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At the moment of deciding the future
consult those with a solid past. R
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Many nations are racing against
time to build their future now.

So it's only natural that they seek
the support of those who have a vast
store of past experience.

Like Construtora Norberto
Odebrecht, the Brazilian construction
firm that has been execut-
ing heavy construction
projects for more than
40 years and has thus con-
tributed decisively to the
development of Brazil and
other countries.

Odebrecht’s experience
is indeed solid, accumulat-
ed in the vastness of the
eight and a half million
square kilometers of Brazil,
where differing geographical
characteristics and varied socio-
economic levels exist side-by- side.

B The 890-km Carajas Railroad
in Northern Brazil

-

The Praia Mole Port Complex in Brazil

As well as in the special
conditions of other developing
countries.

This is because Odebrecht
has always shown itself capable of
finding just the right response fto
the singularity of each challenge.

No matter where.

ODEBRECHT@

CONSTRUTORA NORBERTO ODEBRECHT 8A

Rua Voluntdrios da Pétria 89, Botafogo, 22270 - Rio de Janeiro -ﬁ.f, Bngﬂ
Phone: (021) 286-7222 - Telex: (021) 23-279/31 - 606 NORB -



q;To the Reader

Changesin “Third World”

Perceptive readers will notice a slight
thange in the magazine: the cover
date for issue number seven is April,
instead of April/May as one might
expect. Fortunately, there is no cause
for alarm. Third world has not gone to a
monthly format, and the change will
not affect current subscriptions.
Subscribers will continue to receive a
total of six issues a year. The
bimonthly dating system will be
resumed with the next issue, number
eight, May/June 1987. The
adjustment was made at the request of
several librarians and is merely a
technical one to help facilitate
tataloging and classification.

A major change will be introduced,

| however, with issue number eight.

Following the recommendations of
many of our readers, we have decided
to enlarge the magazine to the
standard 21 x 27 cm format. The move
will result in a more
graphically-pleasing publication and
will at the same time allow us to save
on production costs and provide us
more flexibility in our advertising
layouts.

We hope that the change will please
our readers. Our magazine represents
a unique editorial experiment, and
therefore we have been particularly
open and attentive to the comments
and criticisms made by our readers.
We intend to remain open to
suggestions as we enter our second
year of publishing in English.
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Distribution

I live in Harare, Zimbabwe,
and | have looked for third word
in bookstores, but | haven
been able to find it. Logal
distributors tell me they cannot
import foreign magazines due

to problems concerning money
transfers abroad. What should |
your magazine on

a regular basis?

do to receive

G. Namashula - Harare,
Zimbabwe

You can subscribe directly
through our distributors in Lisbon,

Portugal. Obtaining our magazine in
bookstores and newslands is difficull
in many Vorld countries due
o exchange control regulations. We
are trying to solve this problem by
n of bilateral agreements with
We hope b
od news soon in this regard
for our readers in Zimbabwe.

Third

individual countries.

have

Errata

We apologize o our
readers for two slips in our
issue number 5. On page 39,
the photo in the right-hand
comer is thal of Finance
Minister Dilson Funaro andnol
governor-elect Miguel Arais.
The caplion under the pholo
on page 44 refers lo the pholo
on page 46, and vice-versa.
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iTakIng to the streets to oppose the “Ponto Final” law

0n impunity

Despite your magazine's
imple coverage of human rights
‘airs in other parts of the Third
!horld, you have so far failed to
Hiscuss the effects of the
w-called “Ponto Final'' laws on
¢ democratization processes in
#rgentina and Uruguay. By
wiing to allow the military to
Heape unpunished, our
wislators have violated the
mnciple of the division of
wwer by denying the judiciary
% chance to fulfill its role,
fich is to make jutice.

In a publication that
“tulates in Latin American and
Vican countries which don't
Weys have access to objective
Porting on what happens in
® rest of the world, it is
"portant that this subject not
*ignored,

Maria Beatriz Nébrega -
kntevideo, Uruguay

%7~ April - N2 07

The foreign debt

| would like to suggest that
third world devote one of its next
cover stories to the Third World

foreign debt, an issue that has
been radically changing the
situation of all African, Asian
and Latin American countries.

The debt has become a
sophisticated way of imposing
economic dependence by
harnessing the economy of poor
countries in the interest of rich
ones. Third World countries are
labeled as debtors, implying
that they are morally inferior
because they owe something to
other nations. The peoples of
Asia, Africa and Latin America
should be made aware that the
debt was imposed on them, and
that therefore they are not
morally obliged to pay it.

To refuse to pay is not an act
of delinquency, as many have
said, but an act of sovereignty.
Decolonization should also
apply to our notions on the
morality of the debt.

W.A. Sing - Sri Lanka

Pen pals

| would like to correspond
with English-speaking people
who can exchange ideas on
photography and culture.

Atsu Oris Ackumany - P.O.
Box 36 - Akatsi v/r Ghana

! would like lo exchange ideas
with Third World English-speaking
readers in Africa and the Caribbean.
Daniel dos Santos —

Faculdade de Formmagao de
Professores — Rua Aurora 23 -
Jacobina, Bahia, Brazil
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A Third World
Viewpoint

iy
You can find many magazines - OF
on the Third World, but only
one is written in the Third
World by journalists who

were born and live there, and
daily share in the effort to
overcome underdevelopment.
This is third world

magazine, the only one
printing five editions in three
different languages with an
overall circulation of more
than 120,000 copies in 70
different countries. third
world is the result of a ten-
years’ struggle for the
dissemination of
tomprehensive, undistorted
nformation on Asia, Africa,
the Middle East and Latin
iAmerica. If you live in the
Third World, this is the
magazine you want to read
iegularly. If you don't live in
hsia, Africa, the Middle East
or Latin America, third

world is the best way to
teep you directly informed on £
the problems and living =
tonditions of two-thirds of
mankind.

U ARE INTERESTED, TURN THE PAGE FOR DETAILS ON HOW TO SUBSCRIBE
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SOUTH AFRICA _

Disenchanted
White Voters

A National Party rally:

B - third world

tration. But since neither

Reagan nor the ANC were
r the 3ot Sl

nac no ‘way ) jeleatin

the e 01 then
Ma white South Afr-
cans are beginning to feel

impotent in the face of the

rebellion at home and

mounting anti-apartheid
roce e n AN achinat
prassures wasnhington

and as a resull many voters
who traditionally supported

INP)

ty

cisillu-
with the

govern

disenchantment

1 iberal winags of the NP,
which has ruled South Africa
for the p U years and
was exj to win the
1ecti oups are
onvinced that, regardless of

“running’ against Reagan and the ANC

the

antiracist

the results of
the

polls,

black
rebellion nor world pressure

neither

against apartheid are likely
to subside.

Because of this attitude,
the NP risked receiving less
than 50 percent of the vote

for the first time in its

history. Public opinion polls

indicate a growing tendency

in favor of the Progressive
(PFP), the
opposition
which is traditionally made

Federal Party

liberal
up of Anglo-Saxon descen-
dants largely concentrated in
the |’_‘_'-.;u_-1umr| area
After years of coopera-
the NP and the

South

ting with

apartheid regime,

Africa’s capitalists have
bequn to distance them-
selves from its racist
policies. They believe that
the current government is
exacerbating tensions be-

tween the white minority
and black majority. Fertilizer
Magnate Louis Luyt, a tra-

sup-
before

his vote

ditional NP financial
porter, announced
that

would go to the PFP. Ano-

the elections

ther South African million-
who

Gordon Wadell,
had always supported
Botha, has announced he
will leave South Africa. “The
(Botha) government simply

chose to ignore that we are

aire,

in a position where time
does not exist for us
(whites),” he wrote in 8

letter to his

the

colleagues on
board of directors of



Anglo-American, South Af-

rica’s largest industrial
complex,
Dennis Worral, the

African
ambassador to London, has

influential  South
resigned his post and
ieturned to South Africa to
wn for parliament against
the official NP candidate,
There have also been im-
portant NP defections from
within Stellenbosch Univer-
gty, the institution which
sroduced most of the apart-
heid regime’s intellectuals,
fconomics Professor Sam-
ple Terreblanche, who is
sso a vice-president at the
South African Broadcasting
Company, the state-owned
elevision corporation, and
Law Professor James Fourie
have both resigned from the
niversity in protest against
he government’'s reform
nolicies - or lack thereof.
They explained that they

ieve that the

government sicerely intends
i reform apartheid”.
The revolt against Botha

s also intense in the

ltra-racist far-right, Retired
Colonel Theuns Ruus Swa-
nepoel, also known as “the
beast of Soweto,” broke

n

wit the r_:m-nrr.r':\:mt, ac-
wsing it of “placing com-
munists in key posts.” Swa-
nepoel gained world rek-
town a decade ago for
having personally ordered
the massacre of black resi-
dents of the Southwest
l-',-\‘.'rt'_"h:[) during the anti-
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Tricontinental Panorama

apartheid uprising of 1976.
He ran in the elections as a
candidate for the ultra-
rightist Conservative Party.
The political radicaliza-
tion of South African whites
may prove fatal to Botha.
The president is likely to
grow increasingly weak, and
the NP could be facing its
most serious crisis since it

rose to power in 1947.

ZAIRE

U.S. Maneuvers
along Angolan
Border

D For the first time in five
years, some 600 Greer

Berets of the United S

Special Forces participated

in early April in joint

army in the Zairean province
of Shaba, near the Angolan
border. Significantly, Shaba
is the area through which
U.S. weapons and ammuni-
tion are supplied to the
UNITA rebels, Angolan
counterrevolutionary armed
bands backed by South
Africa.

Both the joint military
maneuvers and the supply
of arms were coordinated
from the Kamina air base,
located slightly more than 20
kilometers from downtown
Lumumbashi, in Zaire, and
less than 100 km from the
Angolan border. The air
base has recently become

strateqgically important for

the assistance provided
there for clandestine military
raids against northern
Angola. Its use as a secret
UNITA weapons depot was

first reported in early

maneuvers with the Zairean February by James Brooke
T
e 7
S
"N s
s ‘“}
ANGOLA
; Q\-zmt:\,r' .
O Z Fhe Kamina air
- o - bhase is located 20
" km northwest of
ZAIRE Lubumbashi, The
'-‘_: point where
’

ZAMBIA

Lubumbast

supplies for UNITA
cross the border
into Angola is
shown by the
Arrows.

third world -9




of The New Times.
Brooke's dispatch added that
the U.S. Central Intelligence
Agency was providing aid to
the South African-backed

rebels in northern Angola.

York

The Pentagon’s interest
in the Kamina air base
became obvious in 1985

when the U.S. Agency for
Development

financing

International
began several
road-repair projects in the
province of Shaba, mostly
along the Angolan border.
Ostensibly intended to

French Prime Minster Chirac

facilitate the transportation
of agricultural products, the

projects began to draw
suspicion when it became
evident that, instead of

connecting distant
to urban centers, all of the
repaired roads, totaling
approximately 1,000 kilome-
ters, ran parallel to the
border.
The few

villages

jornalists who
have been granted permis-
sion to visit the area agree
that the roads
military rather

serve a
than an

10 - third world

economic purpose. In De-
cember 1985, The New York
Times published a U.S, State
Department document re-
commending the
by President Ronald Reagan
of a USS 20
program to modernize and

approval

million aid

expand the Kamina air base.

Kamina i1s equipped with
two 2,300 meter-long
runways capable of handling
July,
journalists

large aircraft. Last

visiting

Belgian
reported that they had seen
huge boxes containing U.S.
weapons and ammunition

covered with canvas and

piled alongside one of the

runways. The journalists

were in Zaire to cover the

visit of Jelgian Defense

Minister E. De Donnea, who

at the time suggested the

creation of a Kamina-based
African Rapid Deployment

Force - an idea originally

aired by former French
President Giscard d’'Estaing
and

supported by,
others, the

among
current French

Prime Minister Jacques
Chirac.
Diplomatic observers in
Africa note that Zaire may
become the most important
political and military ally of
the U.S. in Africa if the
apartheid regime is
eventually replaced by a
black majority government
in South Africa. The
renewed emphasis on U.S.
military operations in Shaba
apparently indicates that the

Pentagon plans to intensify

its destabilizing maneuvers
in northern Angola - 3
diamond and oil producing
region that accounts for over
85 percent of Angola's trade

revenues,
BRAZIL

The Failure
of the
Cruzado Plan

D Ballyhooed over a year
ago as an economic
cure-all, the Cruzado Plan
has proved to be one of the
most resounding failures in
Brazil's troubled economic
history, The recession it has
left in its wake has brought
with it economic hardships
that by far exceed anything
experienced in the early

1980s.

The February 28

anniversary of the plan’s
announcement was ignored
by a population grappling

with price increases of the
order of 80 and 100 percent.

Following last year's
consumerist euphoria, Bra-

zilians were |olted in Febru-

ary of this year by the
announcement that the
country would suspend

payments on its foreign debt
service. Government offi-
cials lamely explained that
foreign reserves, which in
February 1986 stood at US$
9 billion, had dwindled to
less than US$ 4 billion -




hardly enough to cover two
months of imports. The
squandering of foreign re-
serves was the price the
government had to pay to
keep domestic prices artifi-
cially low for most of last
year and thus ensure its own
victory in the November
elections. The price stabili-
zation was accomplished by
subsidizing both imports
and local products.

According to independent
observers, the failure of the
Cruzado Plan -— which was
originally intended to reduce
inflation to less than 10
percent annually - could be
attributed to the fact that the
government proved unable
or unwilling to control prices
at the intermediate sectors
of the economy. Prices were
frozen at the consumer level,
but the government left
wholesale prices to the
discretion of commaodity
producers, processors and
distributors, The result was
that producers and distri-
butors of staple goods
began to pressure consum-
ers by whithholding produc-
tion or selling their goods on
the black market.

One notorious example
was meat. Unable to force
producers to slaughter. their
cattle for sale at official
prices, the government
resorted to importing meat
in order to restore balance
lo the market and put an end
1o price speculation. But
meat imports fell short of

1987 - April - N2 07
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0 Globo

Sarney: presiding over the death of the Cruzado Plan

demand, and local meat
began to be openly sold
above the fixed price. Most
other products included in
the price freeze simply
disappeared from the mar-
ket. On the other hand,
successfully controlled
prices — such as those for
fuel, transportation and
manufactured goods - cre-
ated a consumer binge that
the country had not wit-
nessed in 20 years.

The economic policy
began to fall apart shortly
before the November elec-
tions, when 60 million
Brazilian voters were about
to pick new state governors
and representatives, in addi-
tion to a Constituent Assem-
bly. Satisfied with the price
freeze, Brazilians voted
massively for the governing

Democratic Alliance led by
the Brazilian Democratic
Movement Party (PMDB)
and the Liberal Front Party
(PFL), The PMDB won a
landslide victory, electing 23
out of a total 24 state gov-
ernors. One week after its
electoral triumph, the gov-
ernment suddendly ended
the price freeze, and dis-
mayed consumers watched
prices spiral once again.

The euphoria that lasted
from February to September
has now given way to
uncertainty and pessimism.
The government took more
than three months to
officially acknowledge it had
gone broke and that exports
had fallen from US$ 1.2
billion in March 1986 to a
littte more than US$ 100

third world - 11
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forced to

was
terest pa
foreiagn de

indeterminate

period of

time. The government's

economic team was dis-

patched abroad to appease

international creditors and

hopefully to buy enough

the country to earn

sufficient reserves to meet

its interest payments — US$S

12 billion annually on a total

billion.

has insisted that he will not
accept IMF supervision of
domes s, but at the
S ti wa to win a

of confidence from

onal

Danks

ntern:

name. n the ]
months, Brazil wil
vl
yd
'

in JU ' .-'
be in extrer v
period for razil

critical

stitutionally.
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ECUADOR
Political Imbroglio

I:] Having
harmed

but

escaped un-
from a brief
frightening kidnapping

episode last February 16 at

the Taura Air Force Base
near Guayaquil, Ecuadorian
President Ledn Febres

is back at his desk,

but his nolitical future seems
anything but certain. During

a tour of the base, Cordero

and his en which

urage -

luded his defense
minister and an army
commander — were taken
h Y roup f
[ r vho

nde the release of Air
ror( _.ll nera i
Pazzos |

prisoned

alstu

Of a full

A

o

uitra-cons

who admires F

Cordero may be

court for

contrary,
challenged in
having granted amnesty to
the paratroopers in violation
of laws designed to severely
punish anyone found guilty
ot attempting a coup
Regardless of the legal
consequences of his action,
the damages to his political
likely to be
Cardero, 56,
his ruthless
opposition to terrorism. In
Sep he
personally commanded a

future are
stating.

was known for

L‘:L\"

ember

controversial operation that
sought to forcibly release a
had been

guerrilla

banker who
captured by
fighters. Six people died in

the resulting shoot-out,

including the hostage. Yetin

ra, when he suddenly
found himself held hostage,

the pr

sident was quick to

ignore legal technicalities in

the attempt to save his own
SKInN
Immediately following

the Taura incident, there

a move in Congress to

sach Cordero, but it was

ed by the conservative

Nevertheless, he
suffered

damage to his

even among
ultra-conservatives who
iron-fisted

and
Within

the armed .'-(,lrlj—-‘-;r the l]ﬂi[\f’

ipplauded  his

control of

civilian
military opposition.

of command seems o have

shattered as a result of

been

mounting suspicions and



misgivings over the peculiar
episode. Doubts center on
one nagging unanswered
question: How could the
military secret service not
have known that the Taura's
paracas (paratroopers) were
planning a rebellion,
especially when a congress
member had warned two
days before that something
unusual was going on at the
Air Force base?

General Pazzos, whom
his colleagues like to call
“Rambo,” turns out to be
the only beneficiary of the
affair. Cordero had insisted
on keeping him in a military
prison even after Congress
recommended last year that
he be released. The role that
Pazzos, one of the most
decorated officers in the
Ecuadorian armed forces,
will play politically is open to
conjecture.

“Apartheid”:
Luring New Tourists

Beginning late last year,
the South African gov-
ernment and the country’s
largest  travel agencies
have launched a number of
campaigns to attract new
visitors. to the land of
apartheid. The tourism
business has fallen victim
to. the fears of travelers
about the nation's
permanent state of racial
unrest. Tourist figures

1987 - April = N2 07
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Ledn Febres Cordera

Confusion over the real
nature of events at Taura
was compounded when it
was learned that the
paratroopers intended to
stage a coup "'to guarantee
legality,” as they put itin a
political manifesto made
public while Cordero was

dropped from 792,000 in
1984 to 727,000 in 1985,
and estimates for 1986 do
not surpass 650,000.

In an attempt to lure
new visitors, the South
African Tourism Board has
increased its foreign
advertising budget from
US$ 10 million to US$ 12.5
million.  South  African
travel agencies have
resorted to unconventional
gimmicks -to attract new
clients. One recently
launched a  multi-million
dollar campaign in the

still in their hands. Now the
Supreme Court has decided
to challenge the president's

authority to pardon the
soldiers: it intends to
prosecute them under the
anti-coup legislation. The
political outcome of such a
move is difficult to predict.

South African press,
inviting readers to supply
the names and addresses
of friends or. relatives
abroad who might be
interested in visiting South
Africa. Those names were
entered into a raffle for 100
round-trip tickets plus a
week's paid expenses. A
U.S.-based travel agency
has promised to refund all
hotel and travel expenses
to any tourist proving to

have witnessed any
“disturbances” in South
Africa.

third world - 13
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Editorial

The Brazilian Default

Nearly five years ago, Mexico called a

general moratoriun ts foreign debt

Now, faced with

the utter impossibility of
continuing to honor its international

obligations, Brazil has been forced to take a

etween the tw

similar stef W

Third World «

deteriorate, with cred

banks failing to suggest acceptable solutions
and blaming the debtor countries for the

resulting impasse.

However, events since 1982 have clearly
shown that the debtors, the international
banks CrE hare a
responsi An

solution must dis

To plé

all th

is unrealistic ounterproductive
All of the proposed solutions advanced by

creditors have called for bilateral

negotiations wt
t
only superficia

h seek to protect the

interests of international banks while making

concessions to the debtors.
The result has been an unrelenting vicious
circle. This unilateral approach, as illustrated
by repeated attempts to take advantage of
the debtors’ predicament and to buy time,
will prove irrealistic in the long run. It will
only invite unilateral counterproposals that
could include the outright reneging of the
debt by the most hard pressed Third World
countries.

All over the world, indebted nations are
increasingly coming to grips with the fact
that it is economically impossible to

14 - third world

amortize their debts by following the
prescriptions of the private banks and the
International Monetary Fund. Eventually
they will have no alternative but to unite and
dictate a joint solution of their own.

During the 1960s, the growth of the Third
World's total debt was held in check by both
creditors and debtors. In the 1970s,
however, the accumulation of huge financial
resources as a result of the first oil shock led
large banks to ease their lending conditions.
A large number of loans were granted at
variable interest rates, which until the
mid-1970s remained relatively moderate.
Subsequent inflationary pressures in the
United States, however, caused interest
rates to rise worldwide. As a result, the
Third World debt, estimated at US$ 567
billion in 1980, escalated to more than US$ 1
trillion in 1986 — US$ 1.035 trillion to be
exact

This unusual jJump in interest rates, which
was encouraged by a U.S. government
eager to attract European and Asian capital
to finance its trade deficit, made Wall Street
directly responsible for the snowballing of
the debt. Debtor nations neither stimulated
nor benefited from the increase, just as they
cannot be held responsible for the recession
that hit the U.S. in the early 1980s and had

global repercussions. The recession caused
a marked decline in commodity prices, and
as a result export revenues shrunk
throughout Africa, Asia, Latin America and
the Middle East.



Contrary to the historical reaction to an
ypswing in the business cycle, prices for raw
materials remained low even as the U.S.
sconomy resumed its growth. Commodity
jernand did not increase as might have been
expected, mainly because technological
nnovations and the introduction of
substitute products reduced demand, The
segments of the economy that registered the
most growth were computers, high
technology and services — not those that
raditionally consume Third World
ommodities.

This shift in demand is typical of a structural
shenomenon occurring in the Western
sconomic systermn. Consequently, the trend
can be expected to persist through the short
and medium terms, with debtor countries
falling to see “the light at the end of the
wnnel.” At present, interest payments alone
devour from one-third to one-half of the
fotal export revenues of indebted nations. In
some cases, the figure exceeds 100 percent.
In 1986, Argentina spent 71 percent of its

| expart revenues 1o service its debt; in

Venezuela the figure was 42 percent, in
grazil 41 percent,
The Brazilian case is illustrative. The

sountry's debt is estimated at around US$
108 billion. In the past five years, Brazil paid
its creditors a total of US$ 55 billion, yet the
lotal amount of its debt remains as high as
aver. Essentially, the country struggled to
generate a trade surplus only to transfer
apital abroad. In early 1987, following a
marked decline in its trade balance, Brazil
was unable to continue to both service the
debt-and purchase essential imports, As a
result, it suspended interest payments.
Creditors have failed to take ir’o account the
wncept of co-responsibility. Left with no
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alternatives, debtor countries like Brazil have
been forced to dictate their own conditions
in order to cope with the difficulties that
threaten their future. Discussions that might
lead to a joint solution are taking place
between debtor nations, especially in Latin
America, but no consensus has yet been
reached on the idea of a “debtors club” that
would lead negotiations. The governments
involved claim that each country has its own
specific set of circumstances that call for
separate solutions.

This, however, is valid only with respect to
the technical aspects of the negotiations
between creditors and debtors. In fact, the
debt problem has long ago ceased to be
merely technical: it is political. The issue of
co-responsibility with its implicit sharing of
the onus goes beyond technicalities and
must be seriously taken into account by all
of the governments involved. It is a political
principle that must be high on the agenda in
discussions between debtor countries,
industrial nations and multilateral
organizations. The technical aspects of the
debt are secondary.

Case-by-case negotiations have proved
unrealistic and unproductive. A large share
of the Third World debt is accounted for by
Latin America, but the problem also affects
African and Asian countries. (The
Philippines and Nigeria, for instance, are
among the most indebted nations). Of the
Third World total debt, 41 percent is held by
Latin America, and 59 percent belongs to
Asia and Africa. Hence, although the
initiative of coordinating joint negotiations
should come from Latin America, any joint
proposal must have the direct participation
of Africans and Asians if it is to be
successful.
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The Silent \Ilctlms of the Debt

As a result of the compulsory impoverishment of the Third World, the physical and
mental development of at Ieas the next two generations of children in a number of
Latin American, Asian and African countries will be lower than that of their
predecessors. Social programs are being cut as part of austerity budgets designed
to allow governments to continue payment on their foreign debts. As a
consequence, already low medical, sanitation and nutritional conditions are
deteriorating further. Several countries, in harmony with international bodies such as
UNICEF, have warned of the ominous prospect of a future where a large portion of
the adult population is irreversibly impaired by malnutrition suffered during childhood.
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“Should we let our
children starve to death while
we pay the foreign debt?”
lhe blunt question asked by
Tanzanian President Julius
Nyerere illustrates the direct

relationship between national

L | economic difficulties and the
future of children in the Third World.

Of course the foreign debt is not solely
gsponsible for the annual death toll of over 14
million children under the age of five in Third

World countries. Other
gonomic, social and cultural
poblems contribute to this e :

mnual slaughter — just as they 3

gad to malnutrition and other

mlamities that threaten

millions of children. ¥ ;
Without a doubt, the

pavest of these problems is

pverty — not only the material

==

.
-

pverty of parents and nations,
but also the spiritual indigence
of several Third World leaders.
foward the end of his
dictatorship, former Phillipine
fresident Ferdinando Marcos
built four
hospitals that  cost the

sophisticated

thillipine people five times the
imount spent in the country on
tasic health care. Marcos had
fiis counterparts in other Third World countries,
where 90 percent of the resouces spent on
tealth benefits but 15 percent of the population.

“Should we deprive our children in order to
ncrease our defense budgets?” Another blunt
{uestion, this one asked by Pakistan’s Finance
Minister Mahbub-ul-Haq during the annual
meeting of the International Monetary Fund
IMF) and the World Bank in Seoul, South
Korea in 1985. The Pakistanese official pointed
wt that expenditures on health and education in
between

Ow-income countries decreased
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Should she pay the debt?

1972 and 1982, while their military budgets
spiraled from US$ 7 billion to over US$ 100
billion. The price of three modern military
aircraft would cover the cost of immunization
for all of the world’s children against measles,
diphteria, whooping cough, tetanus and
tuberculosis — five diseases that account for a
major share of infant and child deaths.

The impact of economic recession

In the Third World, infection and
malnutrition together
account for 280,000 infant
and child deaths per week
more than the combined
figures for famines, floods
and droughts. Most victims
come from the poorest
classes, which are the most
vulnerable to the economic
recessions that have ushered
on negative or extremely low
growth rates in most Third
World nations.

Since the beginning of the
decade, the average income
s of over half of all African

countries decreased by over

F 1
| '

9 {/ America, national incomes

percent. In  Latin

declined by nine percent
between 1980 and [986.
Ironically, the negative trend follows three
decades of positive growth in Third World
countries: between 1950 and 1980, infant
mortality rates dropped by 50 percent, the
average life expectancy rose by 30 percent,
food production tripled and school enrollment
rates doubled.’

The recent economic recession has obviously
had its impact on children in the Third World.
In Brazil (see following story), the infant
mortality rate — the number of deaths of infants
under the age of one who die per 1,000 live
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1983. The

previous year, the country had registered an

births began to nse agam in

infant mortality rate of 65.8, the lowest in 1ts

history (but stll a poor showing according to
the standards of the World Health Organization
tolerable maximum).

which considers 50 the

Although Brazil is one of the world's leading

3

food exporters, over half of Brazilian children

currently sufter from some form of
malnutrition.
Conditions for youngsters have also

deteriorated in Chile, Bolivia, Uruguay,
Jamaica, the Phillipines, Barbados and a number
of African countries. All of these nations have

high

h rates ol
and infant mortality. Only in a few countnies in

malnutrition, underweight births

South and East Asia are children spared this

plight. Yet, even in countries that have enjoyed

economic growth in the past decades, social

factors for ¢ have at best remained
stable.
Brazil, India, China and some Southeast

Asian countries like Formosa and South Korea

have ged to make economic

progress

despite the deterioration of world trade, the

decline of commodity prices, the decrease in

international aid, the growth of the foreign debt

and the curtailment of private financing.
23 American

However in 17 of the Latin

countries and 24 of the 32 sub-Saharan African

nations, ave incomes declined between

1980 and 1985, and the predicament of children
IS even worse.
In an attempt to escape the effects of foreign

and domestic economic difficulties, at least 70

countrics have adopted orthodox, recessive

measures under IMF-sponsored “adjustment”
programs. Mexico is a good example of how the
bitter IMF can

ultimately kill the patient.

medicine prescribed by the

UNICEF on the
impact of stringent adjustment policies on the

A smdy conducted by

poorest families in the Third World shows that
the quality of health and education services has
declined in

18 = third-world

many countrics and that "a

R N b

widespread  deterioration of health and

nutrittional  conditions™ i1s  evident among

children in Africa and Latin America?, The
immediate cause is that in at least half of all
Latin America and Aflrican countries, public
expenditures since 1980 in health and education
have been reduced on a per capita basis. It
appears that the poor are bearing the brunt of
the effects of their

govermmen ts’ economic

reforms.
Is there a way out?
status of

World and the
international economic environment has been

I'he relationship between the

children in the Third
largely ignored, except in a few isolated studies
as UNICEF's

mundial sobre la infancia™?

such “Efectos de la recession
(The efects of the
world recession on children), by Richard Jolly
and G. Andrea Cornia. “Children’s problems”,
according to the authors, “are often approached
from a narrow perspective that ignores their
concentrates of

causes and

more basic causes and

individual rather than on social
symptoms, often leading to inadequate analyses
and policies. Even when a study looks into
tends to focus on national

social causes, it

political, economic and social conditions, and
seldom takes into account their international
This international

components. neglect of

aspects may be understood in high-income
industrial nations, but can hardly be justified in
less well-endowed developing countries”.

F'he study shows that a world economic
ecession does not affect all nations equally and
that governments do not respond in a uniform
manner when faced with a growing debl
compounded by dwindling resources. Not allof
slashing publc

programs),

them adopt the IMF model

expenditures  (including social
reducing the purchasing power of the working
class and privatizing state enterprises. Betwetl
Chile’s socialis!

strategy adopted by Cuba, there Is a whole

monetarist model and the



'

nge of possibilities.

Between 1973 and 1982, per capita
spenditures on public health services nearly
ipled in Cuba, and per capita expenditures in
dication more than doubled. As a result, the
ban infant mortality rate dropped from 28.9
117.3 during the period. (It had stood at a high
| prior to the 1959 revolution.) Advances
ade in the quality of life and elimination of
icial  inequalities are impressive, noted
NICEF experts®. In Chile, however, social
Ipenditures per capita declined by 20 percent
tiween 1974 and 1982, The infant mortality
ie continued to decline (basically because of
® high quality of the old national health
#tem), but the percentage of Chileans living in
erty increased from 12 to 16 percent in only
W years (1980-82).

The Cuban example demonstrates that the
Y of children can be improved even during a
nld  economic recession. And certain
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brazil's Northeast: children go hungry as the country exports food

countries are less dependent on the world
economic outlook: for example, India and China
are less affected by the world recession
than is Brazil.

Economic recession cannot be blamed for
everything, however. In certain countries,
poverty is not a function of outside economic
conditions alone. As an indicator for the social
conditions of children, the amounts allocated in
national budgets for health and education are
more telling than Gross National Product
(GNP) or per capita income figures.

However the countries with the highest
infant mortality rates are generally those
registering weak economic performances. In
1985, according to UNICEF data, the ten
countries with the highest infant mortality rates
were Afghanistan (189), Sierra Leone and Mali
(175), Malawi (157), Guinea-Bissau (153),
Somalia and Ethiopia (152), Mozambique {147),
Burkina Faso (145), and Angola (143). Those
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with the lowest infant mortality rates were
Sweden, Finland and Japan (6), Switzerland,
Norway, Holland and Denmark (8), and
Canada, Hong Kong, Australia, Singapore and

Belgium (9).
Low -cost solutions
Despite the recession, research has increased

man’s understanding of many of the problems

facing the world. If the communications media

were to contribute by disseminating some of

e, the annual toll of dead children

this knowled

Ml = L _LS, :T“,:“

avoided through the adoption of low-cost byt
highly effective measures.

In a recent twelve-month period, the
\\i\]cspru;u! use of two low-cost methods -
immunization and the oral therapy to combat
saved the lives of some 1.5million

the

dehydration

children under age of five. Over four

million children were saved In a five-year
period in countries that adopted other low-cost
measures® — including the promotion of breast

feeding and correct weaning practices, the

monitoring of child growth and development,
the control of acute respiratory infections, the

under five years of age might not reach 14 assistance of mothers prior to, during and just
million. At least half of these deaths could be after birth, and the distribution of
; = =

Bangladesh:
Financing
Motherhood

Low-income women in the Third World

have few means to improve their well-
being and that of their children. Despite the
fact that they are primarily responsible for
agricultural production, women lack sufficient
INcome bank that

would enable them to expand production or

and the access to loans
launch a business. If women had the resources
to improve their standing, they would spend
their earnings to provide for the basic needs of
their children, according to studies. Thus,
lending to poor women is one potential way to
assure a decent standard of living for children.
the Rural)
3angladesh this
lending money to the poor,
especially to Its
demonstrates that such loans not only assist

For ten years, Grameen (or

Bank of has adhered to
philosophy J'\:.
WOmEen. experience
the poor but that they are also profitable.
“There is no justification for the popular
belief

matters; that agriculture is the only activity

that the poor cannot handle financial

that fits them, or that they tend to spend all |
they earn,” remarked Professor Muhammad
Yunus, the bank’s foupder and main architect,
“Equally false is the notion that they lack
creativity, or that women are not capable of
securing bank loans. We have been gradually ¥
reversing the vicious circle of low income, low
rates of investments - §
transforming it into a growing process of high3
income, high credit, high investment.”
Professor Yunus decided to put to the tests
his faith in the rural poor in 1976 when b
established a credit system for villagers who
lived University of Chittagong
where he taught. He organized small groups
of credit seekers who shared collectively th
responsibility for repayment — diverging from

savings and low

near the

the normal process where individual debtsaes
guaranteed by individual mortgages. In fact, |
his plan excluded anyone who owned mors
than O.2 hectares or whose assets ;mmtmleﬂ‘:
to twice the value of his or her properys
Poverty was thus a positive rather thandy
negative factor in the granting of loans,

Over 112,000 of the bank’s clients Wees
women — 65 percent of whom had never taken
a bank loan nor started a business, Eventuallj

all of the loans were properly liquidated

)0 - third world
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gamin A to children.
Experts estimate that the implementation of
wese basic health measures can reduce infant
wrtality and disease by 30 to 50 percent in the
gxt ten years. Although this would sull fall
bort of problem, it would
spresent  a considerable advance. The
kep-rooted causes of infant mortality can be
eliminated  only

solving the

ltimately
frough the creation of a new
gernational  economic  order
wd the implementation of more
gst  and human social
fructures. ©

Arthur José Poerner

.
ihere  were  virtually no
gfaults in nine years of 3
knding operations totaling £

<

US$ 13 million. Loans varied §
fom 200 taka (US$ 7) to$
5000 taka (USS 170), andg
Imsl female  borrowers >
ivested in  cattle org
yricultural implements, while
lome started their own
Msinesses.

Between 1980 and 1985,
ger 500 female bank
mployees were trained with
e help of UNICEF to expand the services of
he Grameen Bank., In turn, 9,500 village
¥omen were trained to act as leaders in their
bcal groups. They were to assist women —
‘many of whom are illiterate — to apply for
bans and to help introduce basic health
ncepts in their communities. Group
{nembers learned to read and write —as well as
low to drill wells and raise vegetables in order
b improve their children’s diets. Printed on
e back of their loan documents were
instructions on how to mix mineral salts to
llight dehydration in children,

The Grameen Bank has inspired similar
@periments elsewhere, from Dominica to

1 UNICEF Executive Director James P. Granl, “Situagéo

Mundial da InfAncia, 1987".
2 Ibid
3 "Siglo XXI", Espafia Editores, Madrid, December 1984,

4 Ibid., In "La actual crisis econbmica mundial y el bienestar
de la inlancia: El caso de Cuba,” by J. Guitérrez Mufiz, J.
Camards Fabian, J. Cobas Manriquez and Rachelle Hertenberg,

ps 155,
5 *Situagio Mundial da InfAncia, 1987".
6 Ibid.

Women discussing loans: children are likely beneficiaries.

Gambia, with similar favorable results. In
Nepal, where women spend 60 percent of
their incomes on food for their families, 210
female credit groups have emerged in the past
five years. Nepalese women buy cattle and
seeds or launch their own businesses, These
credit groups have served as a base for
organizing literacy campaigns, child care
improvements, vaccination efforts and the oral
therapy of dehydrated children.

Meanwhile, the Grameen Bank has ex-
panded its activities. It is estimated that by
1993 some 2,000 bank offices will be offering
loans to half of the landless poor in Ban-
gladesh — a full one-fourth of the population.

%87 - April - N2 07
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Roughly one-fourth of the world’s poverty
is centered in just one country — India. Indian
children make up 30 percent or more of the
global victims of malnutrition, diarrhea,
that

underweight births and stunted

diseases can be prevented by
vaccination,
growth.

However since independence in 1947, the
country has been steadily improving social
conditions, and the results may surprise the
world in the coming decades.

India now ranks among the world’s ten
major industrial nations. Food
production has

populational growth, and the

outpaced

country has harvested
surpluses of most staple grains.
Vast infrastructures are In

place to communicate with
Indian families and help them
improve their living conditions
and their nutrition and
production levels.

Social development

programs have significantly
improved the lot of a broad
spectrum of the population.
For example, Integrated Child
Development Services (ICDS)
provide basic health care and
preschool education to
one-fifth of all needy children in the country,
and the Child

Development in Rural Areas has benefited over

Program for Woman and
300,000 — a figure that is expected to double in
the next three years. And the returns of such
programs are beginning to appear: in just over
20 years, the Indian infant mortality rate has
declined by 30 percent, life expectancy has

22 — third world

Two ICDS beneficiaries

Meeting BasicNeeds

grown by 40 percent, and there has been a 25
percent reduction in the birth rate. In five years
(1980-1984), the number of villages lacking
treated water has declined from 230,000 to
40,000.

However, the needs are still great, and the
government plans to continue its efforts. Iis
targets for the year 2000 are:

® 1o cut the current infant mortality rate by
half (to 60 or less per 1,000 live births);

@ to reduce the average number of children
per family to two (at present some 23 million
g babies are born in India every
@ year — more than in all of Latin
2 America and nearly as many as
<in all of Africa);

® 1o reduce by 50 percent
the number of women who di¢
as a result of complications

m

during or after birth;

® to significantly reduce the
percentage of underweight
newborn children from the
current 30 percent (with an
emphasis on prevention rather
than on correction);

®to provide elementary
education for all children and
to eliminate illiteracy (with an
emphasis on the education of
women and on projects that
will keep girls from dropping out of school);

®to provide drinking water and basic
facilities to 50 of the
population in urban areas and 25 percent it

sanitation percent
rural areas.

After a modest beginning over a decade ago,
ICDS offices now employ over 200,000 people
who basic health

implement projects in



are and preschool education for the poorest
fifth of the Indian population. By 1990, ICDS
wsistance is expected to encompass 40 percent
of all of the country’s needy children.
According to current projections, by the turn of
the century all of the rural poor will have
benefited from ICDS activities.

A major feature of each ICDS is its
anganwadi — literally, a courtyard. Such
courtyards are provided at little or no cost and
are utilized as child-care and information
centers. Each anganwadi worker is selected
from the local community and must be at least
I8 years old. After a three-month training
period, they receive 250 rupees (approximately
US$ 20) for a four-and-a-half hour work day,
six days a week. With the help of better-trained
health personnel who make monthly visits for
additional training, the local workers monitor
the growth of local children, teach mothers how
1o prevent the most common childhood ailments
(including dehydration), help parents ensure the
normal development of their children, organize
immunization services, distribute vitamin A,
treat minor wounds, provide food supplements
il necessary and refer children with serious
health problems to health professionals. In
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Construction in rural India: the ICDS centers are part of a 20-point development plan

addition, each anganwadi center provides
preschool education for children under the age
of six.

Because of their wide scope, ICDS centers
have drawn the attention of many Third World
nations. However, a number of problems
remain. Training is far from perfect, and it is
difficult to ensure adequate supervision and to
determine which children or families are most in
need.

Yet they have produced some remarkable
results. Malnutrition, for example, has been
reduced by 60 percent in the areas where the
anganwadi operate. The infant mortality rate
dropped to 90 per 1,000 live births, as
compared with a national average of 114.
Vaccination and school attendance rates have
increased, while the birth rates and school
dropout rates have declined.

The Indian government periodically reviews
the program at the cabinet level as part of a
20-point development plan. And in relative
terms, it is a low-cost program: by the time
assistance is extended to all needy families in
India, the centers will cost the government no
more than one percent of the country’s gross
national product. ®
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Brazﬂ 36 Million
Needy Youngsters

A recent study conducted by UNICEF on children in Brazil, which is summarized

below, points out that nearly half of

the Brazilian population is under 19 years of age

and that 57 percent of them, or 36 million youngsters, live in deprivation.

Over one-half of all
Brazilian

undernourished

children are
sons and
daughters of undernourished
mothers, according o a
UNICEF-

-sponsored study on children

recently- published

in Brazil. Among other

conclusions of the report are that

children often suffer from injuries inflicted

a direct
Those
survive childhood disease and hunger

upon them while still in the womb

result of violence against women. who
grow up
to face unemployment as young adults, and in
the meantime they are subjected to biological,
social, physical, cultural, institutional, racial and
environmental forms of abuse.

health

programs reduced the nation’s

Brazilian public

infant mortality rate the
number of deaths of infants in
the first year of life per 1,000
live births — from 1634 to
68.1 between 1940 and 1984.
In 1982, the rate
65.8.This figure, the lowest in

stood at

Brazilian history, still
compared poorly with the
maximum standard of 50
considered tolerable by the

World Health Organization.
Since 1983, the Brazilian
infant mortality rate has been
on the rise. By 1984 it had
grown by 12 percent — despite
the fact that health
programs and the nationwide

24 - third world

expressed in the

One of 36 million

health-care network were expanded during that
period. The main cause of the increase in infant
mortality appears to be the economic recession
with its resulting downward pressure on salaries
and wages and the accompanying hypennflation
that hit Brazil beginning in 1983, according toa
study by Roberto Augusto Becker, the former
of the
Health Ministry who is currently secretary for

head of the Epidemiology Division

special programs of the Brazilian Food and

Nutrition Institute (INAN).

Becker and Aaron Lechtig, a UNICEF child

health specialist who helped prepare the study,

found a close relationship between the

purchasing power of minimum wages, as

number of hours of work

required to buy a basic food

S basket, and the number of
E underweight babies, as well as
& between the number of
% working hours and infant
'j mortality, Their conclusions

point once again to low

income as a key factor leading
to malnutrition and hence to
infant mortality.

The ratio of underweight
births (of babies weighing less
than 2.5 kilograms as a result
during
pregnancy) increased from 10
1977-82 to 153
percent in 1983-84 and 163
percent in 1985, according 0
the report. The researchers
“while in 1959
minimum-Wwage

of malnutrition

percent in

also found that
it took a



~_

worker a total of 65 hours of work to buy a
wic food basket, this number increased to
130-160 hours in 1977-82 and 195 hours in
1084." Conditions have improved slightly since
fhen. That total decreased to 177 hours in 1985,
shile preliminary data for the first five months
f 1986 show a further decrease to 155
jours.

Walnutrition

Malnutrition is the basic cause of infant
mortality in Brazil, according to Dioclécio
(ampos Jr., a professor of pediatrics at
he University of Brasflia and director of the
fuman Resources Center of
Brasflia’s Health Malnu-
rition causes children to be more susceptible to
fiseases, including the leading direct causes of
afant deaths such as diarrhea, pneumonia and
fiscases that can be controlled by vacination —
measles, whooping cough, tetanus, diptheria,
wberculosis and poliomyelitis.

Campos has introduced a new indicator in
iis studies of infant mortality: the number of

Development
Department.
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Sellings eggs and produce on the streets of Sao Paulo:
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years of potential life that are lost in a given
period through the death of newly-born
children. “Taking 64 years as the average life
expectancy in Brazil,” stated Campos, “we
figure that no less than 4,394,366 years of
potential life were lost in the country during
1980 alone.” Of course, malnutrition does not
affect one-year-old babies only. The Brazilian
Health Ministry estimates that the country’s
child mortality rate — which includes children
between one and four years of age — is 3.9
perl,000'. In 1985, approximatly 320,000
children died in Brazil: of these, 82.4 percent
were under one year of age. The northeastern
region, where 29 percent of the population
lives, accounted for 52 percent of the country’s
infant mortality rate.

Brazil: a ““Belindia”

Nationwide statistical averages tend to mask
sharp local contrasts. Brazil has often been
characterized as a “Belindia” — a country where
the wealth of Belgium coexists with the
poverty of India. Of course, as a Brazilian

?F--

p——

Claudio Edinger/U.N.

child labor is common
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Peru:
Yellowish-Green

Children

“It was about 9 p.m. on a terribly hot
[:]cvcning. Three children leaning
against the wooden wall of the hut. Lying on

Werc

the floor was a paper wrap containing some
yellow powder (cocaine paste), a package of
cigarettes and a box of matches. One of the
kids took out a cigarette, removed part of the
tobacco, refilled it with the powder and lit it.
He inhaled several times and passed it on to
his friends."”

This scene was described by Marcial
Huidobro, a psychologist at the Family
Welfare Institute (Inabif) of Peru, who

worked in Tingo Maria, a small village 528
kilometers east of Lima on the fringe of the
Amazon jungle.

Most of the residents of the \'illisgcm
crowded together in shabby huts. They come
from the sierra and the poorest areas of the
country in search of the wealth promised to
them by local drug dealers. According to an

Inabif report, over half of the village's
population is made up of children under the
12.

and weak, their skin a greenish-yellow. They

age of “The children are extremely pale
dress like beggars and look listless,” adds the
report.

According to the local police, one child dies
every two months as a direct result of drug
abuse, believes the
number of dead to be much higher. “*Most of

However, Huidobro
these kids have no families, and more often
than not their deaths go unreported,” he said.
Huidobro also mentions seeing 10-year-old
girls who wear an exaggerated amount of
make-up in an effort to hide their paleness and
attract men. They prostitute themselves to buy
cocaine and, in some cases, to purchase the
drug for their parents.




hmonst once pointed out, if a rich man eats
roasted chicken under the covetous eyes of a
hungry begger, the fact may be recorded by
statisticians as the consumption of one-half
chicken per capita,

The hungry
Brazilian
experienced

begger in this case is the

northeast, which has consistently
infant

mortality rates. It could be said that, even at the

higher than average
peak of the recession in 1983-84, the Brazilian
south and southeast were “cating chicken,”
since the infant mortality rate declined in both
regions during the period. According to Alys
Furtado, who heads the Non-Communicable
Diseases Division of the Health Department of
Rio de Janeiro, the decrease in infant mortality
in the
reached 21

southeastern state of Rio de Janeiro
1983-84, thanks 1o
government action to control pollution, improve

percent In

sanitation conditions in shantytowns, provide
vaccination for the poor and encourage
breast-feeding.

In 1983, the infant mortality rate increased
in the western and central regions, but declined
again the following year. In the north and
northeast, it grew by 21 percent and 25 percent,
respectively. According to Becker, there were
three reasons — in addition to the recession, loss
of purchasing power and runaway inflation -
for this increase: the drought of
1979-84, one of the worst in history; a drop
in the vaccination rate in 1982-83; and the fact
that in the northeast children live closer to the
so-called “threshold of survival."”

The infant mortality rate declined in the
northeast from 160 in 1972 to 93 ten years later
but increased again to 116 in 1984. Preliminary
data for 1985 and carly 1986 indicate that the
upward trend continues. Eighty percent of all
infant deaths in the northeast occur in small

scvere

villages and rural areas. Forty-five percent of
all families and 73 percent of all children under
the age of six live in conditions of absolute
poverty. Only 44.2 percent of all northeastern
households have running water, and only 16.1
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A victim of malnutrition in the Northeast

percent are equipped with adequate sanitation
facilities. In rural arcas, the figures drop to 7
percent and 2.1 percent, respectively.

On the average, the northeast accounts for
43.5 percent of all infant deaths in Brazil, and it
registers the highest rate nationally for
underweight births. There is a trend toward
dwarfishness in the region, according to a
survey of 30,223 babies born between 1976 and
1985 in the major northeastern city of Recife
conducted by Professor Meraldo Zisman of the
Federal University of Pernambuco. The weight
of infants born to low-income families has
consistently declined throughout the years, and
“if current conditions persist, by 1990
low-income the northeast will
bear children weighing no more than 2.7 kilos,

weight of African pygmy

mothers i

or the
babies.?

average

The massacre of children

It has been that 3,762,000
Brazilian children will die in the next 15 years.
Of these, 3,217,000 (58 percent) will fail to
their Brazilian
President José Sarney agrees with child health

estimated

celebrate first birthdays.
specialists that fighting malnutrition, especially
in the country’s northeast, must be a priority. In
August 1985, he approved a Cz$ 1.093 billion
program called “Children First.” The program
was designed in reaction to a study by the
Brazilian Legion of Social Assistance (LBA)
which found that:

of a total 22.5 million children under the
age of seven, 69 percent suffer from physical

which retard

deficiencies
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their growth and hamper their adaptation to
society;

— at present, the infant mortality rate for the
country stands at 88 per 1,000 live births;

— approximately 53 percent of all Brazilian
children degree affected by
malnutrition, especialy in the northeast where
the number of undernourished children is ten
times higher than in the south.

Maternal malnutrition is closely related to
the high rate of underweight babies, and it also
leads to a high maternal death rate of 70 per
10,000, (In industrialized countries, the figure is
25 per 10,000.) It can be safely said that over

are (0o some

half of all Brazilian women do not eat properly:
many of them do not eat every day. Hunger and
malnutrition are the main factors leading to
poor health in Brazil.

In 1974, the military dictatorship censored
a study carried out by the Brazilian
Geographical and Statistical Institute (IBGE)
which revealed that hunger was pervasive in
most Brazilian households. UNICEEF researcher

A Catholic Experiment

The Children’s Pastoral is a program
instituted by the National Conference of
Brazilian Bishops (CNBB) and is designed to
bring about a 50 percent reduction in the
mortality rate and the incidence of disease
among Brazilian children. The program
demonstrates the concern of the Catholic
Church in the struggle for infant survival and
child development, but it also counts on the
support of UNICEF, the Basic Education
Movement, the Brazilian Ministry of Health
and other government entities.
The Children's Pastoral encourages each
community to actively participate as an agent

SR a0 RO A e ki R N e N

Roger Shrimpton estimated that 60 percent of
all Brazilian families eat less than the minimum
Father
Fernando Bastos de Avila, an adviser to the

recommended daily calorie intake.
Brazilian Bishops Conference, claims that 40
million Brazilians are undernourished and that
30 percent of the country's population live in
absolute poverty.

The Sarney administration reportedly based
its social policy on a study by Professor Hélio
Jaguaribe, entitled “Brazil 2000.” That study
states that one-third of all Brazilian families (35
million people) earn half the minimum wage
(USS$ 18 per month) and can be con-
sidered destitute. One-fourth of them (30
million people) live in extreme poverty. To
relieve their plight, Jaguaribe suggested public
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=X

T

-
Archbishop Paulo Evaristo Arns

of change. In the words of Dr.Zilda Arns
Neumann, the program’s national coordinator,
“it is a revolution on behalf of the poor, so
that they do not have to forever depend on

begging."
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aid programs involving massive investments in
food and sanitation.

The sanitation problem

The poor quality or total absence of basic
sanitation plays a major role in the Brazilian
infant and child mortality rates. Of the 320,000
children under the age of five who died in 1985,
at least 211,000 could have been saved by
relatively simple disease-control measures.
Dehydration caused by diarrhea alone
accounted for 90,000 deaths.

Sanitation programs adopted in Brazil have
considerably reduced the proliferation of insects
and contagious diseases, but they are still far
from satisfactory. It is estimated that 2.5 million
urban households in Brazil lack adequate
sanitary facilities: they are too poor to tap into
existing running water and sewage systems. In
addition, there is a shortage of sewage
treatment facilities. Conditions, of course, are

worse in rural areas,

Educational facilities

Brazilian law recognizes the right of children
between the ages of seven and 14 to attend
school, but education remains a utopia for
millions of Brazilian children. In [982, six
million children failed to register for primary
school due to the lack of educational facilities.
Of those enrolled in primary schools in 1980,
only 13 percent eventually completed the eighth

grade. The number of school dropouts among
children from low-income families remains high
due in part to malnutrition and the lack of

psychological and social incentives.

Preschool education is even more deficient.
In 1982, only 11.5 percent of all children under
six years of age attented a nursery school. By
1986, the rate had dropped further to 10
percent, with | million children enrolled in
preschools and another 1.5 million in
kindergartens. Children attend class only for
half of the day, making it difficult for mothers

Expansion

The program is the outcome of a meeting
held in Geneva in 1982 between UNICEF
Executive Director James Grant and Paulo
Evaristo Arns, the Archbishop of Sao Paulo.
It was launched in December 1983 in
Florestopolis, in the state of Parand, with the
selection and training of 176 community
leaders (20 of whom were later to become
supervisors). Florestépolis, with a population
of 13,000, has a workforce largely made up of
unskilled farmworkers, and 34 percent of all
men and 44 percent of all mothers are
illiterate. The local infant mortality rate is
high, and the migration rate is 32 percent.

Less than one year after the January 1984
implementation of basic health measures, the
results were so promising that the program
was expanded to include six dioceses and

archdioceses: Sao Paulo: Porto Alegre and
Novo Hamburgo in Rio Grande do Sul
Maceié in Alagoas; Tubarao in Santa Catarina;
and Bacabal in Maranhao. At present, the
Children’s Pastoral includes a total of 110

dioceses in 20 states.

Although basicaly aimed at children under
the age of seven, the program includes the
adult population in its educational work. This
work is based on the principle that women are
the primary agents of health and education in
a family or community.

The success of the Children’s Pastoral,
which involved 400 communities as of
December 1985, has had repercussions
abroad. Last November, 15 Latin American
bishops visited Brazil to examine the
experiment which they would like to
transplant to their countries.
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Two of Brazil's seven million abandoned youth

Colombia:
Burn Victims

Aproximately 35,000 Colombian children
Daﬂnuali} treatment for wide-
spread skin burns. Seven thousand youngsters
under the age of 15 die anually due to the
seriousness of their injuries or because they

require

lack access to medical care.

According to doctors at the La Misen-
cordia Hospital in Bogota, 70 percent of the
serious burn cases are related to the use of
cocinol, a cheap petroleum by-product. Gov-
ernment subsidies encourage the use of coci-
nol by low-income families as a household
fuel.

The unusually high number of young burn
victims is due in part to the fact that, in poor
homes, children are often left in charge of the
cooking while their parents work.

Dr. Crstébal Satoque, director of Plastic
Surgery at La Misericordia, said that the
Colombian government™ should be held
responsible burning the population™
because its policies have made cocinol easily
available to low-income people.

He added that the average cost of burn
treatment, days of hospi-
talization and blood plasma transfusions, may
exceed 350,000 Colombian pesos, or roughly
US$ 1,650.

“for

including 40

dinger/U.N.

laudi
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to take full-time jobs outside the home.
According to América Ungaretti, a UNICEF
educational consultant, and Mdrcia Mamede,
vice-president of the Brazilian chapter of the
World Organization for Preschool Education,
the Brazilian government has simply failed so
far to adequately tackle the issue of preschool
education.

Another shocking statistic is that five million
of the nation’s 12 million handicapped
individuals are children. It is estimated that the
figure will grow to 7.2 million in the year 2000
and 8.1 million two decades from now. By the
year 2007, Brazil will need 16 million
professionals to care for handicapped children if
it is going to adhere to the standard of two
persons per child as recommended by
specialized institutions. ‘

Finally, there is the problem of violence
against children, which takes many forms in
Brazil. Those who manage to survive to the age
of five will experience social, physical, cultural
racial both in rural and urban
areas. One form of violence 1is
abandonment. According to IBGE statistics,
there are currently at seven million
abandoned children in Brazil.

and violence

common

least

In 1980 over 400,000 families depended
entirely on labor performed by minors. A larger
number relied at least partially on the income of
small children. At present, eight million children
are a permanent part of the Brazilian labor
market. Many of them are ruthlessly exploited,
are unable to attend school and have to face the
physical risks common to city life. Thousands
end up involved in some kind of delinquency or
crime. They are the so-called orphans of living
parents — victims of the collapse of families as a
result of economic deprivation. o

Artur José Poerner

Health technicians agree that infant mortality rates may
) o 30 percent higher In some areas due 1o the large
1 of unreporied deaths.

*Famine May Produce Pygmies in Northeast,” Jornal do
Brasil, Rio de Janeiro, December 29,1985,




The Children of War

War is the most formidable foe of Third World children, according to one researcher.
Each day, thousands are left dead, maimed, homeless or psychologically scarred by

conflicts around the globe.

“It's as if a Jumbo jet full
of children were to crash
every day,” said UNICEF's
Executive Director James
Grant of the death toll
| averaging 360 children a day
in Angola and Mozambique
| as a result of the wars in

those countries. Unfortunately, this is but one
ample of how children fall victim to the
ravages of war around the globe.

Last year 140,000 children were killed in
these two Front Line member countries, which
South

ae constantly exposed to Afri-
tan-sponsored at-
lacks. According to
UNICEF projections,
the numbers
climb this year.

UNICEF sur-
veyed the effects of
war on children in
the nine Front Line
(Angola,
Lesotho,

could

Prensa Latina

tountries
Botswana,
Malawi, Mozambi-
que, Swaziland,
Tanzania, Zambia
and Zimbabwe) but
focused on Mozam-
bique and Angola
where the effects are
most alarming.
Moved by the

call international attention to the plight of

southern African children, victims of the
apartheid regime.

The UNICEF report describes the
consequences of South African-sponsored

armed attacks on the revenues and public
budgets of Angola and Mozambique and on
their health and social services. “In the case of
Mozambique,” the document points out, “over
700 public health centers have been destroyed
since 1981, depriving at least two million people
of basic medical attention. As a result of the
destruction of health care facilities, the murder
of health workers and the
suspension of
vaccination programs
in several areas, the
child mortality rate
has increased dra-
matically, especially
among five-year-old
children.”

The report
stressed the need for
increased aid to these
countries in terms of

or abduction

medical supplies,
water and foodstuffs,
and for rebuilding
schools and health
centers — although it
recognized the
vulnerability of
supply trucks that

stounding results of attempt to  carry
the study, UNICEF materials into war
officials decided to Zones.

launch a campaign to  Angola: the war is dramatically affecting children Of course there
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Africa as well. Louis Le Grange, the former

South African minister of public Secunty,

mitted a few days prior to his dismassal that
200 children below 16 years of age were

1 701 1wiedd he ol *
murdered and 703 others wounded by the police

that between 3,000 and

10,000 youths between the ages of

nine and |

were arrested without charges lollowing

ency.

1 current state ol ¢n

> gdestruchion and

> gencrabion,  noted

Mozambique:
Vaccination
by 1990

|
i{—“. its nmearly 12 years of nationhood,
:u—-l Mozambigque has been burdened by

| droughts and other natural disasters, an
economic recession and an armed rebellion

financed Irom abroad. In spite of the

obstacles, its national imunization program has

proceeded unabated.

Mozambigue's ic health care policy was

adopled

shortly after independence in 1975,

and the fhirst natonwide mmunization

campaign was laung 1976. A few years
| later, the campaign was slowed by drougth

and war. When the ramns returned, many

health centers had been destroyed by the rebel
attacks and health personnel was scarce. As a

result, the rate of persons covered by the

vaccination program dropped (o 5 percentl.

| Determined to reverse the trend, late
President Samora Machel announced in
Movember 1985 a program aimed at

vaccinating within one year over Y percent ol

all children under one year of age residing in

the capital city of Maputo. The Maputo

’rogram was designed to combat six mejor

Max Coleman, an activist in the movement in
defense of human rights in South Africa.
South Alrncan doctors have found that an

growing mber ol black children bear the

symptoms of post-traumatic stress, the same

psychological condition detected among North

ans who fought in the Vietnam War,

White children also show signs of emotional

stress. This stems in part from the fact that

wols train their stude

ts to cope with what

they call srrorist” attacks: at the ringing of a

bell, children dash for cover in trenches they

preventable diseases and to serve as a model
tor similar programs in the countryside.
Despite the difficult conditions they had
faced in the previous three years, Maputo
health workers had been interviewing
residents in an effort to identify children and
pregnant women who had not received all of
their vaccinations as well as underweight
babies. Such individuals were immediately
referred to the nearest health center. This
experience helped them to wundertake a
systematic survey of the entire city in early
1986. Six months later they were on the way
to immumzing 90 percent of the 34,000 infants
in the capital. By August, 62 of Maputo's 98
neighborhoods had been thoroughly screened,
However, more extensive elforts were
necessary to reach families living in isolated
areas, many of the city's poor, the illiterate
and refugees arriving from the war zones. The
answer was to start a full-fledged information
program. Elementary schools explained (o
students the benefits of vaccination programs
and other health measures. Door-to-door
campaigns were undertaken in all

neighborhoods; volunteers — including party

members, primary school teachers, women,
youths and members of the Mozambican Red
Cross worked alongside health officials o
urge parents to take their children to @
vaccination post. Several means of publicity
R R
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Ipreviously dug themselves. According to a  been covered extensively by the international

dhologist, many of these children display media. Yet such coverage consistently fails to
ptoms of serious emotional disturbances, include one of the most revolting aspects of the
h as constant crying, vomiting and war - its effect on the lives of children.
daiches. “What can we say when a child is  Although the caos that envelops the country
¢t to use hand grenades or to dance over makes it difficult to keep an exact count, it is
estimated that between 20,000 and 40,000

children have died as a result of the fighting

body of a victim of communal injustice?
gre is little you can do when violence is said
it the only way out,” said Graham Hayes, a  that began aboul ten years ago. “*No discase has
tology professor at the University of ever taken such a heavy toll in only one
al, decade,” remarked a doctor who works in the

lhe prevailing state of war in Lebanon has  Palestinian refugee camps. In 1982, during the

were  employed
pamphlets,

posters,

AlM

radio, television
and announcements at public
meetings, Even sports events
were used to publicize the
immunization campaign.

The first rural area to
undertake a similar program
was the southern province of
Inhambane - one of the arcas

most affected by drougkt and
war. The program was
kicked-off in 1985 with the
help of UNICEF and the Save
the Children Health
professionals  traincd  party
members and volunteers from

Fund.

A youngster scarred by the war in Mozambique

the National Women's Asscciation and the  had beer adopted in nine districts of the
Red Cross to assist mobile units in the job of
encouraging parents (o take their children to a
health center.

The location and working hours of the
could not be publicly

province of Inhinmbane. and 68 percent of all
chkildren under one year of age had been
vaccinated. Ir early 1986, the program: was
extended to cover all of the 12 districts of
Inhambane. By July, the campaign had been

E— i e —mam | T R e R WP L

vaccination posts
announced for fear of rebel attacks, so a
“silent”  communications
implemented to publicize the vaccination against dehydration.
campaign through community organizations, The

expanded to monitor infant growth and to

system  Was  geach mothers how to protect their children

S

lessons learned n  Maputo and

e

party offices, primary schools and other
entities, Volunteers and mobilization teams
called on residents to inform them about when
the vaccines would be available.

By December 1985, this “silent” strategy

—
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Inhambane will help to guide the country’s
efforts to improve hezltt care. Mozamtican
officials expect that 50 percent of all children
in tural areas and 90 percent in mejor cities
will have been vaccinated by 1990.
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Israeli invasion, 20 percent of all wounded
civiians admitted into Beirut hospitals were
under the age of 15. Ten percent of them died
as a result of their wounds (in addition to those
who were dead on arrival).

“The crucial fact 1s that war is not included
as a cause of child mortality in pational or
international public health manuals, and thus we
have no means of compiling and publishing
statistics on the subject,” says Lebanese Dr.
Amal Shamma, head of the Pediatrics Depart-
ment of the Berbir Medical Center in Beirut.
Chamma's

According to Dr. personal

accounting, 82 percent of all children admtted

Homemade hand grenades: children helped everthrow Somoza

to the hospital had sustained serious injuries and
14 percent of them ultimately wound up perma-
nently disabled. “When they are not killed by
bombs,” said the doctor, “children living in
conflict areas lose their parents and their homes.
They tend to suffer from malnutrition, a
thwarted education, the absence of medical care
and stunted growth™.

In a study of the consequences for children
of increasing militarization worldwide, Dr. J.LK.
Harfouche pointed out that even in indus-
trialized countries, military expenditures far
exceed the amounts allocated by the govern-
ment for sanitation research, energy develop-
ment and housing assistance. The ratio is worse

34 — third world

in Third World nations, where arms purchases
exceed the combined figure for spending in
basic sanitation, educational and agricultural
programs, The amount of money earmarked by
industrialized countries for aid to Third World
countries is one-twentieth of what they spend
in weaponry.

In Dr. Harfouche’s opinion, war is the most
formidable foe of Third World children. The
allocation of huge resources to the military
represents a major obstacle to progress and to
the extension of health services to children and
their families.

Central America: orphans
and abandoned children

Sirman

ke

Counterinsurgency opera-
tions in Guatemala and El
Salvador, as well as sabotage
conducted by the Nicaraguan
had dire
consequences for the younger

contras, have
population of those countries.
As the Guatemalan Supreme
a document
year, “‘the
counterinsurgency Campaigns
carried out by the army have
left at least 100,000 orphans
between the ages of two-months and 12 years

Court stated in

released last

in the conflict areas (the departments of San
Solola, El Petén, El Quiché and
Verapaces).”

The court added that the country will
experience “a worsening of the plight of
orphans, in spite of social assistance programs

Marcos,

being developed by national and international
humanitarian organizations.” The number of
orphanages has also increased in Nicaragua.
Built by the government in various regions of
the country, the orphanages house over 7,000
children who were left alone in the world after
their relatives died in the war.

“Why is this happening to us?” wailed a




2 formation for the Palestinian liberation struggle

fsslala peasant interviewed by Argentinian
wmalist Stella Calloni, who now resides in
\icaragua. “The contras claim they are killing
sin the name of God. | believe God will
snish them some day.”

“This peasant and her family,” said Calloni,
were able to gather together no less than ten
fldren whose parenis had died in the village
al walked with them for hours to escape the
ntra’s terror.”

Workers at the Nicaraguan Institute for So-
al Security and Welfare pointed out that the
antras kill children not only in villages but also
schools. “They use U.S.-made missiles, hand
znades and mortars. | don't think U.S. tax-
iyers would be pleased if they knew how their
uney is being spent,” they said. “If they knew
% truth, they would try to stop this dirty war.”
In Peru, the plight of many children is
entical. Many youngsters have lost their
wents, their uncles and aunts, their brothers
i sisters and grandparents. “They survived
wause, when the massacre began, they fled to
¢ mountains or happened to be tending to
¢r herds near the mountains,” said Sister
taida Gongora, who is charge of one of the
t shelters coordinated by the Peace and Hope
mmission of Humanga Presbyterian
wurches in the state of Ayacucho. In Peru, the
Phans are the victims of the conflict between
¢ Sendero Luminoso movement and the
fuvian armed forces.

It is unofficially estimated that some 2,000
Yren have Jost all their relatives since
idero Luminoso took to the mountains in
80. An article by Peruvian journalist Matilde
faia O'Connel reveals that “the suffering of

81~ April - N2 07
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these children of war, as they are called, has
reached unheard-of dimensions since 1983,
when the Peruvian armed forces gained political
and military control of the so-called emergency

zone, including three departaments in the sierra
and 33 provinces in central and southern Peru.
As a result of counterinsurgency operations and
direct confrontations with the guerrillas, dozens
of campsites have been completely destroyed.
Their entire populations have been Kkilled,
including an unknown number of children who
were slaughtered along with their parents and
families.”

I'he Peruvian Commission of Relatives of
Detainees and Missing Persons estimates that at
least 3,00X) children, of a total of 10,000 people,
have disappeared in the Peruvian emergency
zone in the past five years.

Last year, after Peruviaa army patrols had
destroyed a village, raping womer “nd using
phosphorus bombs to burn the woun. * and
SUTVIVOTS including 27 elementary sclasil
children — army officer Telmo Hurtado justified
these acts, calling them counterinsurgency
operations. “If we don’t kill them,” he said,
“these children will grow to become Senderistas
who will try to Kill all of us.™

The tragedy of the Peruvian sierra dilfers
little from the plight of Argentinians under the
former military dictatorship. Like their
Uruguayan
grandmothers continue to struggle to force the

counterparts, mothers and
government and the armed forces to release
their “disappeared” children or at least to
return their dead bodies to them for a decent
burial. L
Micaela Ramada
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To solve your transportation problems
in the city and on the road

e FIVE INDUSTRIAL FACILITIES:
e An industrial vehicle plant = —
e Two industrial body plants : ===
e (ne steel foundry

e An accessory manufacturing plant O - — ;(E)E

AN EFFICIENT DISTRIBUTION NETWORK CAPABLE OF HANDLING
ALL KINDS OF ORDERS

® 17 branches
@ 361 distributors

7 o nf enalo
® // points of sale

e WITH A WORK FORCE OF 17,000 PEOPLI

AND TOTAL ANNUAL SALES OF MORE THAN
5.5 MILLION ALGERIAN DINARS —r
WE CERTAINLY CAN DELIVER LA
WHAT YOU NEED 1’ [l—{ |

marketing and servicing of industrial vehicles

Don’t hesitate to write to us

AtV oL o)

snvi  National Industrial Vehicles Company

S.N.V.I. — Route National nrc 5 —= ROUIBA, ALGERIA
Tel.: 80.60.65/74 * 80.66.50/53 Telex: 68 134/68 137 SNVIR
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—E[rica/Ghana

J.J.’s Five Years

resident J. J. Rawlings has retained his popularity
fespite the hardships created by his economic austerity

yogram.

J. Rawlings headed a
J group of young military
ificers who overthrew the
tected

Hilla Limann on December 31,

government of Dr.

081. Soon thereafter, he

i somised to reinstate Ghana's

wst-independence  nationalist
pogram and to put in order
ging revolutionary measures

he chaos that had come 1o
charactenze the Ghanan econ-
my

Five years later, Rawlings

gmains in power and s

i popular prestige remains l1l_:!h.

s not

fut the revolution he promised
been realized. For
olitical or economic reasons,
ome of his most ambitious
mdertakings were abandoned.
lncome redistribution has

faled to materialize; family
griculture, once a govermmenl!
priority, has barely managed to
awrvive; and labor unions are
womplaining that salaries and

len far below

wages have [:
ny acceptable standard.

I'o be sure, the Rawlings
Bdministration has produced

lome positive  results, I'he
dconomy has rebounded: trade
and financial activilies arc
hack to normal, exports have

micked up, and the country has

reestablished its credit position

=187

April= N2 07

with international financial
institutions, In foreign affairs,
Rawlings has been able to

preserve his original non-a-
ligned stance. All in all,
he is regarded as a progressive
leader, both domestically and
abroad.

However, a split has arnsen
~ both civilians
who

among those
and military officers -
supported the 1981 coup. One
faction believes that Rawlings

continues to adhere to his

revolutionary

prin-
ciples; the other accuses him of
betraying those ideals in favor
of a populist regime that in
reality caters to the interests of

original

domestic and international
economic elites,

Rawlings became the coun-
try's undisputed leader by
appropriating the legacy of
Kwame N'Krumah's, the inde-
pendence leader who served as
Ghana's first president from
1957 to 1966. Since then,
Rawlings has been forced to
cope with a series of problems
that stem from the basic
structure of post-colonial
Ghanan society, The economy
remains ted to agricultural
production, which is plagued
by inequality. Two-thirds of
the population supports itself

J.J. Rawlings: his promised revolution has not come (0 pass
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on small plots of land, while
export agriculture is largely in
the
enterprises such as the Brnitish

hands of foreign
Tate and Lyle, that enjoy the

support of wealthy local
farmers.
Under the pre-1957
colonial administration, wealth
generated by gold, cocoa and

vegetable oil exports led to the

creation of a strong urban
sector, concentrated mainly
around Accra. A small but

reasonably strong bourgeoisie,
largely engaged in the services
sector, emerged there as well.
Shortly

industrial

after independence,
projects

as part of N'Krumah's nation-

introduced

rise 0o a
that lacked

alist agenda gave
working

numerical or

class
economical
but ac-

strength eventualy

quired considerable

clout.

political
Today, Rawlings is
faced with problems resulting
from conflicts between these
two classes.

From N'Krumah to
Rawlings

The economic structure in-
herited from colonial times has
left the country in a dependent
position. Following independ-
ence, the urban elites vied for
power, and the
small-scale agricultural sector
left to the alternate
manipulations of the two main
the

political
was
tendencies -

i‘[_l[“jt::]

nationalists and a group
associated with foreign capital.
N’Krumah, one of the foun-
ders of Pan-Africanism, was
the champion of the Ghanan
But his

nationalists, govern-
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ment was undermined by the
political opposition in tandem
with the

conservative mil-

itary, and he was removed
from office in 1966.

T'he change in government
kicked off a series of liberal
avilian and military regimes
which lasted until the 1980s,
when the group associated
with foreign interests began to
sulfer a loss of prestige based
mnability to halt the
deterioration of the economy.
Lacking a strong party and
leaders to articulate its
position, the nationalist sector
was forced to wait until a June
1979 rebellion — also led by
Rawlings — everthrew the

on 1ts

regime headed by General
William Frederick Akuffo.
Rawlings did not, however,
take that opportunity to
declare himself president.
Instead he called elections that
put the liberal Hilla Limann in
office with the promise of
reviving the country, reor-
ganizing the economy and
putting an end to corruption.
However, the program was
not implemented,
because the
civiian and military sectors

mostly
nationalistic

that supported the government
were hindered by
business
direct

uncoop-
who
access to the
Eventually the
impasse resulted in Rawlings’

erative elites
had

president.

so-called
“fourth That
marked a definitive end to
what was known as the “Third
Republic.” (N'’Krumah’s rule
was labeled the First Republic;
the second lasted from 1966 to
1969, while the third survived

second coup, the

revolution,”

about a year under Limann,

Rawlings' followers were a
mixed group including socialist
intellectuals, Marxists mili-
tants, military officers
impatient with corruption and
nationalist labor union and
student He also
counted on the support of part
of a bourgeoisie which was fed
up with administrative and
financial chaos, and some
vague sympathies were ex-
pressed by peasant
leaders. None of these groups
had been able to organize a
political party capable of
filling the power vacuum left
by the failure of the traditional
elites.

leaders.

some

From the very beginning,
fierce ideological disputes
characterized the vast coalition
that supported the government
and its post-coup
decision-making body, the
National Defence Council
(PNDC).

main

The revolution and the IMF

In his first public address,
broadcast over a national radio
network immediately after
ousting Limann, Jed.
Rawlings emphatically an-
nounced, “What I am calling
for is nothing short of a
revolution, something that will
radically change our country’s

economic and social struc-
ture.” Soon, his nationalistic
measures roused the ire of

foreign conservative govern-

ments who branded him
radical and pro-Libyan.
Certain conservative neigh-

boring governments like Togo
and the Ivory Coast reacted
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with hostility,
I'he international oppo-
sition 1o

Rawlings sprang

largely in  reaction to his
criticism of economic impe-
nalism and his decision to
create defense committees on
behalf of

general population. Economic

workers and the

elites, both foreign and
domestic, were concerned
by the creation of

Interim Management Commit-
tees which took from them the
control over key sectors of the
economy. All of this led some
in international fi-
nancial circles and the U.S.
State Department to call
Rawlings Africa’s new enfant

observers

terrible.

Times change, however.
World
Bank called Rawlings' Econ-

Five years later, the

Program

most

omic
(ERP)

IMpressive

Recovery
“one of the

attempts at
reform in all of
Uu.s.
Agency for International De-

tconomic
Africa.” Also, the
velopment increased by 36.3
percent the amount of
projects it had earmarked for
Ghana in 1986. Thus, instead
of the original limit of US$
110 million, Ghana
received USS 150 million in
U.S. aid last year.

The World Bank
doubled the amount of loans
1985,

decision was

actually

itself

granted to Ghana in
although the
largely symbolic given that the
figure remained at a mere US$
73 million. Moreover, since the
implementation of the ERP,
international  financial  au-
thorities, acting in accord
with the International Mone-

1987 — April = N2 07

Capital - Accra

Area— 238,537 sq.km.
Population — 12.2 million
(1984)

Urban population - 36%
Population growth rate —
3.2% (1984 est.)
Economy — Currency:
cedi, tied to the US dollar
with limited flexibility
GNP: USS 6 billion (1983)
Income per capita:

US$ 466 (1983)

Economic growth rate:
10% (1982)

Export products: cocoa,
aluminum, oil derivates,
wood, nonferrous metals
Imports: US% 705 million
(1982)

Exports: US% 900 million

(1982)

Health — Life expectancy:
52.9 yrs (men)

56.1 yrs (women)
Education —illiteracy rate:
69.8%

Spending: 17% of national
budget

(IMF),
already granted the country

tary Fund have
over a half a billion dollars in

long-term loans. [his
surprising generosity on the
part of the IMF and the World
Bank has produced a radical
change of attitude at major
financial centers:
been trans-
formed from Africa's enfant

Western
Rawlings has

terrible into an “IMF model.”

The ERP and its
CI)I’l.‘i(‘l’qu{‘l’lC(’S

Domestically the ERP,
which went into effect in April
1983, met with more con-
troversy. In fact, it has become
the central issue in a political
and ideological dispute which
has raged in Ghana since [981.

When he
Rawlings assured Ghanans
that his policies would be
guided by national interests

rose to power,

and oriented towards meeting
the basic needs of the poorer
population. Yet, what guides
the ERP

so-called laws of the market.

today are the

Ghana's currency, the cedi, has

devalued by 5,400
percent from 2.75 to the dollar
in 1983 to 150 in December
1986. Subsidies on staple food

been

products have been eliminated,

further escalating the cost

of living. Prices have
climbed by an
3,000

while

average of
1982,

salaries have increased

percent  since
by a comparatively low 900
Late last
worker had to pay
four-and-a-half

percent. year, a
Ghanan
times the
current minimum wage of 90
cedis for a one-and-a-half kilo
chicken.

The ERP’s drastic austerity
measures did succeed in
inflation from 50
percent to 30 percent a year,

third world - 39
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and agricultural prices have

become normalized. Until
1983, most of the cocoa,
vegetable oil and foodstuff

production was smuggled
abroad against
hard currency. At present, the
new domestic prices resulting
from the devaluation of the

cedi have led

payment in

farmers 0 do
business once again through
official
This, however, has proved to

marketing channels.
be more profitable to large
producers than to small

farmers.
Catering to the wealthy

The ERP has also induced
improvements in other
macroeconomic indicators
the Gross Domestic
(GDP), which in-

creased by an average of 3.3

such as
Product

percent a year between 1982
1985,
high increase of 7.6 percent in
1983-84. Thanks to cuts in
public spending, the public
deficit has dropped from 15
percent to 3.3 percent. Nor-
malization of trade has led to
the volume of

and with an all-time

an increase in
exports. Cocoa exports, for
instance, grew by 40,000 tons
in the past two years, after
bottoming out at 160,000 tons
in 1984. Export
however, has failed to increase

income,

correspondingly because of the
drop in the price of cocoa in
the world market.

Some African economists
argue that the IMF
prescription adopted by
Rawlings in Ghana has

number of
imbalances in the

40 - third world

corrected a
country’s

economy including the

unrealistic exchange rate
which had prevailed until
1983. They also applaud the
elimination of the black market
for nearly all

products and the restoration of

consumer

normal marketing channels for

agnicultural production, The
program has also helped to
finally bring government fi-

nances under control.
Paying a political price

However a debate lingers

over the political price that

Rawlings paid for these
results. A much different
policy announced by the

PDNC in

have imposed a state monopoly

1982, which would

on iurvi‘afn trade, was
abandoned. Encouraged by the
IMF, the government began to
and other

offer fiscal

incentives to exporters of
cocoa, wood and gold. It also
authorized exporters to retain
part of their profits abroad in
order to finance the import of
which

essential goods,

otherwise would become
impossibly expensive in view
of the high rates charged by
the Central Bank.

The
been high. Price increases have

social price has also

caused a drop in consumption,

and poverty has grown.
Although dependable statistics
are hard to obtain, Ghana's

Trade Union Congress
estimates that the purchasing
power of an average worker is
now four times lower than in
1981. drop in

sumption has led to a major

The con-

reduction in the production of

manufactured goods, which
now accounts for only one
the GDP vs, 14
percent in 1970,

percent of

External dependence i
compounded by the nation’s
spiraling foreign debt, which
the World Bank
estimates at US$ 1.2 billion,
The Bank's projections
indicate that, even if the IMF

were to

currently

commit growing

amounts of credit over the
next two years (thus increasing
the total foreign debt to US$
1.7 billion), the government's
external payments deficit will
run as high as US$ 142 million
by 1988, It is now estimated
that payments on the foreign
debt will take up approxi-
mately 60 percent of all export

revenues.

Domestic and foreign
pressures

J.J. Rawlings will be hard
put to balance the demands of
workers, peasants and public
the economic

dictated by

servants with
austerity

international financial organi-
zations as a precondition for
There have been
that the
attempt (o

new loans,
indications
government will
exert growing control over the
taking
mass

ideological discussion
within
organizations created immedi-
1981 coup.

would be

;"|IlL'L’ the
ately after the
Such a
consistent

move
with the decision
two years ago to abolish the
Workers
(WDCs) and replace them with
the Defense

Committees What

Defense Committees

Revolutionary
(RDCs).




ceurred was more than a

ume
sdependent WDCs have been

change: the once

nnsformed into essentially
dvisory groups under the
frect control of the central

pvernment, which has handed
pem productive rather than
wlitical tasks.

Rawlings has somehow
scaped with his image intact,
wmt a greater distance now
gparates the government from
{rasSroot organizations — es-
cially those that contributed

most to the radical trans-
formation of Ghana's econ-
my. However, even leftist

gritics stop short of claiming
hat the revolution has been
etrayed. They avoid directly
blaming the PNDC leader,
attribute the
wrrent political and economic
sroblems to the absence of a
strong, single
political party that would be

preferring  to

organized

capable of channeling the
domestic ideological strife in
o organized fashion. In their
opinion, historical circum-
sances have so far prevented
nationalist groups from accu-
mulating sufficient strength to
resist  the
economic sector associated

pressure of the
with foreign interests.
The elections

What seems certain in the
opinion of such observers as
Ghanan political analyst Yao
that the country
stands at the ebb of an intense
tlass struggle sparked by the
1981 coup, which increased in
during the 1983
economic

Graham is

intensity
discussion of the
1987 — April = N2 07

1N

recovery program. The RDC
project, responsible for a
major popular mobilization at
the beginning of the Rawlings
administration, is
object of
discussion,
would the committees
remain relatively independent
from the
others

now the
domestic
groups

heated
Some
have

while
such

government,
that
would prompt
anarchic experiments, capable
shocks
conflicts that could weaken the
PNDC.

The dispute is heating up as

argue
autonomy

of producing and

are lobbying heavily for the
restoration of the old parties,
while militants associated with
labor unions, universities and
the armed forces tend to favor
using RDCs as the basis of a
new party — that of the
1981/82 revolution. Rawlings
has been vague and chosen his
carefully when ad-
dressing the subject.

words

The electoral process has
not yet been opened to popular
discussion, but this should
happen soon, since it v/ill help
determine the
political

goven ment’s
Shoula the

stance.

Accra’s'eentral market: the ERP caused a drop in consumption

the government prepares (o
hold district and municipal
elections. Rawlings announced
his electoral plan in a speech
December 31, 1986. If
adopted, the elections will take
place at a district level with the
candidates being chosen by the
respective  districts  or
municipalities. The govern-
ment has pledged to announce
the final plans before June, but
a key question that remains
unanswered has to do with the
political parties. Business elites

business elites win

amnesty will be granted to the

out,

old parties, and the business
sector will have an excellent
chance of taking control of the
government. But if those who
favor the RDC-based party
gain strength, the pressure of
militant groups and the
intensification of the popular
debate will tend to make J.J.
Rawlings lean closer to the
nationalist side. L

Carlos Castilho
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Trinidad-Tobago

A Rude Awakening

A sense of betrayal caused voters to take to the
streets in protest against a government that months
earlier they had swept into office by a landslide.

t has been less than a year
I since the Alliance for
Reconstruction, a conservative
four-party coalition, defeated
the People’s National Move-
ment (PNM), which had held
power for 30
island

years in the
nation of Trini-
dad-Tobago. However, there
are already signs of a serious
rift between labor unions and
the government — a split which
is all the more serious because

workers and other low-income

>
-
~

-

people instumental In

the

were
ensuring Alliance’s
electoral victory.

Discontended masses have
taken to the streets, and labor
unions accuse the new
government of having failed to
Keep ils campaign promises.
Ray Robinson, the newly
elected prime minister, did in
fact build his platform around
I'he

cCconomic reforms.

economy of this tiny

oil-producing country, which

has existed as an independent
nation for only 24 years, has
suffered serious setbacks due
to declining petroleum prices,
Voters had

reforms to

expected the
improve the
country’s standard of living
and help it recover from the
worst recession in the brief
history of the former British
colony. Robinson also prom-
end

ised to corruption and

stimulate
agricultural production, revi-
talize industry

racial segregation,

and
employment levels.

increase
However, the first
economic program offered by
Robinson disappointed most

voters and alienated union
leaders. Among his first moves
were to eliminate subsidies for
freeze salaries

and cut the incomes of cabinel

staple goods,

Reuters

An election rally for the Alliance for Reconstruction: the euphoria was short-lived
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members and other
ment officials by five percent.

Predictably, the first
were heard from
public employees. The Public
Workers
Robinson of
campaign

govern-

protests

Association accused
forgetting his
promises and a-
dopting a recessive economic
program that is deeply unfair
and of

0 wage earners,

ignoring his commitment to
consult with the people prior
to implementing new economic
measures. Opposition  leader
Patrick Manning of the PMN
charged that the reforms are
“illegal, unconstitutional and
disastrous.”

The figures of the crisis

During the previous
administration of for-
Minister
economy of

mer Prime
Chambers, the
Trinidad-Tobago

George

registered
an annual deficit of
US$ 300

escalated,

nearly million.

Inflation causing
unemployment to rise. In an
attempt to check the country's
economic deterioration, the
current minister has

devalued the local dollar and

prime

taken out new foreign loans.
This policy has proved
catastrophic. The public debt
climbed to US$ 78.9 million in
the last quarter of 1986 alone,
when the government spent
US$ 2.2 billion but brought in
only US$ 1.9 billion. Monetary
reserves dropped by US§ 539
million, and Robinson reacted
by devaluating the Trimdad
dollar (quoted at 3.55 to US$
1.00 last January) — a move
that the prime minister had
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@ Port of Spain

sulf of Paria -

TRINIDAD

Caribbean Sea

Atlanne Ucean —

Capital - Port of Spain

Area- 5,130 sq.km.

Population — 1,150,000 (1983)
Urban population — 22% (1982)
Ethnical distribution — Blacks
and descendants of Indian
workers brought in during the
nineteenth century make up the
bulk of the population. There is
also a small minority (5%) of
Europeans and Chinese
Populational growth rate -
1.6% per year (1984)
Languages — English (ofTicial),
plus Hindi, Urdu, French and
Spanish

Economy —~ Currency: Trinidad
dollar, tied to the US dollar.
April 1985: 2,40 = US$ 1.00

GNP: US$ 7.3 billion (1982)
Income per capita: US$ 6,840
(1982)

Economic growth rate: 2.7%
per year (1983)
Export products: Petroleum

derivates (46%); crude (43%);
chemical products (2%)

Imports: US$ 2,582 million
(1983)
Exports: US$ 2,353 million
(1983)

Health - Infant mortality rate:
2.6%

Life expectancy: 70.2 yrs (men)
73.7 yrs (women)

Education - Illiteracy rate:

7.8% (1970)

repeatedly promised not to
make.

The economic crisis was a
determining factor in the
coalition’s victory at the polls.
The Alliance carried the votes
of 70 percent of a population

currently estimated at 1.5
million (40 percent blacks, 40
percent of Indian descent and
26 percent mestizos) and
largely concentrated in the
cities of Port of Spain and San
Fernando. The  coalition’s
ostensibly  social-democratic
platform was designed to win
the support of the middle class,

which has been hit hard by the

recent crisis. It was the middle
class that benefited most by
the oil ecuphoria of the 1970s,

when rising prices for crude

helped Trinidad attain an
average per capita income of
USS 6,850 — one of the highest
in Latin America.
The new
apparently promised more than
deliver. Unpopular

measures were taken as soon

government
it could

as it rose to power. The
protests of labor unions and
public workers immediately
put the Alliance to the test.
The conservative Alliance,

lacks
third world - 43
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consistency, began to show the

first signs of attrition and

m-fighting. One symptom is
that

blame

cach party is trying to

the others when faced

with popular opposition
Racism and unemployment
Old ethnic and racial issues

further

relationship between the four

the

~ompl ted
comphcaled

United

F),

coaliton partics — the

Labor Front (Ul the

Democratic Action Congress,

decisions, but now ULFE
leader Basdeo Panday no
longer seems overentl

o b 11 the -y VOV ment
about e new govemment.

Not only 1s he upset aboul his

party's role in the
adminmistration, but he 15 also
opposed to the new prime
minister's policy on
unemployment

According to official
statistics for late 1986,
unemployment affected 76,000

- [ 1 "y
people a Ngure

percent of a total work lorce

the Tapia House Movement estimated atl approximately
and the Organization for 400,000,
National Recon
Ethnic Indians in the ULI
have charged that racial unemp
discrimination arrectu years ol aj
government appointments. The I'he scarcity of has
party had supported Robinson forced many youngsters into
in the hope of increasing its the business of drug dealing.
participation in policy I ves pohce announced
e 1l ]
SOUTH SCAR
{ e A |

A bulletin

of Southem African affairs

| ® Mutiny among Venda
troops - EXCLUSIVE

® Real reason for
Botha's visit to
Madeira - EXCLUSIVE
In the
diplomatls, [

going on

T

rew | > 8X

ans and bu

p
“down south”,

SOUTHSCAN has consistently broken new stories:

e New Namibian
uranium import
routes - EXCLUSIVE

@ Inside the guerrilla
army - EXCLUSIVE
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® Underground
reorganisation in South
Africa - EXCLUSIVE

® Troops disarmed and
killed - EXCLUSIVE

that the number of drup

addicts had nearly doubled o

IS000 iIn a

twelve-month
period, Increased domestic
poverty poor  ¢conomic

and
I
make

prosperous

prospects h'.'--"-'
have
the
link

drug

yvouth

unemployn contnb-

uted to country a

n

international network

Colombian and

cocammc

marjuana, for instance, pass

through Venezuela ¢n route to

I'rinid: where  they are
dispatch to other Caribbean
countries and the United
States. The complicity of the
local police and government
officials has turned Trinidad

into a drug dealer's paradise,

Early this year in Port of Spain
it was that

reported

two

former cabinet members, 52

police ol ficers and two judges

were mvolved in the drug traffic

Subscription Rates
US and Canada

Organizations US$ 100

Individuals USS 30

K irope
Organizations £ B¢
Individuals £ 10
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The new coalition

government had hoped to
curtail  unemployment by
increasing agricultural
pmduc[iun. but this plan

suffered a major setback when
the U.S. decided to reduce its
purchases of Trinidad-Tobago
sugar by 41 percent.

Another area of concern is
health, which is suffering from
deteriorating sanitary condi-
years, the high
populational density of the
(224 inhabitants per

kilometer)  has
contributed to poor sanitation.
There improvement
during the oil boom, but the
current crisis has brought with

tions. For

islands
square

was an

it a drop in living standards

and a parallel surge in
epidemic  diseases.  For
example, the incidence of

AIDS in Trinidad-Tobago is
the highest in the Caribbean.
The new government has
faced difficulties in its
alleged

also
investigation of
corruption under the previous
administration. In late January,
commission = was
created to investigate all
transactions made by the PNM
government over its 30-years’

a special

reign. The commission should

enjoy full investigative
freedom - based on the
coalition’'s overwhelming

parliamentary majority (33
three for the
opposition), However, political

seats 1o

observers do not expect the
investigation to be a thorough
one since many members of
the current

Robinson

government,
including himself,
cabinets

Prime

members of
former

were
appointed by
1987 - April = N2 07

Reuters

Minister Chambers.

In the area of foreign
relations, the new government
is emphasizing the reesta-
blishment of closer links with
other Caribbean countries —
indicating a shift from the
protectionist stance of the
PNM. Chambers had banned
imports from other Caribbean
and Latin American countries
following the last increase in
oil prices, and the move
prompted criticism from other
governments in the area,
including that of Barbados. In
contrast, Robinson plans to
join the Caribbean Community
(CARICOM). He bhas also
made clear his intention to

strengthen ties with the U.S,,
which the new prime minister
has called “our traditional
trading partner.” The United
Kingdom, the former colonial
master, has decided to make its
presence felt in the area by
deploying a fleet of five
destroyers and 2,500 men off
the coast of the islands for
military maneuvers and
“contacts with Caribbean
armed forces,” as a Royal
Navy communique put it. This
may signify that the British
plan to side with Ray
Robinson’s conservative gov-
ernment. ®

Fabricio Ojeda
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Asia/West Papua

A 100-year Struggle

For over a century, control of West Papua has changed
hands from one colonizer to another. Today, a small
but growing guerrilla movement is fighting for
independence from Indonesia

fficially, West Papua is

named Irian Jaya and is
Indonesia’s 26th province.
However, the people of the
region consider Indonesia to
be an occupying power, and
they have been fighting for
independence since the late
1960s under the leadership of
the Free Papua Movement
(Organisasi Papua Merdeka,

OPM).
For the first ten years, the
fight was hopelessly unequal.

The OPM guerrillas lacked
modern weapons and
challenged well-equipped

Indonesian soldiers with bows
and arrows, spears and
weapons made from long,
sharp bones. Today, OPM
leader Seth Rumkorem claims

that they have a few hundred
firearms ~ mostly World War
I1 rifles or guns captured from
Indonesian troops. The main
advantage of the rebels is their
native knowledge of the
terrain, which they have used
to win control of a quarter of
the territory.

Over the years, differences
over tactics several
splits  within the OPM.
However, unity now seems to
have been restored around a
common strategy — waging a
guerrila war from armed
camps in the mountains. The
island’s  jagged terrain s
especially suited to this kind of
warfare, particularly because
the occupying troops are not

caused

familiar with the territory and
thus lack the confidence to risk
heavy casualties by launching
large-scale attacks.

The origins of the war

Although
founded

the OPM was
25 years ago, ils
origins can be traced to the
1930s and the first acts of
rebellion against colonialism.
West Papua is the western

half of the island of New
Guinea, which lies in the
Pacific Ocean north of
Australia. It was a Dutch

colony before it was formally
transferred to Indonesia in
1963, but the first European
country to demonstrate inter-
island was
Germany in the 19th century.
In 1848, ignoring that
continental power, the Dutch

est in the




ind British arbitrarily split the
sland along an imaginary line
nnning  close to the 141st
meridian: Holland claimed the
western half of the island and
Britain the eastern half,

For the ensuing 40 years,
geither the Dutch nor the
British made any attempt to
exploit the island, busy as they
were with their other Asian
colonies. At the turn of the
century, the Germans again
tried to take control of the
erritory, and the British
reacted by proclaiming their
half of the island a
protectorate and placing
Australia in charge of its
financial administration.

In West Papua, the Dutch
rarely penetrated  inland
beyond the coastline.
Following World War I1, when
the Indonesian  nationalist
struggle began to gain
momentum, Holland arrested
independence leaders and held
them in the infamous Boeven
Digoel concentration camp in
Ironically, the
Indonesian uprising led West
Papuan rebels to consider a
merger with Indonesian
forces, despite ethnic and
political differences. This move
was opposed by the Dutch,
who believed its New Guinea
possession to be rich in mineral
ores.

West Papua.

thwarted
attempts at exploiting these
natural resources, the Dutch
lost interest in West Papua. In
1962, they turned the colony
over to the United Nations.
The following year the U.N.
transferred control to Indo-
nesia, on the condition that
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Jakarta hold a plebiscite in
1969 to allow the Papuans the
right to self-determination.

A plebiscite of sorts was
held on schedule, but it turned
out to be a farce produced by
the anti-communist Indonesian
military that took power in a
bloody coup in 1965. Instead
of holding an election or
undertaking a broad public
opinion Indo-
nesians consulted a few West
Papuan tribal chiefs, whom
they bribed with promises that
were never fulfilled.

Based on the
these chiefs, dictator General
Ahmed Sukarno concocted the
“Act of Free Choice” which
formally annexed West Papua
to Indonesia. Despite the
widespread
greeted the move, the act was
accepted by the General
Assembly of the United
Nations. The struggle of West
Papua became a “‘non-issue.”

survey, the

assent of

protests that

The situation today

Under Indonesian rule, the
nearly four million West
Papuans have been subjected

to cultural and physical
genocide. The Indonesian
regime refuses to recognize
the existence of a Papuan
nationality or culture. The
Indonesian language, place-
names and culture have been
imposed on the population.
Papuans living in forest
communities have been
subjected to forced labor for
timber companies with the
collusion of the Indonesian
government. In urban areas,
Papuans face racial discrimi-
nation in government offices.
A major component of the
Indonesian regime’s genocidal
policy is the replacement of
Papuans with Indonesians. The
natives are finding life difficult
in towns with the arrival of
Indonesians who monopolize
available jobs in government,
commerce and industry. In the

countryside, community-
owned tribal lands — con-
sidered inalienable under

Papuan culture have been
confiscated and the inhabitants
driven away to make way for
resettlement as private plots,
The new settlers are Indo-

nesian peasants, many of
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them forced to move to West
Papua against their will,

Under the
resettlement plan, more than

one

maost recent

million Indonesians

have been

will
transferred to the

western part of the island by

the end of this decade. As a
result, the Papuans may
become a minornty in their

nationhood status as
New Guinea.
the Indonesian
enabled the
establish control

Papua
Victories over
have
guerrillas  to

forces

over large
expanses of
and the jungle highlands.
According to Rumkorem,
OPM cadres now total 30,000,

Over 10,000 West Papuans

the countryside

West Papuan craftsmen: being forced off tribal lands

own land.
Given this state of affairs,
the OPM formed its first units

in 1965 in the central
highlands. The OPM
intensified its struggle

following the independence of
the eastern part of the island,
which in 1975 ceased to be an
Australian colony and earned
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have fled the occupation and

crossed the border into
neighboring Papua New
Guinea, where they live in

refugee camps. The policy of
the PNG government is to try
to persuade the refugees to
voluntarily to West
Papua; when that fails, they
are repatriated by force. Four

return

hundred of them, described by
a PNG official as “hardcore
political refugees," are
confined to the high-security
Wabo prison camp in S{)Uli’l
Papua New Guinea.

Since 1985, Indonesia has
increasingly tried to influence
the policy of Papua New
Guinea toward refugees and
the OPM. A PNG military
commander
year that

made clear last
the Papua New
Guinea government would
cooperate with Indonesia in
border areas to eliminate the
OPM. He described the latter
as “a bunch of terrorists”
whom he resolved “to wipe
off the face of the earth.”
Nevertheless, the guerrillas
have increased their activities
in the last year. Recently, they
attacked petroleum instal-
lations in Fakfak, West Papua;
they have directed operations
against foreign companies that
exploit the country's natural
resources — as well as against

the Indonesian military and
police.
The most spectacular

operation in the recent past
occurred in January 1986
when OPM guerrillas attacked
and took control of Waris, a
border control post near the
PNG border, and held it for
two weeks. The rebels raised
the OPM flag and destroyed
bridges and roads, preventing
Indonesian troops from
entering the area to recapture
the post. Some 900 guerrillas
reportedly took part in the
operation. ol
Based on reports by

Albert Ermste and

Malcolm Gauit-Williams
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Israel’s “Sowetos”’

Billed in 1948 as temporary settlements, the Palestinian refugee camps are now
permanent shantytowns housing a people without a homeland

T he road extending from

the West Bank to the
Gaza Strip sports several
mmaculate  Jewish settle-
ments. These communities
contrast  sharply, in both
mmber and appearance, with
the nearby Palestinian
shantytowns which are
overcrowded, miserable and

designed only for subsistence.
The Palestinian refugee
camps including the ten
that line the road through the
West Bank to Aman, Jordan

stand  as  silent  epitomes
of the utter difference
between two  coexisting

worlds. The new, impressive
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overlooking paved
with their shiny
suddenly

buildings
avenues
new automobiles
give way to rows of shabby
mud huts
are kept in

whose tin roofs
place by
heavy boulders.

The first
camps for Palestinian families
displaced by the creation of
the state of Israel were
installed in 1948. Almost 40
years later, they are still in
operation. Their “provisional”
dwellers are now permanent
refugees, accepted as a natural
part of the Middle East’s
political landscape.

Some camps are famous for

“provisional”

the tragic events that have
marked their histories.
Massacres and bombings were
inflicted upon thousands of
refugees living in the camps of
Sabra and Shatila (in 1982-83)

and Burj el Barajneh and
Rashidiyen (in 1986) in
Lebanon. Others, such as

Bagaa and Marka in Jordan
and Jabalia and Dir al Balah on
the Gaza Strip, appear only on
the maps drawn by the United
Nations Relief and Works
Agency for Palestinian
Refugees (UNRWA).

The UNRWA was founded
in 1949 to provide
humanitarian aid to Palestinian
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refugees. Since then,
approximately /50,000
Palestinians who were

evacuated from their wvillages

in 1948 have found

“provisional™ shelter in
UNRWA tents.

Alter
Day War,

Palestinians crossed the Jordan

June 1967 Six

over 300,000
River into Jordan, where they
were eventually accounted for
officially as

Half ol

iIsplaced

i_\'npic," them were

places ol ongin.

Like shantytowns the world
over, the camps are hastily
butlt settlements located in or
near major cities. In Israel, the
camps are surrounded by high
military command

walls and

posts or Jewish settlements. In

Jordan, they are surrounded
by military garrisons. “The
camps are usually shabby,
Li\"_.'T-!\!iFI!l |‘|.u\"~," noted

Milton Viorst
UNRWA

n his book The

and Peace in the

I'he Shatila camp: recovering from the massacre

flecing Israel for the secon

nc. rresc

milhon Pa

officially listed as refugees,
and 750,000 eside 1n 6]
SOTdnd, camps.
Three two of
which have lived their entire
lives in the camps are
cramped together in  the
limated spaces provided lor the
refugees by various host

countries. lhey are still

waiting for the United

noo1ls
on un

Nations to

5

promise to return them to their
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Muldle East. "Some, like the

anl of Ralah, in the Gaza

Stnp, can be considered
fit for humans.”
house

IFatima shares a tiny

in the Jabal el

ar Aman. All

of the [amily members are
“second time” refugees: as a
result of the 1956
!'.'\[‘E!.lli—i\l'.:='|l War, lill_‘_‘-
were transferred from their

original camp in Gaza, where
had

ced to leave

they settled after being

their native

Lodd. Fatima's family manages

on the sporadic pay ol her only
L"“lF‘til\L'll
“We

spite ol the harsh conditions.”

Son, o txidriver,

have survived so far in
she suid, looking up from an
onton dish she was preparing
for lunch.
Despite  the
cliorts o

UNRWA'S
provide sanmitation
and health services, social and
psychological conditions do
not come close to meeting the
standards set by the World
Health Organization (WHO),
according to Abou Zeid, a
Palestiman doctor on the West
Bank. The UNRWA provides
only

care for the 60,000 o 80,000

two or three doctors o
people who reside at any given

camp. (In Jordan, however,

there 1s an average of one
doctor per 1,000 persons.) The
camps do not have their own
health

Palestinians in  the

hospitals, and facilities

run by
occumed terntones an _[-c'(\rl_\

cquipped. Clinies and  health

centers are in deplorable
shape, and not all camps have
sysicms or

.u]"\.‘.jlll‘llx' sewagc

indoor latrines. In  additon,

there are o few schools to
meet the educational needs of

ion. As a

the wvoutl N
the youln  poj

result, “Exhaustion and a sense
ol frustration are permanent
and widespread,” according to
Nidhal, a

Bagaa, the worst of the camps

refugee bving m
in Jordan.

In addition to the 750,000
Palestinians living in refugee
three million

camps, another

are dispersed throughout the

world. This figure includes
800,000 who are Israch
citizens and 1.5 million who
are still resisting Israel’s




geupation of the West Bank,

% Gaza Strip and East
srusalem.  The latter are
pfugees in their own

pmeland.
forced ‘“‘proletarianization”

“Before 1948 we had a
mall farm in  Palestine,”
realled Badaquia, as she stood
witing for a bus on the main
jghway linking Gaza to
qael. “The men in my family
gew fruit and vegetables, and
helped
pcessary. It was a good life.”

vomen when

Today her life is different,
wted the 50-year-old widow.
‘Now | 100
{lometers everyday to look
or work. If I'm lucky, I can

have to travel

am 15 or 20 Israeli shekels
10 to 15 dollars) for eight
wurs of work picking fruit
nd vegetables, If not, I'll have
o feed my family on this one
dekel,” she added, producing
isingle coin from her pocket.

For the 34
falestinians survived
hanks to the aid offered by
e UNRWA and other relief
But due to
constraints, the
1982 to
those

last years,

have

rganizations.
wdgetary
INRWA
mit
nost. 1n

began in
food rations to

need - such as
vidows, the elderly and the
refugees
cattered throughout the
Middle East were the first to

% affected by the cconomic

rippled. Those

risis in Arab countries.
Occupied by Israel since
1967, the West Bank and the
almost
the

baza Strip are now

mtirely dependent  on

lracli economy. However
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Israel has experienced
hyperinflation in recent years:
in 1984 inflation reached 400
percent. One result is an
extraordinarily high cost of
living that has gradually led to
the impoverishment of the
refugee population.
Unemployment is widespread
among all refugees, but those
with a university education
have been hit hardest. The vast
majority of the refugees are
landless, uprooted peasants.
This group, which accounted
for two-thirds of the pre-1948
population, now provide a pool
of occasional manpower for
the Israeli economy.

Y usif Sayingh, a
well-known economic analyst,
discussed this phenomenon in
an article published by the
Journal of Palestinian Studies.
Entitled ‘““The Palestinian
Economy Under Occupation:

Dependence and Impover-
ishment,” the article argued
that a large segment of the
refugee population has been
forcibly “proletarianized” by
what Sayingh called a
deliberate Israeli policy of
exploitation, land confiscation
and the appropriation and
control of water, a valuable
resource in the arid Middle
East.

About 95,000 Palestinians —
about 25 percent of the
workforce in the occupied
territories — are employed in
unskilled and low-paying jobs
which few Isrealis are willing
to accept. At dawn, those who
commute pile into buses,
trucks, cabs or take other
means of transportation fto
cross the “green line” that
separates the state of Israel
from the occupied territories.
About half of them are illegal

A refugee woman: surviving in overcrowded quarters
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workers who often perform
difficult  tasks
without a minimum of physical

the most

or social protection and
without the right to free
association.

-\t‘\‘l‘rtflllj.'_ to a reporl
issued by the West Bank Data
Bank Project, an independent
group in Jerusalem headed by
Meron Benvemsti, most of the
approximately  S0,000  lle
galworkers are forced to
remain overnight in [srael,
particularly in Tel Aviv, and

are subjected to subhuman

The Gaza Strip: an island?

Geographically the Gaza
Strip is not an island. Yet in
both political and economic
terms this corridor extending
along the Mediterrancan coast
1s virtually isolated from the
rest of the world, A half-
a-million Palestinians live on a
50-km long, 10-km wide strip
of land which has been
completely absorbed by Israel
and is literally surrounded by
the Mediteranean Sea and the
Negev and Sinai deserts. The

Food rations: limited to those most in need

living conditions. “Workers
often sleep on tabletops in the
restaurants where they work,
or they end up in crowded,
unhealthy canteens and attics,”
the report states. ““This is
Rabi, a
45-year-old Palestinian from
Al-Majdal, a
Israclis now call Ashod, and a

slavery”, said
village the

cook in a Tel Aviv
restaurant. *“The Palestinians

are being suffocated by Israel.”
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region has been utterly
neglected: time seems to have
stood still since 1948, when
Gaza was first yanked from
Palestine.

The enclave, which was
under Egyptian rule for 19
years prior to 1967, has found
itsell’ increasingly strangled by
Israel since the occupation.
Restaurants and hotels are
emply, commerce is practically
paralyzed, many water pipes

are ruptured, and beaches
remain closed all day. Farmers
are  leaving their lands,
fishermen no longer venture
out to sea, and students are
dropping out of school. And
despite it all, Gaza inhabitants
hesitate to migrate, given the
problems they face as a people
without a homeland - a people
without passports.

I'he Gaza Strip has been
virtually ignored by the media,
which are more concerned
with the bloody civil war in
Lebanon. “Gaza is a lost
country. It has been forgotten
for at least the past 19 years,"
said Hisham Shawa, a Pales-
timan whao is in charge of Gaza

attairs

n Jordan’s Ministry of
Occupied Territories.

When it held ttle to the
region, Egypt never concerned
iselfl much  with the local
population, and when 1t \::_'m'd
the Camp David agreements in
1979 the Cairo government
effectively renounced  all
rights over the Strip. As
part of its occupation policy,
Israel does all it can to
dissuade  Palestinians  from
returning to Gaza. For
example, Gaza dwellers have
no nationality and no passport.
'he exit visa granted to a few
by the Egyptian authorities i$
not valid in many countries -
often not even in Egypt. A
few “fortunate” ones have an
Israeli visa, which is worthless
in Arab and Muslim nations
and in those countries that do
not recognize Israel. In fact,
the only purpose of such
document seems to be (o
remind Palestinians of their
sad plight. On the upper line,




after his or her name, the =

bearer’s nationality is listed as
“undefined.”

Of the 1.5 million
Palestinians living under Isracli
occupation, about 40 percent
reside in Gaza. Two-thirds of
these are refugees from the
spproximately 50 or 60 former
Palestinian villages nearby. At
present, this human mass is
squeezed into eight squalid
refugee camps. “With 1,500
mhabitants per hectare, Gaza
is one of the most densely
populated areas in the world,
ranking next to Hong Kong”,
commented Fayes Abu
Rahama, a well-known Gaza
lawyer.

An Israeli Hawaii

Few things are more
insulting to Gaza dwellers than
the 20 modern Israeli
compounds that have been
built along the beaches of the
strip. These luxurious
oceanside resorts were built by
Palestinian laborers on land
that formerly belonged to their
own people. They are used by
the Israeli immigration
services as a bait to attract
new settlers to the region,
which they call “‘the Hawaii of
Israel,”

But all the advertising in
the world could not mask
Gaza's shantytown, which
could be called the Israch
Soweto. *“Things have
deteriorated past what s
humanly acceptable”, accord-
ing to Shawa, a Gaza exile.
“There is no progress,”
agreed Abu Rahama, “no
development of any sort in the
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A woman and her children: nationality “undefined”

strip.” Local infrastructure
and public utilities are in
miserable condition, and the
few hospitals lack even basic
equipment. Over 1,500
students drop out of school
every year to join the ranks of
the unemployed: currently,
6,000 university graduates arc
jobless,

Another aspect of the
occupation policy, has been to
make the region’s economy
dependent on the Israeli
economy, which itself is
unstable, It is estimated
that two-thirds of the Gaza
workforce commutes everyday
to Israel, where Palestinians
take low-paid positions -
particularly in construction,
the service sector and as farm
larborers.

With the exception of the
United Nations Development
Program (UNDP), none of the

many development agencies
under the aegis of the UN has
dared to launch agricultural
and industnial development
programs in the occupied
territories. The only significant
international presence is that
of the UNRWA, which is a
relief rather than a
development agency.

The Palestinians in Gaza
have no doubts about Israel's
intentions: they believe that
the occupation government is
waging an economic and
psychological war to force
people off their lands. “They
want the land, not the people”,
explains Barbari, a Palestinian
refugee who heads the Gaza
Women's Union. “This is what
makes them different from
previous colonizers.” @

Essma Ben Hamida
third world - 53
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Transnationals

The Capitalist International

Capitalists are better organzed on the international level than their more
publiczed counterparts on the left, according to a book recently published by a
Latin-American political expert

enéd Armand
opens his book A Inrer-
(The
Capitalist International,

Dreyfuss

R

nacional Capitalista

reviewed in our Decem-
ber/January issue) with a
quotation from  Italian

author Umberto Eco: “Only
the powerful know clearly
who their real enemies are.”’
In a way, this summarizes
the theme of his carefully
researched book on the
political organization,
methods and objectives of
large transnational corpora-
tions in Latin America.
Dreyfuss, 41, painstak-
ingly collected thousands
of documents in ten Latin
American countries and in
the

from

United States, dating

the past 35
exhaustively cross-checking
all names and acronyms of
business and political
organizations. His book pays
attention the
political, psychological and

years,

special to
advertising strategies aimed
at protecting the long-term
interests of foreign
“megacompanies’’ in Brazil
Chile during that

And rather than

investigating the
covert activities of U.S. and
European transnationals, he
54 — third world

and
period.
simply

Antonio Marques

attempts to offer an
ideological interpretation of
their behavior in Latin
America.

While the author con-
cedes that his 600-page book
does not make for easy
reading, he hopes the
revelation of names and
acronyms will help the
reader understand why
transnational corporations
and their *““Internationale’
sometimes support re-
form-minded organizations,

misleading even the best
political analysts. “Usu-
ally,” he says, ‘“‘they

can tell far in advance that
authoritarian regimes have
no hope and that they offer

no alternative solution,
Therefore, they look for
contacts with  dissident

sectors as they did in Brazil,
Nicaragua and Argentina.”

Shortly after his book
was published in Brazil,
Dreyfuss was interviewed by
third world magazine.
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Dreyfuss: exposing the international power elites




What was
writing The
International?

- Basically to denounce the
activities of certain private
U.S. and European power
structures which I call
“organic elites.”"” Right now,
we're primarily interested in
U.S. businesses in Latin
America. These elites have
organized themselves
institutionally into what are
strategically operational
general staffs, whose political
arms act in various ways. In
particular, they  concemn
themselves with one area: the
ideological struggle, the
attempt to conquer the hearts
and the local
populations and ruling elites.
At the same time they attempt
to trip up their competitors.

your goal in
Capitalist

minds of

Who are their members?
-The top managers of
transnational corpora-
The so-called
Society,"” for
made up of
executives from the top 200
U.S. enterprises that control
90 percent of all investments
in the hemisphere. Its
predecessor was the Council
for Latin America, which had
succeeded the Council of the
That organization
came about as a result of the
merger, in ‘the 1960s, of the
Latin American Information
Committee (LAIC) and the
Business Group for Latin
America. That's where you
will usually find the top
managers of the large business
enterprises that operate in
Latin America. At times they
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large
tions.
"American
instance, is

Americas.

operate like a real general
staff, and they even use that
name themselves.

You mean, as though they
were preparing for a war?

- Yes, a political war. The
LAIC was the operative wing
of the Council for Latin
America. The Council of the
Americas has a general staff
for field operations — their
“field staff.” Its organization
is similar to that of such U.S.
government agencies as the
State Department and the
Agency for International
Development (AID). They are
divided into a number of
regional offices, with directors
and personnel working hand in
hand with the U.S. govern-
ment. I call these directors
“private consuls,” since they
operate in much the same way
as consular organizations or
local offices of the Central

Intelligence Agency (CIA).

In the 1960s and 1970s,
there was a private consul for
Brazil, another for Uruguay,
Argentina, Chile, Peru, Bolivia
and Paraguay, and a third one
for Colombia and Venezuela,
and so on.

Their offices are located in
Latin American capitals, and
local people are often
incorporated into their staffs.
They work closely with local
companies and the U.S. gov-
ernment.

What
activiry?

— Three in particular: social
relations or “political
marketing,””  socio-economic
affairs and political activities.
They have an office in the
United States which produces
and disseminates information.
Over 25 press releases are sent
to newspapers and radio and
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are their areas of




television stations, and they
are placed in the local media as
basic information, editorials or
news bnefs. Their purpose is
to support the activities of
megacompanies in Latin A-
merica.

Why
organized? Was it to prevent

were these groups
the failure of their economic
activities?

— Quite the contrary. It was
to be prepared for political
confrontations. And  this
requires a high degree of
organization. They have to be
ready to successfully take on
opposing forces which, in their
opinion, are everywhere — in
the labor unions, in political
associations, in the media, and
even in military and business
circles.

They also have to establish
connections with the church,
student movements and
intellectuals. Occasionally the
main effort will be of a private
nature; at other times it may be
a governmental action in favor
of a proposal or idea. The
basic aim of this strategic
effort is to maintain a
favorable political environ-
ment in host countries.

Their enemies, of course,
will change with the
circumstances. At times they
may be the most conservative,
récalcitrant oligarchies...

The ultranationalist oli-
garchies?

— Sometimes, yes. While
these oligarchies may be allied
to transnational capital, they
may fail to understand at any
given moment that a particular
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social cannot be
forever, Or,
desperate attempt to protect

their own interests, they may

context

preserved in a

pose a threat to the overall
interests of the system.
This was the case, for

instance, in the 1950s and

1960s, when the organic elites
fostered the creation of sister
organizations in Latin Ameri-
ca. These organizations could
be called

“modern-conser-

Salvador Allende

vative”, in contrast to more
backward groups which failed
to visualize the longer-term
game,

In the industrial, financial
or commercial areas, support
went to those business elites
who took a broader outlook on
the country and could
introduce significant changes
in line with the growing
complexity of the local society.
At the same time, however,
there were other adversaries,
such as the socialist and
populist leaderships.

Can you give an example?
—In the 1960s, one major

opponent
Allende in

was  Salvador
Chile, while
Eduardo Frei was a supporter
who deserved assistance. In
Brazil, a major enemy was
Leonel Brizola. Elsewhere, the
enemies were military leaders
such as General Juan José
Torres in Bolivia. On other
occasions, the main opponent
was a particular labor union.

How do they identify and
define their “enemies’ ?

— By permanently evaluat-
ing the local balance of power
and pinpointing those political
figures, organizations or
movements that may pose an
obstacle to their number one
interest, which is the
preservation of the status quo
or current order — an order
which will permit them to
thrive in the long term.

Sometimes the order is
preserved at the cost of
tolerating  pluralist partici-
pation in government; at other
times, by combating pluralist
activities. Sometimes it may
become necessary to go as far
as to destabilize a constitu-
tionally-elected government,
as was the case with Allende in
Chile.

Blurred limits

You said that their struggle
is in the political and
ideological fields. Yet, in the
case of Chile, they went way
beyond that and resorted to
action that led to a coup in
which the U.LS. government
played a significant role.
Where is the dividing line
between what they allow




hemselves to do and what will
he left for the UNS. povernment
o do J

It depends on the cir-
cumstances. In some cases the
dividing line is clearly defined.
Chile, the

organic elites were at work

In the case of

from the very beginning, but
they lacked the ability
operationally to take a number
of steps that eventually would
have to be taken. They could
and did help to create a

[avorable  political environ-

ment by inliltrating  labor
unions, disseminating certain
“news” in the local press,
drumming up the support of
domestic  big business, and
establishing  links  to  the
military for the formation of a
wide destabilizing front.

Nevertheless, they were in
no position to take the darker,
hidden actions that were taken
later. This 1s where other
organizations came in, some-
times acting in concert with
them, sometimes aclting
independently — although in a
general sense there does exist
collusion between them on a
higher plane.

l'ake the case of Guate-
1950s,

Arbenz adminis-

mala. In the early
during the
tration, the local power
structure enjoyed considerable
political status. It created an
Independent National Union
(UNI) made up of businessmen
with links to

corporations. They were the

transnational

ones who helped to create a
climate that would later justify
other kinds of meaures.

In other words, the organic
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elites break the ground and let
others do the dirty work?
That's right, and in some
cases they later rise to power
and share it with those who
did the dirty work. They have
the broad, flexible outlook of
an army’s general staff. They
develop the tactics and
mancuvers that will allow
them to achieve a well-delined

objective.

of production and the pro-
tection of transnational enter-
prises.

Sometimes, certain reform
measures are even welcome,
such as, for Instance, a
moderate land reform. They
promoted land reform in Chile
in the 1960s as a way of
defusing tensions in rural areas
capitalist
infiltration in the countryside.

and enhancing

Chile: business elites left the dirty work to others

T'he possibility of reform
Anyone preparing for a

battle miust determine
beforehand how much one is
willine to lose in order fo
preserve the essentials. What
are the limits for the organic
elites? Are there any “for-
bidden," untouchable areas?

— 1 am convinced that their
basic aim is to
their capability to
take the initiative, to direct the

essential,

preserve

process. Certain reforms are
permissible, as long as they
don't affect the essence of the
system of production. That is
the untouchable area — the
essence of the capitalist system

At the they
addressed the problem of

time,

same
rationalizing production, in-
troducing new technologies
and financing schemes.

It is a matter of political
calculation, of determining
which pressures may signifi-
cantly alter the picture. It is
then that it may become neces-
sary to sacrifice those who
have failed to perceive that
their actions are endangering
the survival of the system as a

whole.

The case of Nicaragua

How does the Sandinista

revolution fit into your

third world — 57
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analvsis? Do vou think Nicara-

gua wenl bew Iccepia
ble limits by g !
mroguce a miLyeda, govern-

ment-oriented economic  Sys-
temn?

Exactly. The case of N1
caragua is an interesting one
because the power structures
to which | refer were working
there in the 1960s and 1970s,
establishing groups of political
and their

analysts organizing

business interests. At the time

they opposed the Somoza
dictatorship because they saw
it as too strict and incapable of
preventing social unrest: it was
a hd that would eventually be
blown into space by popular
pressure

I'hey mounted thereifore an

effort to coordinate Nicara-

guan busmessmen the most
prominent among them - for
the purpose of finding a

system capable of replacing

the existing one. One of the

most important figures in this

effort was Pedro Joaquim

Chamorro, and he was subse-

quently murdered by the sys

tem’s most obdurate wing. The

same strategy has been
adopted in other countries in
the

Honduras and Costa Rica.

area, such as El Salvador,

What is the position of the
organic elites vis-a-vis a leader
such as General Omar Torrijos
in Panama in the late 197057
difficult

lormnjos was

deal with. The elites

man to
were never sure as to how to

behave towards that ambiva-

ble man. Cer

lent, unpredic
tain decisions made by Torrijos
the entire

complicated £Co-
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nomic, strategic and political
outlook.
I'hey are now making an
effort to form cadres of local
businessmen, apparently will-
ing to go as far as diluting the
transnational content of the
local business in order to make
it look more legitimate in the
the country. A front
this kind of

work in Panama right now is

eyes of
man domng just
called Bertolini, a council
representative who periodical-
ly reports on the local situation
to U.S. businessmen.

You mean, they are willing

to reduce rtheir ostensible

presence, even if it means

gIVINg up some of their most
immediate goals?

I'he more they dilute the
transnational character of local
business, the more legiimate
demands wall

their sound, A

broader front can then be

formed, and the confrontation

¥

will no longer be between

national and transnational

interests. The resistance
movement cannot be said to be
anti-U.S.  This
group of businessmen will then
b

support to other sectors

“national”

e ready to extend their
the
middle classes, professionals,

political parties, etc.

Whar's the general attitude
of the “organic elites”’ towards
the local entrepeneurs in Latin
America’

It 15 interesting to note
that in the 1970s the organic

elites thought in terms of a

“tripod” or a “theory of
convergence.” Such conver-
gence was to take place

between the three pillars of
power, or the threc areas of
economic interest: the local
the associated
businesses, and
I'hey

entrepreneurs,
transnational
the state, visualized a
regime to be attained
through a merger of these
sectors, so that Jlocal
did not feel
ahienated or injured and could

thrive

stable

three

businessmen

economically in an
with the
government providing support

orderly fashion,
in the form of infrastructure
and guaranteeing the political
conditions for economic life to
proceed.

The approach was original-
ly developed Brazil,
although it works equally well
for

for

American
countries. There comes a time
when Brazil-US., Argenti-
na-U.S,, Bolivia-U.S. or Pa-

nama-U.S,

other Latin

Business Councils
This kind of
interaction aims at penetrating
or establishing an inextricable
link to government sectors and
and
organizations, in such a way as
to establish a

are created,

outstanding  individuals
modus vivendi
which will be both uselful and
pleasant for all parties con-
Ihe useful and the
pleasant must go hand in hand

cerned.

in the political scheme in order

to avoid dissent.

The Peru of Velasco
Alvarado

What is the attitude of the
towards those
military who advocate develop-

organic elites
ment models implying a high
degree of autonomy for their
countries, as was the case of




Peru under General Velasco
Alvarado?

- General Alvarado was a
real shock for transnational
corporations. It was no mere
that, during his

government, the organic elites

coincidence

decided to take a closer look at
the Peruvian Center for High
Military Studies (CAEM) and
compare it with Brazil’s High
Military School (ESG). These
analyses were largely financed
by the U.S. Rand Corporation.

At the
organization to the

sister
Rand
group was already operating in
the
Association for Development
(APD). Its members were top
Peruvian businessmen from
various sectors, either national

time, a

Peru under name of

or transnational.
Alvarado's actions caused a
APD,

com-

short circuit at the

leaving its managers
pletely disoriented. An effort
was then made to reformulate
the political activity of the
Peruvian power structure and
reorganize business leadership
there.

Dispatched to Peru was
Cortina, a Cuban
his U.S.
citizenship in 1968 and who

Humberto

exile who had won

was director of an area that
included Peru, Paraguay and
Bolivia. He participated in the
Bay of Pigs invasion and was
held
thirteen months. He is also an

prisoner in Cuba for

ex-second lieutenant in the
Green Berets.

l.ately he has been trying to
contacts with
military by
buying them dinners, meeting
with exchange
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establish close

the Peruvian

them to

Velasco Alvarado (arms outstreatched) with other military leaders

ideas, etc. In sum, the kind of
approach that the
elites  usually
rywhere.

organic

adopt  eve-

It seems that, in the case of

Peru, they have so far failed to
establish the conditions for a
drastic solution like that in
Chile.

In the Peruvian case they

are staging a “‘cool operation,”

which is  their preferred
approach  when  political
conditions are milder. The

interventions are those
Chilean style. The
political situation
which approach
will be adopted.

-nI]‘.II"
in the
country’s

will dictate

Given the redemocratization
of Latin America, how are the
organic elites preparing for
action?

—They plan to operate in
the open, to make a more overt
political effort. They are now
forced to deal openly with
congresses, with public opin-
with such popular
organizations as labor unions,

ion, and

ecological groups, etc.

Are they getting ready for a
cold or a hot war?

— Of course they prefer to
remain cool when this is at all
possible. But given certain
“non-negotiable™ limits, they
may have to resort once again
to a hot operation.

Do you believe this may
happen in Nicaragua, for
example?

— All' of the transnational
corporations in  Nicaragua
despise the Sandinista

government, primarily because
third world - 59




Contra victims: ““the transnationals despise the Sandinistas’

Nicaragua may eventually

represent a precedent for
Central America.

Why did vou choose to give
vour book such a provocative
title as I'he Capitalist
International?

My book is an attempt to
“Internationale”™

describe this

in contrast to the communist
one. | try to trace the

emergence of these organic

elites, to describe their
infrastructure, how they relate
with big business, how they
consolidate, strengthen and
renew each other.

My intent is to help the

reader understand how the
large  transnational corpo-
rations go about preparing
themsclves to become a

permanent factor in various
political fields. There actually
1s a capitalist “Internationale”
links

between various organizations

because there are
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in different and

continents. \'[_\ book attempts

countries

to open the eyes of those who
still believe their society can be

organized on a national basis.

Do vou look into ihe
relationship between this
“Internationale” and other

similar organizations?

~ No, that was not my goal.
In the course of my research, |
had to look into the socialist or
communist internationals from
the viewpoint of capitalist
But I did
not find in them the degree of

business. I confess

organization, infiltration and

feverish activity which one

sees on the capitalist side.
What I clearly saw was that
these popular, socialists
organizations are really more
national, more provincial than
international. Only the

business world has attained

this high degree of political

internationalization. Economic

transnationalization began in
1945, but it would never have
reached its current peak and
strength if the business world
had not developed its political
“Internationale.”

From the viewpoint of
popular movements in Latin
America, and in the light of
your studies, would you say
that  the world
consistently against

business
stands
change?

are some flexible
The

who

— There
seclors.
know

problem is to
they are, how
influential they can be, how
far they go, how
efficiently they can act, and
what will be the repercussions
of the ideas they stand for.

can

Only then can you evaluate the
possibility of negotiating with
them,

either in political or

economuc terms.

Do vou agree that there are
such things as “national’ and
“transnational’ businesses?

No. It is difficult to
distinguish between what is
national and what is trans-
national. There are techno-
logical, economic, financial

and scientific aspects to take
into account, there is the mass
type of production, and
everywhere you will find that
there are stages or schemes
that are directed or monitored
by transnational corporations.
It is very difficult to talk about
“national” in a
strict sense. I prefer to think in

terms of renovative, reformist

enterprises

blocks, in contrast with con-
servative ones. L
Interviewed by B. Bissio




Refugees

The Closed-Door

Policy

Despite having a liberal tradition of granting political
asylum, member countries of the EEC are restricting
access for Third World refugees.

NO E

3

British customs: tougher standards in the EEC

countries of the

European Economic Com-
munity (EEC) are considering
the joint adoption of re-
strictions on re-
political asylum,
international
that assist
Europe. In the
countries
imposed

ember

persons
questing
according to
organizations
refugees in
meantime,
unilaterally
tighter limitations.

Among the countries that
have revised their policies is
France — a country which since
1987 - April = N® 07

many
have

the nineteeth century has had a
liberal policy regarding politi-
cal refugees. French border
officials, who once
allowed into the country
persons claiming to be the
victims of political perse-
cution, are now required to

freely

consult first with authorities in
Paris.

The French government
visa

imposed re-

for all

recently

quirements foreign

nationals — except citizens of

EEC member countries, Swit-

UNHCR

zerland and Lichtenstein. The
French Secretary of State for
Human Rights M. Malhuret
that the measure was
necessary to fight terrorism.
Although he assured that his
would

asylum,

said

country continue 1o
grant Malhuret
stressed the need to coordinate
the new policies with other
governments on the continent.
If such coordination takes
place, France will probably fall
in line with other European
countries that favor additional
restrictions.

In West and
Belgium, proposals exist that,
if adopted, would check the
Third World
admitting

Germany

inflow of
refugees by
those who arrive directly from
the persecuting country. This
with a practice
followed immediately after
World War II relating to the

only

conforms

movement of displaced per-
sons. However this principle is
much more difficult to enforce
in the case of Third World
refugees.

Rather than
denying  asylum
current West German law uses

subtle strategy of

directly
requests,
the more
dissuasion. Asylum applicants
are held in crowded camps in
subhuman conditions. They are
denied work' permits for two
years and receive no welfare
aid. In Geneva, Switzerland,
similar policies designed to
discourage applications for
political asylum have led to a
50 reduction in the

third world - 61

percent
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Admission

Canada to Limit Refugee

'El T'he Canadian
considering legislation that

that country. Prime Minister Benoit

Bouchard charges that two-thirds of all

asylum applicants are not genuine political
refugees but

jobs or better living conditions.

Bouchard claims that the problem has

been exacerbated by the recent increase in

the number of foreign citizens applying for

admission as refugees. The Toronto Siar
reported that a total of 17,000 refugees
entered Canada last year, an
1,100 percent over the 1980 figure.

I'he

opposition from non-governmental organ-

proposed legislation faces strong

izations concerned with migration issues.

During a

recent meeting between

government is
would

limit the number of refugees admitted into

rather individuals seeking

increase of

Bouchard and NGO representatives, the
prime minister said that he believed that
all individuals not considered to be
legitimate refugees should be immediately
deported.

Following the encounter,

Barbara Jackmen of the Canadian Bar
Association (CBA) announced that should
the government adopt such a policy, the
CBA would file suit based on the Rights
and Freedoms Charter of the Canadian
Constitution.

Refugee assistance groups believe that
**The solution is not to restrict access but
to formulate a better and fairer system
that will upon his or her
arrival in Canada, whether an immigrant
is a genuine refuge or not”, according to
Helga Kutz-Narder, an official of the
migration program of the United Church
of Christ.

determine,

Canadian activists, however, have little
hope that the government will change its
position. *‘It seems that a decision has

made"’, Ninette
Kelley of the Council for Refugee Issues of
the City of Toronto.

already been lamented

number of
1984,

applicants since

are entitled

’he most radical attitude Danish territory
has been taken by Denmark, applications for
which until recently boasted considered.
the region’s most liberal

refugee laws. In October1986,
during the inaguration of a
new legislative session, Danish A similar
Prime Minister Poul Schieter
announced that the number of
refugee

applications had

increased dramatically. Justice political
Minister Eric Hansen submit-
ted a bill which would direct of
refuse Palmlund,

police to entry to

anyone requesting political
asylum at the border. Under
1983 law, all

individuals claiming to be

the prevailing
acCor !ili_:_.'
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victims of political persecution

to remain in

Not
Denmark has a larger number
of refugees per capita than any
other European country.

restrict entry is under way in
Sweden, another country with
a hiberal tradition in the area of
asylum.
reached our manageable limit
refugees,”
director ol the
Swedish Immigration Office, In
Immigration applications have
tripled in the last

to updated figures

supplied by the immigration
many as 1,700
refugees are admitted into the

country each month. Most of

office, as
while their
asylum are
surpnsingly, these are Iranians.

The position of the
European Parliament

movement to

The Parliament
has no jurisdiction over the

matter, bul

European

some of its
that the Old
continue to

“We have members argue

Continent. should

said Thord extend support to the victims
of political persecution.

Jean-Pierre
of the
United Nations High Commis-

sion on Refugees (UNHCR),

Geneva,
Hocké, an official

year, and



ecently  criticized  industrial
ountries who seck to restrict
mmigration from the Third
Vorld without giving special
the

wlitical persecution. He said

reatment  to victims of

that “Governments that have
raditionally respected refugee
nghts are

now adopting

extremely  defensive policies
which in practice deny such
nghts.”

Under the Geneva Conven-
tion, asylum is to be granted to
all “victims of racial, religious
or political persecution.”
However many governments

that

siandard does not suit current

helieve this broad
world conditions. For instance,
the policy of the Organization
of African Unity is to grant
ssylum only to victims ol
loreign aggression, occupabion
or social upheaval,

I'he

sceking

number of people

asylum in  indus
trial nations is less than three
percent of the global refugee
figure. The UNHCR maintains
that it is not asking too much
that the small number of those
who apply for asylum in these
countriecs be accepted and
treated according to the prin-
ciples of the Western humani-
However,

tarian  tradition.

what seems to weigh more
heavily in the scales than the
is the

humanitanan tradition

high level of unemployment
prevailing in Western Europe
combined with the extraordi-
pary increase in the number of

refugees from such conflict
arcas as Lebanon, Iran and

Irag, and of victims of racial
persecution such as the Tamil
minority in Sri Lanka.
1987 - April = N® 07

A consequence of
colonialism

Many governments argue
that it 1s difficult to distinguish
victims of political, ideo-
logical or religious persecution
from the mass of migrants
who enter Europe in search of
better living conditions, But
UNHCR officials reply that

“governments must not fake

LLLE ¥
’\‘k v “ 8 o

trade
barriers as well as to adopt a

dismantle domestic

common policy on political
asylum by 1988.
Regardless, many Euro-

peans realize that the refugee
problem is to a great extent a
European coloni-
alism. As Heinz OscarVetter, a
the European
Parliament and a member of

legacy of
delegate 1o

the German Social Democratic

TARRAL K L

Sri Lankan Tamil refugees await their verdicts in Amsterdam

that will equally

affect both groups. Bona fide

MEasurcs

refugees must not be penalized

by laws against  illegal
immigration.”

The moves by individual
countries are probably due to
the fact that all EEC member
expected to

countrics are

Party, noted, it is reasonable to
that EEC member
countries will continue to help

expect

refugees, since they are at least

partly responsible for the
social unrest now prevailing in
many arecas of the Third

World. ®
Ricardo Soca
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Third World Books

THE SCOPE

FOR SANCTIONS
Richard Moorsom
CIIR, London, 1986

Sanctions

South
Africa could provide powerful
support to the struggle against
apartheid. Everything hinges
on the strength of the particu-
lar measures chosen and the
determination of South Afri-
ca’s key western trading part-
ners to enforce them. These
are among the main conclu-
sions of this study of possible
sanctions and their likely ef-
fects. The author analyzes
South Africa’s dependence on
a narrow range of exports and
imports traded with a small
group of industrial countries,
on foreign finance and on cru-
cial support from transnational
corporations that dominate the
local economy. The book sket-
ches the likely consequences of
the main types of sanctions on
the South African economy
and discounts speculation
about potential negative ef-

against

fects on black South Africans
and on employment in foreign
countries.

TRANSMIGRASI -
RESETTLEMENT
POLICY

Mariel Otten

IWGIA
Group for Indigenous Affairs,
Denmark, 1986

International Work

The book is an in-depth
study of the transmigration
policy adopted early this cen-
tury in Indonesia by Dutch
colonists and preserved by the
Indonesian government after
independence. Massive popu-
lation transfers from areas that
are perceived to be overpopu-
lated to regions with lesser
densities have not brought po-
sitive results. Yet, the current
Indonesian government has
decided to base its new five-
year development plan on just
such policy. The target is now
to displace 750,000 families
(approximately three
people) in what is a largely mi-
litary operation. This is the
case of East Timor, a former
Portuguese colony under In-
donesian  occupation  since
1976. In East Timor the relo-
cation from one island to ano-
ther is being carried out by
force. The book demystifies
the Indonesian government's
population policy, which has
the financial support of the
World Bank, and
against the catastrophic effects
of a forced removal.

million

warns

BASES MILITARES EN
AMERICA LATINA
(Military Bases in

Latin America)

José Steinsleger

Editorial
1986

Conejo,

Ecuador,

Argentinian journalist José
Steinsleger surveys the main
U.S. military bases in Latin
America and examines the
Pentagon’s influence on politi-
cal relations between Latin
American countries. The cases
of Panama, Honduras, Puerto
Rico and Guantanamo (Cuba)

|
are examined historically. The
book includes an exposé of the

*UADOR

strategies employed by the
U.S. to justify its military
Latin America.
concludes that,

presence in
The author
contrary to the Pentagon’s as-
sertion that the bases are “de-
facihities,” they are

“bridgeheads” for
U.S. interests in the area.

fensive
actually
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Economy/Africa

Investors Flock to
the SADCC

For the first time since it was founded seven years ago,
the Southern Africa Development Coordination
Conference is attracting the attention of private foreign

investors.

n an unprecedented
I display ol interest in the
for
Africa,

potential investment  in

southern approxi-
mately 200 private business-
men and investors from sev-
eral industrial nations gathered
last
February to attend the seventh

in Gaberone, Botswana,

annual meeting of the
Southern Africa Development
Coordination Conference. The
SADCC is a regional organi-
zation encompassing Angola,
Zimbabwe,

Malawi,

Mozambique,
Zambia,
Tanzania,

Botswana,
Swaziland and
Lesotho — nine countries that
are struggling to reduce their
economic dependence on
South Africa. Until recently,
only the governments of the
region and international orga-
nizations were willing to make
new investments in the area.
The
European investors and com-

visitors, largely

pany  representatives, are
among the members of the
foreign business community

who have taken a new stand
toward SADCC in light of the
escalating global movement 1o
adopt sanctions against South

Africa. Although

1987 — April = N© 07

many ol

e

them have maintained
close

with the apartheid regime, the

long
trade and financial ties
increasing instability in racist
South Africa prompted them
to turn their attention to other
countries on the
One motivating factor is the
likelihood that the economies
of SADCC-member countries

continent.

will improve when the South

African white minority is
forced to abandon its system
of racial segregation along
policy

black

with its aggressive

towards  neighboring
nations.

In an opening speech to the

foreign  visitors at  the
Gaberone conference, Denis
Norman, a former Zimba-

bwean Minister of Agricul-
that SADCC-

ture, declared

member countries “now offer

some of the world’s best
prospects for medium term
economic investments.,” Nor-

man, a representative of the

white Zimbabwean business
community in that country’s
first government following
independence, added that “as
soon as the war comes to an
end, the enormous economic
potential of the area can be
quickly developed™.

In addition to their genuine
establishing new
South
visitors

the

interest  in
with Africa’s

the

contacts
neighbors, were
encouraged by recent
suprise decision by the United
States to allocate an additional
US$ 93 million for loans and
financial operations  in
SADCC-member
I'he representative of the U.S.
Agency for International De-

countrics.

velopment at the meeting, Pe-
ter McPherson, stressed that
the decision is a token of his
government’s “‘confidence in
SADCC
failed to

the future of the

members.” He ex-
plain, however, how the U.S.
government plans to reconcile
black
Africa

the increased aid to

countries in southern

with its solid economic and

military relations with Pre-
toria.

Although it is too carly to
assess the real impact of the

plans presented by SADCC
third world - 65
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Population: 66,761,027.
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delegates to the group ol

privatec businessmen and

investors, the fact that

the effort

merc

1eners made

the fore
to attend the mecung was an
indication that results may be

quick to come. Mozambique

and Tanzania, for instance,

recently announced plans to

facilitate foreign investments

in projects to develop local
mnfrastructure. At the Gabe-
rone conference, several

' entrepreneurs pointed out that

the South African cnisis will
| force them to diversify their
activities, especially in

neighboring countries that are
t

more

South

now perceived to be

politically stable than

Africa.
SADCC projects

the

experts

During meeting,
SADCC

several

analyzed

ongomng projects,

especially in the areas of

energy and communications.
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An

agenda but which generated a

1ssue not included in the

great deal of discussion

the

was
scarcity of qualified
manpower in the region. The
decision was made to jointly
promote the increased parti-
technicians
of

foreign specialists. This will be

cipation of local

and to reduce the use

difficult given that most

SADCC-member countries

face serious problems staffing

projects with qualified local
personnel.

Three agreecments were
announced at the end of the
seven-day meeting. The
Swedish  government  will

supply US% 17 million to help
renovate a railroad c« mnecting
Zambia's copper mines to the
port of Dar-es-Salam, in
Tanzania. The railroad, known
by the acronym TAZARA, is
of fundamental importance to
land-locked Zambia. Zambia is
the railroad

the

in dire need of

since 1ts access 1o sCa

through Angola has been

disrupted by the armed groups

sponsored by South Africa
that oppose the Angolan
government.

In addition, the Swedish

and Norwegian
will

governments
participate in a joint
project to renovate a hydroe-
letric

plant at Coruama

"

Mozambique, thus helping the
Maputo government to reduce

its exclusive dependence on
electric power supplied by
South Africa., Under an

agreement inherited from the
colomal period, Mozambique
pays South Africa for electric
energy produced at the Cahora
Bassa Dam in Mozambican
territory.

A third major project will
the
telecommunica-

interconnect existing
microwave
between

tions systems

Tanzama and four other
SADCC countries
na, Zimbabwe,
Malawi. A

Norwegian effort, the system

Botswa-
Zambia and
joint  Swedish-
is projected to be in operation
1989 at a cost of US§ 12
Integrating the
in southern

by
million. mi-
crowave network
Africa has long been on the
the Pan

drawing board of

African Telecommunications
Network.
I'he Gaberone conference

had already adjourned when

another European country
declared itself ready to finance
SADCC development I1ru_it‘({s.
Gireat Britain announced
recently that it would make
US$ 18 million in

nsportation and

available
for tr

credit
communications
SADCC-member countries. ®

projects in
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DEBACLE

published in English by the

Debacle  is

Indian  Development  Re-
scarch  Communications and
services Centre. It runs

articles and studies on Asia,

the
ethnic

focusing particularly on

environment, women,

minorities and children. No. 3,

Vol. 11, of 1986, includes a
number of essays on the
situation of Asian women. 188

Gariath Road (S), Calcutta 700

(031, India.

|RECON This quarterly
bulletin is published in English
by a group of North American

volunteers who monitor the
Pentagon and U.S. military
‘ projects. It reports on the

domestic and foreign activities
the LU.S
emphasising

ol armed  lorces,
Third World
trouble spots. Contributors are
North Amencan journalists,
ntel-

lectuals intent on exposing the

social researchers and

agressive  policies ol the
P.O.Box 14602,

19134, USA.

Pentagon.
Philadelphia, PA

LINKS

published in English by Third

A quartely magazine

World First, a group of British

university students, Linhs 1s
designed to disseminate infor-
mation on the Third World

in the United Kingdom. Each

issue is dedicated to a specilic
No. 25 the

topic. covers

X

"“;;l"a

political situation in Central

America, while no. 26 focuses
on nuclear technology and the
Third World. 231 Cowley
Road. Oxford OX4 I1UH,

England.

POPULI - Issued in English
by the United Nations Fund
for Population Activities, this
magazine analyzes demo-
graphic issues. No. 2, Vol.
X111, 1986, includes articles on

family A ricit.
birth

development

planning
demogriphic
the

SUrvey

control,

n Soviel

Union, amd o ol

Arnca
lin-

)

York

population

ISSUCS
following the  Arusha.
1984 Conlerence
Street. New

USA

Zania,
East 42nd
10017,

LIBERATION - Produced in
Fanzamia by the
Working

and published by

Damsh
Communist Ciroup.
the Anilest

Press, this Enghsh-language

Li berati
o 10n

magazine approaches political

issues in  Africa from an
independent Marxist  view-
point, and promotes an ex-

change of experiences between
anti-imperialist movements in
the Third World. P.O.Box 937,
Dar es Salam, Tanzania.
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Essay

The Myth of the
Innocent Swiss

After Bhopal, they said it could happen only in the Third
World. But the recent chemical disaster on the Rhine
River gives further proof that most ecological disasters
est.

W

occur in the industnalized W

worst  environ

E urope’s
mental

decade, the Sandoz destruction

disaster 1n a

of the Rhine river's ecology,
came hardly six months after

Chernobyl and barely two

vears after the Bhopal gas

disaster.  Appropriately, the
labeled the

Chernobile

French  have

disastrous  cvent

(Bale is French for Basel,

where the Sandoz accident
occurred). and the West Ger-
mans  have called 1t San-
doz-Bhopal.

October 29 and

November 29, 1986, chemical

Between
factories both in Switzerland
and West
Rhinc with a series of deadly
that

Germany hit the

chemical assaults effec-

tively turned the river into a
these

barren wasteland. All

river pollution

benignly

incidents of
been
“accidents.”
On November 1 — at night
a fire broke

have termed

just as in Bhopal
out in a warehouse storing
toxic chemicals belonging to
Sandoz, Switzerland's second
largest multinational.  Fire
fighters attempted to get the
blaze control and

68 — third world

under

Reuters

prevent it from attacking other
umts, but they did not realize
that the water they were using,
after mixing with deadly
chemicals, was spilling into the
Rhine.

The factory storehouse did
not have a catchment basin for
such an eventuality, and to
compound the problem, the
city's special task force tor
chemical fires was off duty
that very night.

The fire became so intense

that barrels flew 60 fect into

the sky. An intense pall of

smoke settled over the city of
Basel, carrying with it
phosphorester and dioxin -
used in World War II

and Vietnam.

loxins

The city slept unaware till

its citizens were told a few
hours later that they should
close their windows, but the
message was understood only
by the German-speaking part
of the population: many immi-
grant workers did not un-
derstand what was happening
and failed to take any pre-
cautions.

The chemical brew that
entered the Rhine contained
pesticides and herbicides -

including ethyl parathion, a
deadly substance that even in
small amounts ¢an kill people.
Equally devastating was the
release of a fungicide
compound called ethoxyethyl
that contained nearly two tons
of pure mercury.

The first victims were the
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river-bottom
absorbed  the
mercury as it settled. More
than 150,000 eels floated up
dead, and truckloads of them
had to be carted away to dump
sites. All told, an estimated
half a million fish were simply
exterminated.

More will die when the
remaining fish are starved of
their food, which consists of
smaller organisms that were
cleaned out by the toxins. In

eels: they are
feeders and

doubt now is the survival of
thousands of ducks and other
birds that will appear shortly
on the Rhine in the coming
spring months.

For years the Rhine was
considered a dead river — the
result of dumping by chemical
factories operating along its
banks, But about 15 years ago,
enviromentalists and Rhine
ecology experts launched an
cffort to restore the nver.
Eventually they succeeded in
making it a more hospitable
environment for wildlife: after
regulations for effluent control
took effect, they stocked the
river with eel, shrimp and even
trout. West Germany alone
invested US$ 21 billion in the
cleanup and restoration pro-
grams. All that was undone in
the space of just a few hours.

As with Chernobyl, the
consequences of this accident
spread across national borders.
What the German press
dubbed “the wave of death”
flowed into West Germany
and France, and ended up in
Rotterdam, Holland. The
chemical slick, 35 miles long,
destroyed all life 300 kms
downstream. It contaminated
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Some of the 150,000 dead eels: a First World disaster

drinking water sources, and
populations
switch to reserves.

were forced to

Eventually, the brew en-
tered the North Sea,
where it will return in small
quantities to the shallow
northern Dutch coast which
functions as a massive wildlife

from

nursery. Some of it entered via
the Ijssel River into the
Ijsselmeer, an inland body of
water in Holland.

As for the long-term con-
sequences of the accident and
its impact on the fragile river
foodchain, no one was haz-
arding any competent or
confident claims. While most
agreed that the river could be
considered “dead” for another
ten years, more pessimistic
observers stated that the entry
of the toxic chemicals into the
foodchain would prolong their

effects on the environment
even further.

The Sandoz accident and
the spate of other accidents
that followed provided
compelling proof, if any were
needed, of the lack of concern
for the environment by the
chemical industry.

However, the Rhine disas-
ter was embarrassing for
Europe for a number of very
interesting reasons.

In the immediate aftermath
of the Bhopal gas disaster, for
instance, most people from
industrial countries had
dismissed that tragedy as
peculiar to the Third World.
The wusual response
“Nothing of that kind could

was:

occur here.”

In fact, journalists and
commentators, including
editors, wrote extensively on
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how the Third World was too
ill-equipped and corrupt to
handle such hazardous
technology. Even the U.S.
Union Carbide attempted to
distance itself from its Indian
subsidiary, claiming that the
unit was run differently from
the one back home.

All this now seems entirely
mappropriate or unimportant.
What has emerged quite
dramatically from the Sandoz
accident is that the company
chose profits over safety when
it ignored the safety recom-
mendations of a Zurich-based
insurance company and de-
cided to have its lability
underwritten by a cheaper
firm rather than accept the
stricter terms.

As noted earlier, the unit
had no water catchment, and it
had but two water sprinklers.
As m Bhopal, citizens and
officials, some along the
Rhine, were not informed for
at least 40 hours.

The accident also
lenged the image
ruption is endemic only to the
Third World: after scientists
discovered new chemicals in
the Rhine and started to
suspect that other companies
were also dumping effluents,
the firm Ciba Geigy admitted
that 105 gallons of a toxic
herbicide Atrazine had leaked
mto the river from its plant
one day prior to the Sandoz
accident.

After Chernobyl, European
governments were thoroughly
annoyed with the Soviets
precisely because the latter
waited three days to inform
them about the
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chal-
that cor-

nuclear

accident. Now, West German,
Dutch and French officials are
reacting to the Swiss as they
did to the Soviets: they are
calling them names.

In the West, Bhopal was
dismissed as peculiar to the
Third World and Chernobyl as
a result of rank Communist
incompetence. Sandoz re-
moved those distinctions,
which existed despite the
accident at Three Mile Island
in the United States.

The reporting of the San-
doz disaster also shed some
light on the prejudices of the
international media, especially
those of the North American
newsmagazines Time and
Newsweek. The Bhopal gas
disaster, which took place on
December 2, 1984, made the
covers of both magazines on
December 17. So did the 1986
Mexican earthquake, which
was reported as a cover story
soon following the disaster.
The Sandoz incident, which
took place on November 1,
was only reported in these
magazines on their inner pages
on November 24,

Clearly some kinds of
events in the Third World are
more important to such
magazines than some domestic
events, Finally, one should
emphasize the fact that, except
for Bhopal, nearly all indus-
trial and enviromental disasters
have taken place within the
so-called advanced societies,
with all the
promised.

Minamata disease from
mercury poisoning in Japan,
the SMON tragedy associated
with the consumption of

safeguards

enterovioform and mexaform
in Japan, the release of dioxin
at Seveso, Italy, the nuclear
accidents at Three Mile Island
and Chernobyl and Thalido-
mide babies are all part of the
advanced countries’ march to
progress based on such haz-
ardous technologies.

As industrial plants age
(many of them were built
during and immediately after
World War II), more accidents
are bound to occur. There is
not a single scientist or
engineer who can confidently
claim that such accidents are
things of the past. If anything,
we can safely predict an in-
crease in the number of inci-
dents.

The other point to note is
that a large number of these
disasters have been associated
with the Swiss, who have been
successful in projecting an
image of themselves as con-
cerned with the environment
and public welfare, Seveso
was owned by a Swiss firm,
Hoffman La-Roche; Ciba-
Geigy marketed drugs that led
to SMON and more recently
from the anti-
inflammatory drug oxyphen-
butazone. Sandoz, of course, is
also Swiss.

So the demolition of the
myths concerning such disas-
ters must include this final
myth of the innocent Swiss.
Innocent no longer — but what
a manner for the world to
discover how that innocence
was a fraud! ]

to deaths

Dr. Claude Alvares,
Third World Network
Features




Environment

SOSfor Forests

Third World forests are being cleared at an alarming
rate to provide wood for luxury products in the North.

ropical rainforests, which

T

mexhaustible

once seemed to be an

resource, are
with
Japanese

now being threatened

extinction by
disposable chopsticks, North
American hamburgers, English
mahogany toilet  seats and
other products destined lor the
industrial North.

“All

have been wrongly blamed for

along, poor people

taking wood and destroying

the rainforest,” said Vandana
Shiva of the

nology and Resource Research

Science, Tech-

Foundation of India, “*Now we

know that's not true. The
forest resources of the poor
were  taken from them by
logging operations, S0 they

were pushed further back into
the hills and forced to collect
wood from remnants of the
lorest.

“The roots of the problem
ar¢ in the wasteful lifestyles ol
rich countries and the timber
industry in the Third World,”
concluded Shiva.

Examples of wastelul uses
the shift in

range Irom

popularity in  Japan Irom
reusable to disposable chop-
sticks to luxury products. The
result is increased demand that
has led to predatory exploi-
decades,

tation in  recent
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global forest reserves which
once billions of
been cut by
Destruction
tinues at a rate of

covered
hectares have
one-half, con-
five to 20
million hectares a year,
according to a 1980 report by
the
Agriculture
(FAQ),

At this FAO

estimates that by the turn of

United Nations Food and

Organization
rate, the
the century rainforests in some

countrics will be devastated.

For example, Nigeria and the
Ivory Coast will be virtually
and

U'1:1|‘lL‘Tl‘|\ deforested,

Thailand will lose 60 percent

its reserves. In Central
America, Costa Rica will have
lost 80 percent of its forests
and Honduras 50 percent.

of

Other countries will suffer
significant, if lesser, de-
struction.

The Asian Pacific coast

In reaction to this trend,
from 23 countries
late last year In
Penang, Malaysia, at the
Conference on Third
World Forest Resource Crisis,
by the Sahabat
Alam  Malaysia  (literally,
Friends of the Earth Malaysia).
The conference identified
Southeast Asia as the region

activists
gathered

the

organized

with the most devastating rate
of deforestation, due mostly to
logging. In 1979 Malaysia and
Indonesia alone accounted for
58 percent of the world’s total
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Logging operations in the Brazilian Amazon
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supply of wood and 75 percent
of global wood exports.

I'wo million hectares are
being lost each year in the
region. If logging continues
unabated, many of the forests
in  tropical Asia will have
disappeared by the [irst two
decades of the next century.

In Asia and throughout the
world,  tribal communities
numbering approximately 200
million people depend on the
forests for their survival. The
e¢ncroachment of industrial
lumber companies on their
lands could lead to their
extinction in terms of life-style
and cultural identity.

Malaysian researcher Khor
Kok Peng, of the Penang
Consumers’ Association, de-
nounced the tendency to hold

In Japan, 20 hillion pairs of chopsticks are discarded annually the Third Weorld responsible

e S~ =

An Ecological Disaster

Alarmed over the devastation ol tropical

scientists the

| lorests,

importance of woods lor the preservation ol

the planct’s ecological balance.

A study conducted by the World Wildlife

Fund (WWF) points out that by the end of this

century torest rescrves  will -_'1II.IF'|\'|'L-::"

disappear in many countrics if the current rate

In Brazil, for

| of explontation continu
example, the Atlantic Forest now covers only
two percent ol 1ls arca during the colonial
period.

'he WWF study notes that the threat is not
only to the trees which are floored but to all
of the ammal and wvegetable life in the
ecosystem. One million species, including
birds, mammals, insects and smaller plants,
representing one-third of all life in the tropics,

will have disappeared by the turn of the
century 1l current trends continue,

Nicolo Gligo, of the Economic Commission
tor Latin America (ECLA), explained that
delorestation also affects climatic conditions
and soil characteristics by decreasing
evaporation-transpiration, by damaging the
capacity to moderate rain and wind and by
climinating shade areas.

I'he first two phenomena, he said, reduce
the amount of rainfall and lead to dessication

of the soil. Thi

process is promoted as well
because the soil loses its capacity to retain

chemical and

thus hanging its
maor |"j|il1:-l_‘_'i- al COMpX sition.

Without protective coverage, winds cause
erosion while rains alter the properties of the
soil, leading to a loss of fertility.

I'he most dramatic effect of massive
deforestation is the increased carbon dioxide
content in the earth’s atmosphere. The result is
an increase in temperature that negatively

alfects agricultural production.
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for the depredation of its
tropical forests. Deiorestation
for firewood and agricultural
production is often attributed
to Third World peasants, said
hird World

governments are said to be

Peng, while
incapable of protecting their
own natural resources.
However, data released at
the Penang Conference

contradict these claims. In

1985, Japan ~ the world leader

in consumption of tropical
wood - imported from
Southeast Asia 12.8 billion
tons of wood, a figure

equivalent to 64 percent of the

region’s total exports.

The fast-food menace

In Central America,

transnational companies cul
down an average of 400,(XX)
hectares of forest per year to
raise cattle for the production
of hamburgers. Randy Hayes,
director of the Rainforest
Action Network, said that
North

companies both finance and
I

Amenrican fast-food

Cattle grazes on recently deforested land in Central America

control cattle production and
the export and processing of
meat in Central Amernica,

The U.S.-based Rainforest
Action Network has mounted
a campaign to denounce de-
forestation, but so- far it has
failed to convince consumers
of the need to hl']il‘ defend the
environment against the threat
of the fast-food industry.

Europe, the second largest
\\1]\\\'_

market for tropical

imported 12 million tons ol

Workers sawing logs in the Philippines
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lumber 1n 1984, Major con-

sumers. are France, Great
Britain, the Federal Republic
ol Germany, ltaly and the

Netherlands, which import

logs from

Africa, especially

from the Ivory Coast, and

sawed wood from Southeast

Asia, mostly from Malaysia,
Indonesia and the F'hﬁl[‘Pi:'z-._"-.

The avallable data indicate
that deforestation is ¢ncour-
aged by increased consumption
in industrial countries, where
tropical wood has become a
sien of status, In Great
Britain, nearly one-half of all
imported wood is used in con-
struction, but the remainder
goes into the luxury furnishing
of offices and homes.

During a campaign desig-
ned to educate Bntish con-
the Sahabat Alam

Malaysia exhibited a toilet seat

SUMmers,

made of caoba, a fashionable
hardwood. At the same tme
the group denounced the fact
that ** 14,000 square kilometers
of forests are being destroyed
superfluous

every year lor

consumption,’” ®
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Economic libera
Third World, according to Frances Moore Lappé, author of “‘D

and co-author of “World Hunger: Twelve

administration

Ronald Reagan rec

shrink

market,”
both

10owenng

tion programs are not the answer to ending hunger in the

¥

st 10 World Bank and IMF, the administration is

Fhird using its considerable influence to make sure

decades the that they tie

simuar strings to their economic

has the

assistance.

private We are told that if government just gets out
of the way, the magic of the
market can work, Thus the
selling of government agencies

I > Interests is a key part
of the Reagan strategy.

In a recent interview, former
Honduran Minister of Labor
Gautama Fonseca posed the
the obvious question: “Now we're
supposed to sell off our public
enterprises at rock-bottom
prices to the thieves and Mafiosi
lure

who sucked the government cor-
the Frances Moore Lappé porations dry to begin with?"



o

An African might make a similar retort to
the U.S. advice to governments there to sell
marketing boards and other state agencies to
private interests. In his recent speech before the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World
Bank, President Reagan singled out Senegal for
praise for “liberalizing™ its economy. There, the
U.S. Agency for International Development
(ATD), along with the IMF and the World Bank,
pushed for the selling
government development agencies, including
responsible for irrigation and
development of the critically important Senegal
River Basin (Societe  d’Amenagement
Economique des Terres du Delta).*

How will the privatization of the irrigation
agency affect Senegalese peasants? According
to John Sutter, an agricultural project officer
for the Ford Foundation, “even though the
irrigation agency may be inefficient and
topdown, at least it involved the farmer in its
irrigation If agribusiness wins
control over irrigation, it will probably try to
take over the peasants’ lands and force them to

has of several

the agency

decisions....

become wage laborers.”

The issue is not simply intervening or not in
the marketplace. All governments are involved
in the economy. The question is how. And this
in turn is determined by in whose interest a
government operates. So the first question
ignored in the Reagan formula is the
accountability structure of government: in whose
interest does it govern?

If the government is accountable to the
interests of the vast majority, a number of
specific questions emerge, questions left out in a
narrow good-bad approach. To be concrete,
let's stick with the problem of inefficient
marketing boards and other state corporations
in African agricultural economies. The Reagan
formula says to get rid of them. A government
responsible to majority interests would instead
ask a complex set of questions:

_Is there a role both for government and
private marketing? Might competition between
the two make sense?

~ Might a government marketing agency be
needed to serve farmers in remote areas that
private firms would be uninterested in serving
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because distance cuts into their profits? Might
government be the only vehicle able to insure
that private institutions, such as the credit
banks, serve the less powerful smaller farmer as
well as the bigger?

— How could a government marketing or
irrigation agency be more efficiently organized?
Zimbabwe's well-run marketing boards are
credited with spurring a dramatic production
increase among small farmers in recent years.

But because the Reagan approach is blind to
the issue of accountability, it cannot even
perceive these more difficult - and more
pertinent — questions. In other words, because it
ignores the issue of accountability, the Reagan
prescription has no answer to the questions that
the former Honduran Labor Minister posed
above: Why would those now acquiring newly
privatized enterprises use their new wealth any
differently than they have in the past?

The stalwarts of economic progress in the
eyes of those promoting “privatization” are
precisely those privileged groups who have
already demonstrated their lack of commitment
to their own societies’ futures, Haven't we
learned anything from the disclosure that the
Marcos family stashed perhaps as much as US$
20 billion in Swiss banks, equivalent to almost
half the Philippine national debt? Or that capital
flight by the rich from Mexico is equivalent to
more than 80 percent of that nation’s crippling
debt?

Apparently not. For without asking to whom
accountable and hov
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therefore can it keep private initiatives
responsive to majority interests, there is no
reason to hope for a different future for the
poor majorities.

To be more specific, local firms and wealthy
individuals have no reason to invest or reinvest
their earnings locally
markets

where there are no
if better investments loom overseas.
Within the current free enterprise dogma, there
is no solution, since the dogma proscribes
capital controls to keep profits at home. An
accountability structure to majority needs at
home would mean, among other things,
measures restricting capital export.

Faced heavy

with a foreign debt and

Alan Garcia

Edward Seaga

desperate need for development capital,
President Alan Garcia of Peru, recently did just
that: he restricted export of capital, including
the repatniation of profits from Peru. But such
action is anathema to Washington policymakers
and would ostracize a Third World country

from Western lenders.
What every market needs

Thus, without an accountability mechanism,
following the Reagan economic dogma is like
trying to make a car go with no mechanic
responsible for overall best
functioning of all the parts. But it is also like
trying to put the car on the road with a major

ensuring the

part missing — the engine!
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What is the “engine” missing in Reagan’s

notion that privatization will release the
“miracle of the market” to spur economic
growth?

In answering, let me be clear on one thing, |
certainly agree that any society trying to do
away with the market altogether has faced
monumental headaches. The goal of well-
functioning markets should be a key part of
ending poverty and its worst symplom -
hunger.

Reagan’s formula has the answer back wards,
It would market" and
“entrepreneurs.” But do they need promoting?

promote the “free

Enterprising marketers spring up spontaneously
‘ £ Uf )

Augusto Pinochet

wherever there are customers. In much of the
I'hird World where tiny minorities monopolize
wealth and income, it's the customers who are
missing. They, not the market, need to be
promoted!

Customers are the engine of the market. They
are what's missing where poverty is

World Bank

acknowledged in its recent study Poverty and

widespread. As even the

Hunger, hunger can only be alleviated “by
redistributing purchasing power and resources
toward those who are undernourished.” But the
Reagan dogma remains blind to this obvious
truth. For forth a

further question: how do you generate

to acknowledge it calls

more customers/

Government is the only agency through
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Brazilian soybeans for export: I'(mcl production has increased but so has hunger

which redistribuition of control over land,

credit and other essential resources can be

achiecved and maintained - a redistribution

necessary to disperse income in order to

generate more customers. And here is the hitch

for free-market dogmatists. Since they
proscribe a significant role for government —
and deem serious redistribution a communist
plot — their own stated goal of healthy market

economies is doomed. And so are the hungry.
More trade is the answer

Corresponding basic questions — about
accountability and customers — must be asked of
the second tenet of free-market theology, that
more trade in itself is the answer for Third
World poverty.

Expanded trade will provide the foreign
exchange desperately needed both to reduce
Third World debt and invest in development,
goes the formula. Since “more exports” is the

advice Third World planners have been handed

for decades, shouldn’t we examine historical
experience carefully?
By the mid-1980s, Brazil's phenomenal

success in boosting agricultural exports had
placed that country second only to the United
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O Globo

States among world agricultural exporters. At
the same time, hunger among Brazilians spread
from one-third of the population 20 years ago
to two-thirds todav.

Only blind dogma could equate export
success with victory over poverty. An export

boom from a Third World country — especially
in products from the land — is more likely to be
associated with worsening poverty; for where
more and more local people are poor, those who
monopolize the land must look abroad for
paying customers. In Chile, the 30-fold increase
in farm exports after General Augusto
Pinochet’s military takeover in 1973 in great
measure can be explained by the widening
poverty of Chileans, 40 percent of whom now
consume only three-quarters of the calories
they need.

The prevailing wisdom that the production
of goods for export is the answer also overlooks
how over-dependence on exports exposes
national economies to forces over which they
have no control. By 1985, the price index for
primary products — representing the bulk of
Third World exports — had fallen to its lowest
level in 37 years. In contrast, prices of
manufactured exports from industrial countries
averaged annual real increases of 5.4 percent
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Drought in Somalia: compounded by capital flight

during 1965-73 and 11 percent during 1973-80.
And business analyst Peter Drucker sees no
hope of Third World
exporters in the immediate future. Synthetics
and new industrial processes are today replacing

price recovery for

many Third World raw material exports.

Jamaica is a telling test of the Reagan
following the 1980

election of conservative Prime Minister Edward

economic doctrine. Indeed,

Seaga, President Reagan advised the world to
“watch Jamaica.” Seaga removed price controls
and subsidies while keeping a lid on wages,
made large cuts in government spending, and

created various incentives to lure private

foreign capital. He was handsomely rewarded
for embracing these free market prescriptions
of the

International

administration and the
Fund. U.S. aid to
Jamaica jumped by more than 1,000 percent,
from $14.4 million in 1980 to $164.6 million in
1985. By 1986,
per capita recipient of U.S. economic aid in the
world.

Reagan

Monetary

Jamaica was the sixth largest

Some have benefited from the Seaga

reforms — Jamaica's four largest banks (two
foreign-owned) have seen their profits grow
rapidly. But the economy as a whole is
deteriorating: the economic growth rate in 1985
— a recovery year for many countries — was a
negative 4.7 percent. The majority of Jamaicans
have seen their living standards decline as prices
soar, unemployment and crime increase, and
fear and hopelessness have come to dominate
daily life.
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Trenchtown, Jamaica: falling living standards

Luring private investment

The third tenet of the Reagan economic
theology is the belief that private investment,
both local and foreign, will end poverty. AID
advises governments to lower taxes, restrain
wage demands, and

taking

restrictions on
country. Even if
mereased private investment were the place to
start, two questions remain,

lighten
profits out of the

First, how is development, including private
investment, possible without essential
building and maintaining roads,

those
activities
railways and other infrastructure, for example -
which depend on
because they will

investment
undertaken by

government
rarely be
private enterprise?

Second, how can AID’s plan succeed in
luring private investment if the ingredients for
profit-making just aren’t there?
above,

As suggested
the customers are missing!

Take Sub-Saharan Africa. Most 460 million
Africans are too poor to constitute a market to
attract investors. Add to this the lack of
infrastructure, the depletion of Africa’s natural
resources, and the massive foreign debt that is

bankrupting many African states, and it
becomes clear why capital is not just failing to
come into the region, it is deserting.

With all the media attention on the African
drought of the 1980s, very few people

famine coincided

early

noticed that with foreign
continent. As The

In 1980,

capital abandoning the
Economist reported: * African




countries got close to $1.5 billion, net, from
private creditors; in 1985
outflow of $700 million.”

Africa is only the worst case, but it is not
alone — over all, net direct investment in Third
World economies is falling. In 1983 it was $2.4
billion, 48 percent below levels of just two
years earlier.

there was a net

Why Reagan’s formula can’t work

Now to recap before moving to the political
dimensions of current dogma. [ began with the
charge that the free market/free trade economic
dogma is a powerful obstacle to identifying the
roots of poverty and hunger. I then looked at
each of the economic tenets now being pushed
abroad — privatize, expand trade, lure private
investment.

Washington's policy suggestions might make
sense in some cases. But they fail because they
are rooted in rigid dogma — and because they
are not gounded in fundamental principles of
democracy. Dogmatic approaches fail because
they blind proponents from that

necessary preconditions are missing.

seeing

Only if the automobile has its essential parts
can 't be expected to go anywhere! For a

prosperous economy able to end hunger,
essential parts include: one, a broad-based
structure of accountability for economic

decision-making (that is, a government that
answers to more than just the richest families,
or at least to those not actively robbing the
country!); and two, the wide dispersion of
purchasing power (that is, growing numbers of
customers).

Where these preconditions are missing —
where the majority are desperately poor
(because purchasing power is tightly held) and
decision-makers answer to an oligarchy — the
prevailing economic dogma must not only fail
but will make hunger worse. °

Frances Moore Lappé

North American author and co-founder
of the Institute for Food and
Development Policy (Food First).

This article was adapted from a speech
given in late 1986.

SAED still provides extension services lo larmers.
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Nourishing the present
is thinking of the future.

The brand of the proteins.




IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF OIL INDUSTRY FOR
THE RECONSTRUCTION OF ANGOLA, SONANGOL
LIVES THE FUTURE OF ANGOLA

SUNANGO

SOCIEDADE NACIONAL DE COMBUSTIVEIS DI ANG
C.P. 1316 — LUANDA TELEX 3148



	ctm_000capa_7
	ctm_000contracapa_7
	ctm_001_7
	ctm_002_7
	ctm_003_7
	ctm_004_7
	ctm_005_7
	ctm_006_7
	ctm_007_7
	ctm_008_7
	ctm_009_7
	ctm_010_7
	ctm_011_7
	ctm_012_7
	ctm_013_7
	ctm_014_7
	ctm_015_7
	ctm_016_7
	ctm_017_7
	ctm_018_7
	ctm_019_7
	ctm_020_7
	ctm_021_7
	ctm_022_7
	ctm_023_7
	ctm_024_7
	ctm_025_7
	ctm_026_7
	ctm_027_7
	ctm_028_7
	ctm_029_7
	ctm_030_7
	ctm_031_7
	ctm_032_7
	ctm_033_7
	ctm_034_7
	ctm_035_7
	ctm_036_7
	ctm_037_7
	ctm_038_7
	ctm_039_7
	ctm_040_7
	ctm_041_7
	ctm_042_7
	ctm_043_7
	ctm_044_7
	ctm_045_7
	ctm_046_7
	ctm_047_7
	ctm_048_7
	ctm_049_7
	ctm_050_7
	ctm_051_7
	ctm_052_7
	ctm_053_7
	ctm_054_7
	ctm_055_7
	ctm_056_7
	ctm_057_7
	ctm_058_7
	ctm_059_7
	ctm_060_7
	ctm_061_7
	ctm_062_7
	ctm_063_7
	ctm_064_7
	ctm_065_7
	ctm_066_7
	ctm_067_7
	ctm_068_7
	ctm_069_7
	ctm_070_7
	ctm_071_7
	ctm_072_7
	ctm_073_7
	ctm_074_7
	ctm_075_7
	ctm_076_7
	ctm_077_7
	ctm_078_7
	ctm_079_7
	ctm_080_7
	ctm_081_7
	ctm_082_7

