cleaning the home and com-
pound, grinding cereals, mending and
laundering clothes, fetching wood and
water. These tasks might involve miles
of walking, working in the garden, build-
ing, ferrying goods to the market, look-
ing after cows and goats, breeding chick-
ens, attending to family rituals, and
catering to demanding husbands and
relatives. In addition, 1t 1s this woman

who best knows what 1t means to eke
out a living from economically raped
Africa, Africa is a continent of extremes:
deserts, stone, drought, floods, swamps
and, of course, a few acres of arable
land out of which we cannot yet produce
enough to feed ourselves. So how does
a rural woman sit down to read a book
after 11 o'clock at night, only a few

hours to go before starting the daily
routine all over again? What does she
use for light? The tin-can paraffin lamp?
The fire at the hearth?

poor the the
picture is no better. Most of the so-call-

ed unemployed women from the work-

For women in cities,

ing class lead a back-breaking life as

well, Unlike her rural sisters, a poor
urban woman may have tap water. But
she may have to queue up for hours to
get a bucket of it. Psychologically, this
woman has to cope with all the usual
pressures associated with urban exist-
ence. Divorced from the solidarity of the
extended family circle, she often has to

deal, single-handed, with most of the

1990 - February - No.24

problems
economic

created by her suffocating
circumstances. There are
other women even lower down this lad-
der of poverty: the petty trader, the
street woman, other members of the
lumpen proletariat. Even if such women
were miraculously to find leisure time
for reading, the conditions they live un-
der would almost certainly rule out the
possibility of their getting much pleas-
ure from books.
There are other problems. Even at
global except in socialist
countries where the costs of publishing

the level,
are subsidized, books have become so
expensive that for a poor person, they
remain out of reach. Soon, accessibility

Learning to read: a challenge for woren throughout Africa

to books in the open market becomes
the prerogative of the affluent classes.

Yet another prohibitive factor is the
size of most of the books that make
good, imaginative reading. The average
reader from the masses has neither the
time, the favorable conditions nor the
intellectual energy - let alone the read-
ing skills - to handle a book that is more
than a hundred pages in length. Fifty
pages alone can be overwhelming and
forbidding for most readers just on the
literacy line.

Then, of course, there is the lan-
guage problem. Perhaps with the ex-
ception of Zimbabwe, it is no exaggera-
tion to say that 99.5 percent of our good,
creative African outputs are in foreign
tongues - mostly addressed to a foreign
the elite class at the

audience and

domestic level. This automatically ex-
cludes from our readership the majority
of peasants and workers. Even when lit-
erate, such people generally function
only in their mother tongues. And, as
Frantz Fanon says, ““to speak a language
is to espouse a culture, to assume a
world, to carry the weight of its civiliza-
tion."”

Beyond the problem of language, we
often have to deal with a literature that
is full of alienating elitist images of Afri-
ca. Indeed, some of it embraces values
that are so western and bourgeois that it
makes us begin to appreciate how psy-
chologically enslaving the ABC of the
colonialist classroom is. The wvisions
range from those that are paternalistic
to those that are not only condescend-
ing towards and dismissive of the

third world - 53
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existence cannot be silent, nor can it be
nourished by false words, but anly by
true words, with which men transform
the world, To exist, humanly is to name
the world, to change it, Once named,
the warld in its turn reappears to the
namers as a problem and requires of
them a new naming. Men are not built
in silence, but in word in work, action-
reflection.”

However, hard as we

may ftry, as

members of a privileged social class we
find 1t

transcend our class contradictions and

will impossible completely to

produce authentic mass literature. It is

important that we realize this, lest we

become cultural invaders, like the colo-
nizer who penetrates the world of the
“disrespect of

conquered 1n complete

the latter's potentialities,” thus impos-

ing his own world view on them and
inhibiting “the creativity of the invaded

The dan-

by curbing their expression.”

ger of invading the world of fema

ants and workers 1S not imagined, but

very real indeed.

I will llustrate the point | am making

end of last year, | attended

Towards the

a seminar that was deliberating upon
gal rights of women in an African
ountry. During one of the plenary ses

anirony that

left uncha

legates w
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[ | repeat: there were no working-

cla or peasant women at a seminar

1 t was deliberating on women's legal

right onsidering at least 9C
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s, | sought to know from the
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tive of mass interests it considered itself
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One of the delegates actually said th |
could hardly believe such paternal-
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All | could say was that there are far too

many self-appointed petty bourgeois

messiahs in Africa,

Thus the question needs to be raised

who are “we'’ to speak for the masses?

Surely we can only speak in solidarity

with them, not for them. Qur task is to

work with them as friends and com-

rades and not as their intellectual boss

Let us join Paulo Freire, yet again, in

seeking to explode “the myth that the
dominant elites, recognizing their
duties, promote the advancement of the
peaple, so that the people, in a gesture

)t the words of

of gratitude, should ac

the elites and be conformed to them.”

oppres

erate them

VES. Uy

form the oppressive reality around ti

labor. Only they

throu their own

create new conditions unde

live as free people. For this

must ¢

creation

an aucience 1

the works o

way we s al

five Uee

Tl Ic iloque into
e I Indeed “Dia-
loque, among men to
name the world, is a fundamental

precondition for their true humaniza-

tion

And, lest we undermine the urgency
of this liberating literature, let us look
what is
South Africa, in Namibia. Let us look

south and see happening 1n
around Africa and see what is going on.
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BRAZIL

Sterile Birth Control

The vogue for smaller families has spread from the urban middle
class to the far corners of Brazil. And sterilization has
become the most popular and most reliable method of birth control

By Jon Christensen”

uzamar Pereira Santos grew up

one of eight children. But after

giving birth to her second child
recently, the 23-year-old joined a grow-
ing number of Brazilian young women
who have opted for small families and
sterilization,

Female sterilization is the most pop-
ular form of contraception in Brazil to-
day. According to the Ministry of Health,
every year more than 300,000 Brazilian
women choose to have their fallopian
tubes tied. Nationwide, four out of 10
women between the ages of 15 and 44
have chosen to be sterilized. In some
regions, notably in parts of the Amazon
and poor nbrtheastern states like Mara-
nhao, the figure runs as high as 70 per-
cent.

Sitting in the bare living room of her
rough brick house on the outskirts of
Sao Luis, Maranhao's capital city, a pain-
ed Euzamar Santos wonders what op-
tions she other than sterilization.
“"What was the alternative...to
another child year after year, a house

had
have

filled with kids and misery, and us una-
ble to feed and chothe them well?"

In recent years the vogue for smaller
families has spread from the middle
class in the urban south to the far cor-
ners of Brazil. A recent study by the
Brazilian Geographical and Statistical
Insitute (IBGE), UNICEF and the Pan-
American Health Organization concludes
that sterilization is “the principal factor”
behind the spectacular decline in Brazil's
population growth since the late 1970s,

Between 1970 and 1980, the fertility
rate among women of child-bearing age
dropped 25 percent nationwide. Just in
the first four years of this decade, the
rate fell another 20 percent, and shows
every indication of rapidly continuing its
decline.
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The high rate of sterilization has pro-
voked controversy in Brazil. In what re-
mains the world's largest Catholic
country, the church continues to oppose
any form of birth control other than the
rhythm metijod and abstention. There
are also Brazilian nationalists on the left
and right who claim an international
conspiracy lurks behind the family
planning programs.

“According to the ideology of con-
trol, the way to solve poverty is to pre-
vent the poor from being born,” says
Eloni Bonotto, president of the Sao Luis
Women's Union.

Bonotto was fired from Sao Luis’s
largest hospital, where she worked as an
anesthetist, because she refused to par-
ticipate in sterilizations. "l tried to tell
the women that it was not the first op-
tion but the last,” she says. “The direc-
tors said | was bad for business.”

Like many others, Bonotto pins the
blame for the high rate of sterilization
on the absence of effective government-
sponsored programs.
Into the vacuum, she says, have come
dozens of private organizations funded
by international money.

From clinics and family planning
posts throughout the country, Bonotto
claims,
and
courage women to be sterilized.

One of those agencies, the Brazilian
Society for Family Well-Being (BEMFAM),
has 44 family-planning posts in Séao
Luis alone, from which it distributes in-

family-planning

these agencies distribute free

low-cost contraceptives and en-

formation on family planning, birth
control, and prevention of sexually
transmitted disease. BEMFAM also

gives out free birth control pills and sells
other contraceptives at minimal cost.

Dinalva Alves dos Santos, an educa-
tor with BEMFAM, says, “The young
ones who come in - around 16 and 17
years old - are interested in different
methods. But almost all the others want
the operation.”

The choice: sterilization or pregnancy

BEMFAM educators try to discour-
age young women from sterilization,
she says, urging them to use other
methods at least for a few years.

“Marriages don't last these 'days,”
Santos tells them, “why sterilize when
you're young, even if you have two kids
already?"’

Maja Rego Guttierez says that her
friends each had a different version of
the rhythm method. The same happen-
ed with the pill. Some said it should be
taken every day and others said just
when one had sexual relations. Her
husband said condoms were just for
women of the street and not at home.

“l learned from my aunt,” says Gut-
tierez. “She said she had a method that
worked. And | saw it was true. She
didn't have more kids. So | thought that
must be right”.

At 28, she has had two boys and had
her tubes tied during the second birth.

“It's better to tie your tubes than to
have undesired children,” she says, ‘‘or
abortions, which I'm against."

Euzamar Santos also learned about
sterilization from a relative who had her
tubes tied after bearing her eighth child.
Santos says that if she had known about
all the alternatives she might not have
chosen sterilization. But she doesn’t feel
regret. She says that if she wants more
children she’ll adopt, but only after she
finishes raising the two she has borne.

“A lot of women in this neighborhood
have so many kids they give them away
like dogs,” she says. “Last week a girl
offered me two kids. | said | couldnt
take them. |'m already struggling to raise
these two.” e

* Copyright Pacific News Service (PNS). PNS corre-
spondent Jon Christensen is on a year's assignmeant re-
porting on environmental issues in Brazil,
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In the Era of Realignment

The Belgrade summit highlights shifting relations between the North and the South as the Cold War melts away

! EJ\FI‘S[EI}ih 2

N AM leaders at the head table (above), a Palestinian delegate with U,N. officials (upper right)
and Argentina’s President Carlos Menem with an aide

By A. W. Singham™

When elephants fight, the grass gels
crushed.
— traditional African proverb

When elephants make love, the grass
also gets crushed.

— contemporary version, modified after
Belgrade

hen a nation is selected to chair
the movement for non-aligned
countries it is as a result of that
country's firm commitment to the
theory and practice of non-alignment.
In September 1989, the movement held
its 9th Summit in Beigrade and the
chairmanship was transferred from
Zimbabwe to Yugoslavia.
The movement chose Zimbabwe as
its chair in 1986 to emphasize one of its
major objectives: to isolate the apart-
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heid regime and force South Africa to
accept an independence plan for Na-
mibia. Under Zimbabwe's leadership,

South Africa was militarily, diplomati-
cally and politically defeated. Militarily,
the Angolan, Cuban and non-aligned
forces ended the myth of Pretoria’s in-
vincibility. Politically, the foreign policy
of Zimbabwe's President Robert Muga-
be strengthened the frontline states and
forced South Africa to negotiate. Dip-
lomatically, Zimbabwe circumvented
the plans of the gang of five (the Soviet
Union, France, China, the U.S. and the
U.K.) in the U.N. Security Council to
scuttle resolution 435, the blueprint for
Namibian independence. This is a major
achievement for a small new nation.
Mugabe has every reason to be proud
of his country’'s role during the past
three years.

The new chair, Yugoslavia, has im-
peccable credentials to lead the move-
ment. Under Tito, it was a founding
member and hosted the first summit in

1 "'ladg‘;}‘“"c‘la Seoviiey

Maljy "

1961. Yugoslavia was selected this time,
however, only after a stalemate within
the Latin American group over Nicara-
gua's candidacy, During the past few
months, both Nicaragua and Indonesia

decided they would postpone their can-
didacies and agreed to step aside for
Yugoslavia. Each chair brings to the
movement its own particular style of
leadership and organizational skills.
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Throughout its history, the movement
has selected countries with strong char-
ismatic leaders who have left their per-
sonal imprints on the movement. How-
ever, as Yugoslavia has a system of ro-
tating presidencies, no single person
will head the movement during this pe-
riod. This may be a good precedent
contributing to greater decentralization
and democracy.

Western media distortion — At the out-
set of the 9th summit, Yugoslavia at-
tempted to establish its own priorities
for the next three years. It prepared a
draft declaration calling for “moderni-
zation" internally and the exploitation of
a unique window of opportunity in
world politics, that of improved rela-
tions between the superpowers. Many
members reacted negatively to the term
modernization as it implied the move-
ment was backward. The term is asso-
ciated with the views of European and
North American social scientists who
conceive of developing countries as
backward and in need of modernizing (a
code word for Westernization).
Non-aligned countries have histori-
cally called for a flexible internal struc-
ture responsive to changing needs. In
fairness to the new chair, Yugoslavia
was responding to the whole range of
proposals for improving the efficiency
of the movement's work which were
presented at a special bureau meeting in
Nicosia and other meetings thereafter.

In with the new: outgoing NAM head Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe (left) and the newly elected Yugoslavians.
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Many members argue that a machinery
devised in 1961 for a small group of 25
countries ought to be revised to ade-
quately serve a movement which has
grown to 102 states. In this connection,
Mugabe similarly proposed and later
withdrew a recommendation for a sec-
retariat to improve the movement’s in-
ternal communication and office man-
agement,

For the first time in the history of the
movement, the Western press gave a
non-aligned summit a good review. It
heralded the Yugoslav draft declaration
as moderate and reasonable and noted
with some pleasure that moderates had
taken over the movement and silenced
the radicals. In this naive interpretation
of the summit, the Western media and
its followers revealed a fundamental
misunderstanding of the real nature of
non-alignment.

Each summit issues a final declara-
tion; at Belgrade there was a great deal
of discussion about reducing its length.
As is the non-aligned custom, a com-
promise solution was reached and Yu-
goslavia cleverly divided the declaration
into two parts. The first part, which
drew the attention of the Western press,
is the kinder and gentler statement. It
examines the current global situation
exuding the spirit of East-West détente
and avoiding naming names with re-
gard to the various crises.

The second part is devoted to the
complex problems that confront non-

aligned countries in each region. The
tone is grimmer and more militant as
each regional grouping named names
and outlined the situation in their re-
spective areas. It is a more accurate re-
flection of the real state of mind of non-
aligned leaders. In this section, the new
relationship between the Soviet Union
and the United States led to a creative
and provocative debate about regional
conflicts. The motives of the major po-
ers were questioned, especially their
recent efforts to appear as peacemakers,
when the superpowers themselves had
initiated regional conflicts. Many coun-
tries also warned that the Non-Aligned
Movement should not adopt a posture
which blames the victims for the state of
world tensions.

In the end the final Belgrade docu-
ment was as long as previous declara-
tions. The Non-Aligned Movement
must recognize that it is a large, ideo-
logically plural grouping and their prob-
lems cannot be summarized for the
convenience of the Western media’s lim-
ited attention span. The significance
of the final declaration is that it reflects
the state of the world as seen by the
globe’s majority.

Over the years, the Western media
and governments have viewed the Non-
Aligned Movement as a group of coun-
tries that are at best irresponsible and at
worst stooges of the Soviet Union. The
West chooses to judge the movement
by the number of references made to
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the USSR and U.S. in its declarations.
Historically, the vast majority of non-
aligned countries have been victims of
European colonialism and are currently
dependent on a world economic system
dominated by the United States, West-
ern Europe and Japan. The Soviet
Union is a relative newcomer entering
the global arena as a consequence of
the Cold War. As a matter of arithmetic
those countries with a longer tradition
of domination are named more often.
Also overlooked is the strong, anti-

communist movement within the non-
aligned represented by such stalwart

of Ghana's founding father, Kwame
Nkrumah, its foreign minister raised the
question of South Africa as the penulti-
mate issue in colonialism. Ghana seems
to be assuming a new role in the move-
ment, particularly on issues related to
Africa, A month earlier, Victor Gbeho,
Ghana's ambassador to the United Na-
tions, engineered a brilliant campaign
and forced the adoption of new resolu-
tions on Namibia in the Security Coun-
¢il. Ghana and Zimbabwe were able to
circumvent the efforts of Western pow-
ers, notably Great Britain, to prevent
the holding of such a Security Council

Shaking soldiers meit the Cold \War: how should N AM react?

Western supporters as Zaire, Saudi
Arabia, Indonesia, and Singapore. What
is remarkable is that these conservative
nations share with other non-aligned
nations a common world view condemn-
ing political, cultural and economic
hegemony.

Ghana, Venezuela and India — A num-
ber of countries seriously challenged the
assumption that the Cold War was end-
ing and that regional peace was immi-
nent. Ghana led the debate on this issue
at the foreign ministers level and its in-
tervention affected the tone of the final
document. Ghana insisted that colonial-
ism is not a relic of the past, but a per-
manent reality. Reflecting the concerns
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meeting on Namibia. It was no accident
that at the summit, Ghana was selected
to host the next foreign ministers meet-
ing in spite of efforts by its opponents to
rally around Venezuela and Tunisia. Al-
geria also echoed Ghana's view of the
question of colonialism and added to it
the issue of Palestine.
Venezuela assumed the
major actor upon being
admitted to the movement ih Belgrade.
Previously, Guyana with the support of
other English-speaking Carribean states
had strongly opposed Venezuela's
membership largely because of the bor-
der dispute between these two coun-
tries. In addition, the grand old man of
Nest Indian politics, Eric Williams,-had

role of a
immediately

always warned of Venezuela's regional
power aspirations. With the election of
President Carlos Andrés Pérez, most of
the Caribbean countries were persuad-
ed, especially by Michael Manley of Ja-
maica, of the importance of involving
Venezuela in the Caribbean Community
Market (CARICOM), a
collection of small island states devoted
to economic cooperation. Unfortu-
nately, Venezuela may have assumed

and Common

that the Non-aligned Movement is sim-
ilar to CARICOM and hence failed to ap-
preciate that the movement consists not
only of major states but those with long
experiences in multilateral diplomacy.

It is not common practice for a new
member to present itself as a candidate
to host a gathering as important as the
non-aligned foreign ministers meeting.
Venezuela
tries by challenging Ghana's candidacy,
a member held in high esteem within
the movement. (Tunisia, the other Afri-
can country that offered its name, quick-
ly withdrew.) A number of African
countries had to appeal to former Tan-
zanian President Julius Nyerere to have
a word with his friend Pérez to persuade
Venezuela to withdraw.

also disturbed many coun-

Furthermore, Venezuela startled the
movement by opposing the consensus
method of decision-making in the draft-
ing of the Latin American section of the
final declaration. The debate that en-
sued was not simply a matter of proce-
dure, but of some fundamental differ-
ences between a number of countries
within the Latin American
about Venezuela's position on the Pan-
question, especially support
for the Noriega regime. Their primary
concern was the new member’'s lack of
understanding of the political process
within the movement and of the larger
implications in changing the consensus
method of decision-making.

The entry of Venezuela remains an
important
non-alignment in Latin America. It
opens the doors for Mexico and Brazil
to cease being ""permanent observers”
and finally become full non-aligned
members. There is a growing concern
that these two giants have benefited in

grouping

damanian

moment in the history of

the economic sphere by having observ-
er status in the movement without pay-
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ing the price of political commitment to
the principles of non-alignment,

India’s Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi
made a major intervention during the
Belgrade summit by insisting that the
central questions of the 20th century are
global economic inequality and global
responsibility for the protection of the
environment, He insisted that until glob-
al negotiations are put back on the
world agenda there will be no future for
poor Third World countries. It was re-
freshing to hear Gandhi on these mat-
ters. In recent years, India seems to have
lost the moral authority it once held in
the movement. This may be a result of
the government’'s preoccupation with
regional matters such as the unpopular
war in Sri Lanka and the tensions in Ne-
pal

India has a pivotal role to play in the
Non-Aligned Movement at this junc-
ture. The radical changes in the world
political structure have had serious con-

nan-alignment. These

sequences for
1

changes demise of China,

include the
the economic, political, and environ-
mental pillage of Africa leaving the con-
tinent exhausted, and the distortion of
Latin American and Caribbean polities
Incapacitated by the debt crisis and now
the drug war. In this context, India re-
mains one of the few large non-aligned
states with the capability of playing an
independent role in world politics.
Because of former leader Jawaharlal
Nehru's carefully crafted policies, India
never joined the hysterical anti-com-
munist and anti-Soviet politics of the
right in the movement and has enjoyed
the respect of the left and liberation
movements, As a t'!['mOL'rEH"v resting on
a capitalist economy, it also has the
support of the movement's center. Rajiv
Gandhi's arrival at the 9th summit
breathed new life into the gathering es-
pecially with his strong support for the
liberation of South Africa and Palestine.
After its elections, hopefully, India can
recapture the spirit of Nehru's vision of

non- C}|J§] nment.

Notable Absences — There were a few
notable absences at the summit. Cuban
leader Fidel Castro's absence was offi-
cially explained by developments in Pa-
nama and the region. Raul Castro at-
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tended in his place. It should be recalled
that Cuba had sharp differences with
Yugoslavia in the past which came to a
head at the 1977 foreign ministers meet-
ing in Belgrade. Yugoslavia's difficulties
with Cuba's leadership of the movement
increased after the 6th summit in Hava-
na in 1979 particularly over their differ-
ing views of what should be the rela-
tionship between the movement and the
Soviet Union and the United States.
Ironically, Raul Castro noted at Belgrade
that the United States attacked Cuba for
many years for its close connection with
the USSR and questioned Cuba‘s capac-

Venezuela's Pérez: a central freshman

ity to be a genuine non-aligned country.
At present the Western countries, espe-
cially the United States, are condemning
Cuba for acting independently and not
following the Soviet Union's leadership.

The other notable absentee was Mich-
ael Manley of Jamaica. An extremely
popular leader in the early 1970s, he
provided the movement with many new
ideas for the future. Had he been pres-
ent, Manley could have prevented his
friend Pérez from Venezuela from mak-
ing the unfortunate mistakes he did at
the summit,

The Europeanization of Non-
Alignment? — When the Non-Aligned
Movement selected its venue for the 9th
summit it did not reckon that Belgrade
would open the door for a possible Eu-

ropean realignment. Six of the seven
Warsaw Pact members attended along
with five countries from the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
and two from the Australia-New Zealand-
U.S. Security Treaty group (ANZUS). In
its 28-year history, the movement has
been primarily an Afro-Asian move:
ment with increased membership from
the Caribbean and Latin America in the
last decade. Only three members are
from Europe: Yugoslavia, Malta, and
Cyprus. But Yugoslavia enjoys a special
place as a socialist country led for deec-
ades by a charismatic leader of a national
liberation movement, Tito. It now ap-
pears that non-alignment could become
an attractive alternative for a number of
Eastern European countries looking for
a movement that represents a non-bloc,
independent force in world politics.

This large gathering of Europeans
did disturb some older members of the
“Bandung’ family who saw the possibil-
ity of losing the militant anti-colonial
and anti-racist posture of the movement
if @a number of these European countries
were admitted. It should be remem-
bered, however, that historically Eastern
European countries were structurally
the Third World within Europe. Thus
European realignment in the North,
South and East gives the Non-Aligned
Movement an opportunity to become a
genuine universal movement in the near
future.

In addition to Eastern European
countries, several Nordic states, Canada,
New Zealand and Portugal attended as
guests. Canada's foreign minister made
it abundantly clear at a United Nations
speech after the summit that his coun-
try’s presence at the non-aligned meet-
ing should not be misunderstood. He
insisted that Canada remained a de-
voted, loyal and proud member of NATO.
In this light, the movement will have to
take greater care with its invitation list.
In retrospect, it was quite appropriate
for the chair of the Political Committee
to announce that those with guest status
could attend the plenary meetings but
not participate in the specialized private
meetings of non-aligned countries.

In previous summits, one was always
aware of the powerful presence of China
and its lobby. China’s internal situation,
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specially the student rebel-

E‘;,

ons, and the new détente
between the U.S. and USSR
could lead to a reexamintion
of its foreign policy. China

has seen herself “fellow

traveller” of non-alignment,
It is likely that it too will be
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policy.
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pects. The debt crisis is slowly eroding
the sovereignty of all debtor countries.
Africa faces one of the most severe eco-
nomic crises of this century with hunger
and famine as part of the permanent
reality. Yet, North American, European,
and Japanese superpowers seem in no
mood even to entertain the notion of
global negotiations.

A condominium of superpowers - It

was for these economic and political
reasons that the heads of state proceed-
ed to modify Yugoslavia's original draft
declaration. While they welcomed the
new East-West relationship, they were
not convinced that the Cold War on the
political or economic front had ended.
lhey also felt that the world faced a new
threat: the maldistribution of the world's
wealth and resources that could lead to
a dangerous war for global control and

concentration of

the

this economic

power amongst a few industrial nations
vhich could destroy the global envi-
ronment.

One major change in world politics
since the founding of the movement in
1961 is the shift from a bipolar world to
a multipolar superpower world consist-
ing today of the U.S., the USSR, the
European Community, and Japan. In
the pohitical realm, the USSR announc-
ed recently that it was rejecting the
Brezhnev doctrine, It is difficult to com-
prehend the real meaning of this an-
nouncement, especially since the doc-
trine was never clearly articulated, What
concerns naon-aligned countries is
whether the Soviet Union plans to extri-
cate itself entirely from all regional con-
flicts in the Third World. During the
summit, a Soviet foreign policy spokes-
person pronounced that the USSR was
abandoning its policy of seeing the
Non-Aligned Movement as a “natural
ally™ and that it recognized the move-
ment as an independent force in world
politics. This was seen at best as a gra-
tuitous statement because the move-
ment has always seen itself as an inde-
pendent force in world politics. Many
agree with Ranko Paetkovic, a Yugoslav
theoretician of non-alignment, who
proposes that the debate about “natural
ally"" and "equidistance” be put to rest
and that the more concrete issues facing

1990 - February = N® 24

NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT

the movement be addressed.

One major underlying issue at the
summit was the proper understanding
of the consequences of the changes in
the Soviet Union, both internally and
the

reemergence of

externally, for
Internally, the
nationalism and new demands for se-

global community.

ethnic

Cession are seen as a dangerous warn-
Ing to national sovereignty, not only for
the Soviet Union, but many non-aligned
countries with similar situations. Exter-
nally, there is the possibility of the
Soviet Union becoming so obsessed
with its internal problems that it could

the large number of small states in the
movement with weak economies. OFI(‘;
of the issues that confronts the move-
ment internally is the growing tension
between large and small states, partic-
ularly in the context of global economic
negotiations. A fortress mentality will
have severe consequences for the move-
ment, especially in the areas of security,
cultural domination, development, and
political sovereignty. It should be noted,
however, that it will be difficult for
Western condominium powers to live in
isolation in the fortress as they are
dependent on raw materials, labor, and

Cambodian peace tallis: what is the non-aligned solution?

become the weaker partner in the global
power structure. In strategic terms,
non-aligned countries have always un-
derstood that as long as there are two
powers with nuclear hegemony neither
could dominate the globe.

What troubles the movement is the
possibility of the Western world becom -
ing a new condominium of superpowers
with the European Community, Japan,
and the United States creating a fortress
around themselves to protect their eco-
nomic and political interests. A weaken-
ed USSR and China would become jun-
ior global partners with the new con-
dominium as the only hegemonic pow-
er. This would turn non-aligned coun-
tries into client states of the condomin-

ium, This is particularly critical for

markets from outside. Sooner or later,
the dwellers inside the fortress will have
o come to some accommodation with
the barbarians ouside.

This grim assessment of global con-
ditions simply means that the Non-
Aligned Movement has an even greater
role in protecting its populations than in
previous decades. As a trade union of
the poor and representative of the wretch-
ed of the earth, it has no alternative but
to maintain internal unity and to look for
new allies both inside and outside the
fortress. It is for this reason that non-
aligned countries have come to the firm
conclusion that the United Nations re-
mains the only organization that can
enable them to survive under conditions
of international anarchy. *
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Parts of Beirut are reduced to rubble. Others
have become permanent battlefields.
Yet daily life adapts and goes on
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